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CHAP-  1. 
^TrouMes  arife  to  Mifs  Murrells*- 

MISS  Murrells  pafled  a  week  witft 
her  miftrefs,  when  finding  her  very 
indulgent,  and  that  fhe  had  a  profped  of 
living  to  her  fatisfaftion,  flie  told  nurfe, 
who  began  to  grow  weary  of  the  town, 
file  would  no  longer  detain  her  from  her 
Vol.  IL  B  family; 
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family;  fo  after  taking  an  affectionate  and 
melancholy  farewell  of  her  dear  child,  (as 
iTie  continued  to  call  her)  flie  fat  out  for 
the  north. 

During  the  time  Mifs  Murrells  had 
been  with  her  miftrefs,  (he  had  feen  no 
company  but  Mr.  Lee  and  a  lady,  who 
had  made  her  a  morning  vifit ;  but  the  even- 
ing nuiie  fet  out  on  her  journey,  being  or- 
dered to  attend  her  lady  in  the  dining 
room,  ftie  found  Lord  Courtall  in  confer- 
ence with  her;  upon  which  fhe  ran  direcftly 
down  (lairs,  and  fent  the  foocman  to  tell 
Mrs.  Durant,  fhe  begged  leave  to  fpeak  to 
her. 

This  meffage  brought  her  lady,  who  ap- 
peared very  angry,  and  rebuked  her  for 
not  attending  her  when  (he  was  fummoncd, 
and  giving  her  the  trouble  of  coming  down 
ftairs.  Mifs  Murrells  afked  pardon  for 
her  behaviour,  but  told  her  the  occafion  of 

in 
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It,  giving  her  a  fliort  account  of  the  rca^ 
fons  {he  had  to  avoid  Lord  Courtall's  pre- 
fence  J  and  defiring  Ihe  would  not  infiH 
upon  her  waiting  whilft  he  ftaid.  Her 
miftrefs  replied,  "  I  have  too  many  obli-- 
Rations  to  this  nobleman  and  his  famil>% 
to  dare  to  forbid  him  my  hvoufe  upon  a  fer^ 
vant's  account j  however,  I  will  cxcufc 
your  atcendance  to-dav,  till  he  is  gone.'* 
This  reply  made  Mils  Murrells  tolerably 
Cafy  \  and  Ihe  heard  his  lordlhip  with  plea* 
fare  order  his  chair. 

As  foon  as  ihc  faw  the  chair  move  off, 
Hie  ventured  up  ftairs  when  her  mulrefs 
rang,  and  waited  upon  her  at  lupper,  when 
the  old  lady  fent  her  into  her  bed-chambef 
to  fetch  her  night  drels;  upon  opening  t  he 
^oor,  her  candle  blew  out,  and  flie  was  re- 
turning to  light  it,  when  (he  found  herfelf 
forcibly  witheld  by  a  man,  w^ho  attempted 
to  oppofe  her  paffag^;  alarmed  at  this,  (he 
gave  a  violent  fcream,  which  brought  her 
B  j2;  miftrefc 
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miflrefs  out  of  the  dining-rooiii,  with  a 
candle,  and  difcovered  the  perfon  ihe  was 
ftruggling  with)  to  be  the  fo  much  dreaded 
lord. 

Mrs.  Durantj  inftead  of  compaflion* 
ating  her  diftrefs,  advifed  her  not  to  make 
fuchan  uproar  and  difturb  the  neig-hbour- 
hood;  for,  if  flie  did^  flie  had  effedual 
means  to filence  her:  "  I mifs,"  continued 
fhe/^  a  pair  of  filver  tea  tongs,  and  Ifuppofc 
you  have  them-  about  you;  fo  you  had  befl: 
fuffer  me  quickly  to  fearch  your  pockets, 
or  I  lhall  fend  for  a  conftable,  who  fhall 
<:onvey  you  to  a  more  difagreeable  iodg-- 

Mifs  MurrcUs  burft  into  tears,  and  de* 
daring  her  innocence,  faid  fhe  would  not 
agree  to  any  fuch  thing;  but  was  ready  to 
go  with  a  conftable  any  where  oiit  of  that 
houfe,  for  fhe  perceived  there  was  a  deteft- 

ablc 
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able  plot  againft  her,  and  flie  would  alarm 
the  flrect. 

His  lordililp  begged  her  not  to  expofe 
herfelf  in  that  manner,  afliired  her  he 
would  ufe  no  forcible  methods,  to  bring 
her  to  accord  tohiswilhes;  but  defired. 
Ihe  would  permit  him  to  make  a  propofal 
to  her  in  the  prefenceof  the  old  lady,  and 
hoped  (he  would  be  able  to  clear  herfelf 
of  hef  fufpicion;  for  he  owned  he  neveB 
ftiould  have  ima^ned  fiie  would  have  giveix 
any  caufe  for  Ivich  a  one* 

This  {peech  encreafed  the  ycung  lady^s^ 
wrath  ^  but  reflefting,  that  Ihe  was  too 
much  in  his  power  to  vent  it;  flie  demand- 
€d  what  his  intentions  were,  in  fecr^ting. 
iiimfelf  in  that  houfe ;  he  ireplied — 

To  deteft  a  little  thief,  who  under 
pretence  of  virtue  and  (luff,  has  rejeded 
the  offers  of  a  man  of  quality,  and  iiften- 
ed  to  the  propofal*  of  an  old  fellow,  one 
B  3,  Manly; 
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JManly :  you  fee^,  Bell,  1  am  no  ftranger  ta 
your  tranfaftions^  yet  ungrateful  as  your 
behaviour  to  me  has  been,andnotwithftand- 
ing  this  bicmi Ih  call  upon  yourreputation  by 
,:Mrs-  Durant,  I  have  ftill  fo  much  affectioa 
ioj  you,  that  inftead  of  leading  a  life  of  ler- 
vitude,  you  fhall  be  miflrefs  of  any  houfc 
you  pleale  to  pitch  upon^  either  in  town  or 
country;  and  be  attended  by  your  own 
fervants,  with  an  annuity  conftantly  paid 
t>f  400I.  a  year,  upon  very  eafy  terms  j 
lure  you  cannot  but  deem  them  fo,  when 
they  are  only  to  be  the  miftrefs  of  a  man 
cf  quality,  and  to  live  independant.'' 

Mifs  Murrells  remained  in  tears,  when 
the  old  wom.an  laid,  *^  I  find  the  girl  has 
too  much  pride  to  acknowledge  an  obliga- 
tion^ confider,  child,  what  muft  became 
of  you,  a  poor  friendlefs  creature,  deflituce 
cf  money,  if  you  rejeA  his  Icrdihip's  kind 
©fFer :  and  I  fancy  your  champion  Manly, 
will  icarcely  redeem  you  fromprifon,  whi- 

tiier 
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'iher  I  am  determined  to  fend  youj  on  ac- 
count  of  the  tea-tongs."' 

,  At  this,  Mifs  Murrells  rouzed  hcrftilf 
from  the  ftupefaftion  which  feemed  to  hava 
feized  her  fenfes^  and  declared  the  utmoil 
abhorenccfor  his  lordiiiip's  viie  propofal^i, 
and  as  to  iLc  infamous  afperfions  her  mif- 
trefs  caft  upon  her^  ihe  appealed  to  H^avcct 
for  her  innocence. 

Mrs.  Durant  faid,  to  prove  thi^f,  (hp 
muil  faffer  her  portmanteau  to  be  fearcheci 
in  prefence  of  my  lord.  This  (he  refolutely 
refufed ;  but  faid  if  Mr.  Lee  might  be  fent  for, 
Ihe  lliouldmake  no  fcruple  to  deliver  up  the 
key  to  him.  Upon  which  a  fervant  wa5 
^  difpatchedfor"him;  and  hislordthip  telling 
her,  he  hoped  flie  would  be  cleared  y  and 
recommending  to  her  cooler  confi deration, 
the  offer  he  had  made  her^  left  the  houfe." 


His  lordfhip  was  but  juft  gone  when 
Mr.  Leaentered,  and  obferving  Mifs  Mur- 
B  4  rells's 
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relists  confiifion^  begged  to  know  the  occa- 
/ion  of  k;  her  miftrefs  replied,  Poor 
wretch !  flie  has  occafion  enough  to  be  con- 
founded i  I  little  thought  a  gentleman  of 
your  charader  would  have  recommended  a 
thief  to  nie,'* 

A  thief!  madam,  you  aflonifli  mel 
What  could  induce  you  to  harbour  fuch  a 
thought?'^ 

O  fir!''  faid  Mifs  Murrells,  do  not 
give  ear  to  the  cruel  infinuations  of  that 
wicked  woman ;  but  if  you  are  not  as  aban- 
doned as  the  Wretches  who  have  confpired 
my  ruin,  take  me  out  .  of  this  vile  compa- 
ny/^ 

"  Very  pretty,  truly !"  faid  hermiftrefs> 
you  muR  be  very  cautious  about  the 
virtue  yoy  make  fuch  a  rout  about,  to  offer 
yourfelf  to  a  gentleman  fo  little  known  to 
you^  but^  this  fcheme  }^itl  not  take  with 
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Rim.  Come,  if  you  have  a  mind  to  clear 
yourfelf,  ler  your  portinanteau  be  brought 
and  fearclied/' 

No,  it  fliaU  not  be  removed/'  anfwer^ 
ed  Mifs  Murrells,  "  but  if  Mr.  Lee  and 
you  will  attend  me  to  the  place  where  it 
ftands,  you  are  welcome  to  fearch  it;  for  I 
am  amongit  a  dangerous  fet  of  people,  and 
I  affure  you  I  would  not  truft  you  with  it 
alone." 

Marry,  come  up  I**  faid'Mrs.  Durant, 
*^  fervants  are  come  to  a  fine  pafs !  Ho\# 
ever,  Til  humour  the  faucy  minx:  if  you 
pleafe,  fir,*'  turning  to  the  gentleman,  to* 
follow  us/' 

Mifs  Murriells  then  gave  Mr.  Lee  thp 
\ey*  which  he  delivered  to  the  old  woman^ 
\vho  immediately  began  rummaging,  and 
diy^oYered  thejoft  tongs. 

B  5  No 
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No  one  can  cxprels  the  aftomlhmeiu  of 
Mifs  Murrelis  upon  her  producing  them, 
who  ftill  perfifted  in  affirming  fhe  had  no 
knowledge  of  how  riiey  came  there.  The 
gentleman,  with  the  utmoft  confternatioa 
in  his  countenance,  declared  he  was  de- 
ceived by  Mifs  Moody's  recommendation, 
into  a  good  opinion  of  the  delinquent  ^ 
but  as  he  had  now  received  a  plain  demon- 
ftration  of  her  guilt,  he  could  only  beg 
Mrs.  Durant's  pardon,  for  introducing  fuch 
aperfoninto  her  family;  Yet,  madam,*^ 
continued  he^  ''  in  confideration  of  the  re- 
gard I  bear  to  Mifs  Moody,  who  I  am  cer- 
tain was  ignorant  of  the  young  woman's 
real  character,  I  muft  intreat  you  tabe  mer- 
ciful to  her  3  it  is  very  probable^  this  detec- 
tion may  deter  her  (vom  other  crimes  of 
the  like  nature."  Turning  to  Mifs  Mur- 
relis—Child,^'  faid  he,  I  would  ad- 
Yife  you  to  fall  on  your  knees,  and  implore 
youf  lady's  pardon;  and  i  hope  flie  will 

not 
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not  deliver  you  into  the  liands  of  juftkc 
for  diis  fad/' 

I  am  innocent  of  it,"  replied  flie,  the 
tears  ftreaming  from  her  eyes,  and  ex- 
cept you  are  an  accomplice  with  that  vile 
lord,  and  this  abandoned  woman,  you  muft 
perceive  that  I  am  groflly  injured,  and  that 
this  fcheme  was  concerted  between  them, 
to  force  me  to  a  compliance  with  a  pro» 
pofal  that  tends  to  my  utter  ruin.** 

Pho!  pho!  child,"  replied  he,  ''do 
you  imagine  I  am  fo  igaorant  of  the  arti- 
fices of  fuch  a  woman,  as  your  conduct 
proves  you  to  be,  to  regard  the  cenfures  you 
caft  upon  his  lordlliip  and  this  good  lady; 
but  fmce  I  have  been  drawn  in,  to  offer 
you  my  afliftance,  and  you  appeal  to  me,  I 
defire  I  may  hear  the  grievance  you  com* 
plain  of/* 

B6  Sht 
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She  anfw^red,      I  have  great  reafon  to 
be  concerned  that  ever  I  applied  to  you, 
fir,  as  I  find  your  behaviour  ven^  contrar/ 
to  what  I  had  reafon  to  expeft,  from  the' 
-account  of  a  defennng  young  lady,  v  horn 
I  heartily  pity;   but,  that  you  may  not 
plead  ignorance  of  the  ftate  you  have  put 
me  into,  if  you  have  no  inclination  to  aid 
oppreffed  virtue,  I  will  acquaint  you  wi^th 
the  reafons  I  have  for  what  I  have  ailerted."^ 
She  then  gave  him  a  full  account  of  Lord 
Courtall's  former  behaviour,  and  prefent 
propofition;  adding,        The  tongs  were 
never  miffed,  or  mentioned,  till  he  ap*^ 
peared/' 

V/ell,  madam,"  faidthe  gendeman,^ 
I  muft  be  fo  free  as  to  tell  you,  (confix 
dcring  yoift  circumftances)  I  can  perceive 
but  one  reafon  for  your  refufing  to  oblige 
my  lord;  a  pretence  of  virtue  can  never 
-gain  credit,  after  you  have  been  detected 
in  felony:  therefore^  if  you  Jiave  not  im- 
prudently 


Tflz    STAGE   COACH.  13 

prudently  configned  your  perfon  to  Mr. 
Manly,  I  can  fee  no  reafonable  objection 
againft  accepting  his  lordfhip's  generous 
offer,  which  proves  the  violence  of  his  paf- 
fion ;  and  I  muft  think  exceeds  any  thing 
you  could  poffiSly  exped:  to  make  of  your 
perfon/' 

This  une:jtp^sfted  fpeech  hadfuch  an  ef^ 
feft  upon  the  poor  friendlefs  young  lady^ 
that  (he  fainted  away,  and  Mr.  Lee  ran 
down  flairs  to  fend  a  fervant  with  water  to 
her*  It  was  fome  time  before  Mrs.  Du- 
rant  and  her  maid  were  able  to  recover  her : 
and  at  her  return  to  her  fenfes,  (he  fell  into 
inexpreffible  agonies,  and  vented  many 
piercing  exclamations  againft  the  cruelty 
of  her  perfecutors.  Her  miftrefs  ordered 
ihe  fervant  to  fee  herfafe  to  bed;  but  fhe 
would  not  fuffer  her  to  attempt  undrelT- 
ing  jier,  till  (he  had  extorted  a  folemn 
oath  from  the  old  woman,  that  Lord 
Courtall  was  not  in  tlia  houfe  j  [and  hav- 
ing 
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ing  received  a  pofitive  aflurance  that  he 
was  not,  flie  went  to  bed,  and  pafled  that 
night  in  imploring  the  affiftance  of  the  on- 
ly Power  who  could  relieve  her  j^refent 
diflrefs. 


C  H  A  P. 


The    stage   COACH.  15 

CHAP.  11. 

Mifs  Murrells  in  as  bad  a  Situation 
as  the  Former. 

IN  the  morning  early  Mrs.  Durant  ap- 
proached Mifs  Murrells^s  bed,  fa^ung 
Sure  no  man  was  ever  fo  infatuated  by 
love  as  my  Lord  Courtall :  he  is  fo  con- 
cerned for  the  uneafmefs  you  were  under 
laft  night,  that  he  has  fent  already  to  en- 
quire how  you  refted^  and  has  the  good- 
nefs  to  intercede  for  you  to  me  who  you 
have  injured:  he  begs  fo  earneftly  that  I 
would  pafs  over  your  fault,  and  not  make 
a  public  example  of  you,  that  I  cannot 
find  in  my  heart  to  deny  his  requeft^  but 
Jbave  promifed  to  forgive  you,  and  come 
to  tell  you,  that  you  may  be  eafy  upon 
that  head,  for  I  fhall  not  turn  you  out: 
and  moreover,  his  Jordlhip  will  engage 

2101 
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not  to  enter  thefe  doors  till  you  liave  the 
gratitude  todefire  to  return  hirn  tiianks,** 

I  owe  iione  to  him,  nor  have  I  any 
defire  to  continue  in  your  fervice,  which 
I  intend  to  quit  this  day.  I  know  the  dan- 
gers to  which  I  may  be  expofcd .  cannot 
be  greater  than  thofe  I  fly  from :  and  I 
doubt  not  but  I  fhall  be  protefted,  delll- 
tute  as  I  am  of  every  good  but  what  he 
.wouicj  deprive  me  of:  a  confcience  void 
of  ill  is  a  much  more  powerful  fupport 
than  aH  the  wealth  I  might  acquire  by^ 
wounding  it.  As  to  your  menaces  of 
imprlfonment,  I  am  under  no  obli- 
gation to  my  lord  or  you,  for  fufpend- 
ing  the  execution  of  them,  fince  you  botk 
know  I  am  entirely  ianocent  of  the  fa^ 
with  which  you  charge  me/' 

What  proof  can  you  bring  of  that) 
your<^th  will  be  of  little  ferviceinacourc 
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of  juftice  againil  Mr.  Lee's  and  mine, 
who  found  the  goods  in  your  polfelTion* 

Well,  ma'am,  the  confcioufnefs  of 
my  own  integrity  is  luch,  that  if  you  are 
bafe  enough  to  put  your  fcheme  in  execu- 
tion, I  am  ready  to  attend  your  oincers  to  a 
juftice  of  the  peace,  and  fhould  really  pre- 
fer any  prifon  to  your  houfe/'  . 

Since  you  obflinately  perfift  inyouf 
wicked  afperfions  of  me,  I  mud  tell  you 
Bell,  I  will  not  fuffer  you  to  quit  this 
houfe,  iOur  agreement  was  a  month's 
warning  on  either  fide;  and  I  will  oblige 
you  to  perform  your  engagement." 

^  Then  ma'am,  I  give  you  warning 
DOW  ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  indiiFereace  to 
me  whether  I  pafs  tlie  dreadful  interval 
with  you,  oramongft  diie  wretches  in  any 
other  prifon^'* 


Upon. 
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^*  Upon  this  Mrs.  Durant  left  the  rcom 
and  her  diftrefled  fervant  to  contemplate 
her  deplorable  fitiiation.  She  had  now 
given  over  all  hopes  of  afliftance  from 
Mr.  Lee,  who  fhe  plainly  perceived  was  in 
Lord  Courtairs  intereft. 

Then  Mr,  Manly 's  obliging  tenders  of 
rer\'ice  came  into  her  mind,  and  inclined 
her  to  acquaint  him  with  the  pcrfecution 
ftie  was  under ^  for  the  hints  which  (he 
had  received  from  his  lordfhip,  Mr,  Lcc 
and  her  miftrefs  concerning  her  attach- 
ment to  that  gentleman,  very  well  ac- 
counted for  ijtic  ccnfures  pafled  upon  him 
by  the  old  woman  in  her  journey,  and 
gave  her  reafon  to  think  they  were  ap- 
prehenfive  flie  would  throw  herfelf  into 
his  proteftion.  But,  how  to  apply  to 
him  fhe  knew  not,  as  (he  had  overheard 
her  miftrefs  give  orders  to  the  other  fer- 
vants  to  keep  the  ftreet  door  conftandy 
locked,  and  to  receive  no  letter  from  the 

handi 
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hands  of  Bell.  However,  fhe  determin- 
ed to  watch  every  opportunity;  and, 
if  it  were  poffible,  by  day  or  night,  to 
make  her  efcape,  and  find  out  Mr.  Man- 
ly^ whofe  addrefs  Ihe  fewed  into  the  lining 
of  her  ftays,  leail  the  wTetches  ihould 
fcarch  for  papers. 

She  now  rofe,  and  examined  her  trunk 
to  fee  by  what  means  the  tongs  could  be 
conveyed  into  it;  when  finding  the  lock 
no  way  difordered,  it  appeared  a  myftery 
to  her,  as  fhe  never  miffed  the  key.  She 
remained  ten  days  like  a  prifoner,  never 
beingpermitted  toftir  out  of  her  miftrefs!§ 
fight-,  flie  conftantly  obliged  her  to  fit 
down  with  her  at  table,  and  to  fleepin 
a  field  bed,  in  a  clofet  within  her  own 
chamber.  Mrs.  Durant  was  perpetualljr^ 
enforcing  Lord  Courtall's  fuit;  but  in 
vain;  neither  threats  or  blandiOiments 
could  induce  Mifs  Murrells  toliearken  to 
it,  who  took  every  opportunity  of  exprel^s- 
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ing  her  deteftation  of  fo  infamous  i  pro- 
pofition. 

In  this  time,  having  her  miilreilb^ 
chamber  to  put  in  order,  (lie  found  a  pair 
of  pockets,  which  fhe  threw  into  a  cheft, 
amongit  dirty  cloaths,  and  perceiving 
tl^.ey  founded  as  if  fomething  remained  ia 
them,  took  them  out  again,  and  found  a. 
key,  which  appeared  fo  like  that  of  her 
portmanteau,  that  ihe  immediately  applied 
it  to  the  lock;  and  finding  it  exactly  fit- 
ted it^  was  no  longer  at  a  lofs  to  account 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  tongs.  This^ 
Ihe  fecured,  in  hopes  it  might  be  a  meansi 
of  clearing  her,  if  fhe  was  brought 
into  any  trouble  about  this  affair.  Her 
miftrefs  being  called  out  the  next  day, 
{he  was  very  vigilant  in  ondeavoiiring  to 
make  her  efcape  :  but  though  fhe  wen€ 
frequently  into  the  -entry  for  that  purpofe, 
flie  always  found  the  cook-maid,  or  foot-.. 
niau,.  upon  guard.    Vexed  at  this,  and 
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afraid  to  offer  them  any  bribe,  (he 
thought  it  more  pmdent  to  conceal  her 
diflike  of  the  place  from  the  fervants,  and 
try  to  fift  out  what  fhe  could  from  their 
converfation  concerning  her  miftrefs  and 
Mr.  Lee. 

The  maid  appeared  quite  an  ignorant 
•creature,   and  faid,    fiie  had  lived  but 
a  little  while  with  madam,  and  always 
kept  in  the  kitchen;  that  fhe  knew  none 
of  her  ways,  nor  ajiiy  thing  of  her  comers 
and  goers. 

The  footmai;  feemed  too  cunning  a  feJ- 
iovy  for  her  to  make  any  enquiries  in  hi^ 
hearing:  but  upon  the  noife  of  a  mob  in 
the  ftreet,  being  ia  the  entry  with  him^ 
flie  a{ked  him  to  open  the  door,  and  en- 
qiiire  into  the  caufe  of  the  buflle  they 
heard. 

The  fellow  replied,  ^^No,  n3,  Mrs. 
Bell,  I  thank  you  for  that;  1  know  my 

orders 
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orders  better/*  Her  defign  was  to  have 
ran  out  of  the  houle  at  all  hazards,  if  he 
would  have  complied  with  her  requeft; 
when  finding  her  intentions  defeated,  fhc 
was  greatly  chagrined,  and  retired  to  the* 
dining  room,  which  Mrs.  Durant  entered 
foon  after;  and  faid,  Ihe  had  been  to  at- 
'  tend  her  good  friend  Lord  Courtall,  who 
had  once  more  commiffioned  her  to  re- 
fiew  his  propofals,  and  to  offer  the  additi- 
on of  an  hundred  pounds  a  year  to  the 
fum      had  before  mentioned. 

Mifs  Murrells  replied,  A  million 
jhould  not  bribe  me  to  confent:  and  I 
require  no  other  reparation  for  the  inju- 
ries offered  to  my  reputation  and  perfon^ 
but  liberty  to  depart  this  houfc." 

Astothat,  Bell,  I  ha\^e  told  you mjr 
mind,  and  am  refolved  you  fliall  ferve 
^yourtime  here,  or  m  prifon.    My  lord 

will 
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will  be  with  you  this  evening;  and  being 
wearied  with  attending  upon  your  hu- 
mour, is  come  to  a  determination,  if  you 
will  not  comply  with  his  defire,  to  be  no 
bar  to  the  profecution  which  I  will  imme- 
diately commeince  againft  you  for  felony. 
So  confider  of  it  ;  for  you  fliall  either  pafs 
this  night  with  him,  or  in  prifon/' 

At  the  conclufion  of  this  fbeech  aa 
heavy  trampling  was  heard  upon  the  ftairs; 
andprefently  after  a  loud  rap  at  the  dining 
room  door,  which  Mrs.  Durant  opened, 
and  difcovered  to  Mifs  Murfells  a  rough 
ftera  fellow  with  a  conftable's  ftaff  in  his 
hand,  who  alked,  in  a  furly  tone,  if  ilic 
wanted  a  fpice  of  his  office  ? 

Mrs.  Durant  anfwered,    ^*  You  may 
go  down  into  the  kitchen  till  I  ring/* 
Then  addreffing    Mifs  Murrells,    Vvho  ' 
though  flie  affumed  all  the  courage  ftie 

was 
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was  r.ble,  was  fo  frightened  at  tfie  fight  of 
this  fellow,  that  fhe  could  not  i  eftrain  her 
tears.  ^'  Yoti  may  perceive,  child, 
1  am  in  earned:  you  muft  either  refolve  to 
meet  his  lordfhip,  or  a  juftice,  and  that 
in  half  an  hour,  fori  U'iU  wait  no  longer." 

The  afflicled  young  lady  was  unable  to 
reply  for  fome  minutes :  at  laft  fummon- 
ingali  her  courage,  let  me  go  then  with 
that  man,  1  have  great  reafon  to  dread 
the  prefence  of  my  lord,  but  none  to  fear 
juftice.^^ 

And  is  this  your  final  refolution? 
Tt  is  indeed,  and  not  all  the  power  of 
.your  maflcr  and  his  agents,  fiiall  be  abl? 
to  change  it." 

Upon  this  Mrs.  Durant  called  up  the 
conftable;  and  upon  producing  his  war- 
rant, Mr.  Lee  made  his  appearance,  and 
ordered  him  to^^ithdraw  till  he  had  had 

fome 
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fome  conference  with  Mifs  Murrells;  to 
whom  he  ufed  che  fame  arguments  her 
mlftrefs  had  done ^  to  induce  her  to  accept 
the  other  alternative;  but  flie  remained 
inflexible  in  her  refolution;  and  fufiered 
herfelf  to  be  put  into  a  coach,  accompa* 
niedbyMrs-Duranr,  Mr.  Lee,  and  the  con- 
ftable,  the  latter  of  which  gave  the  coach 
man  orders  aloud,  to  drive  to  the  hoiife 
of  Jufdce  Lawrence. 

It  is  impollible  to  defcribe  the  ftate  of 
the  young  lady's  mind  at  this  junfture; 
who,  though  flie  preferred  a  removal  to 
any  place  to  a  continuance  with  Mrs.  Du- 
rant,  could  not  help  being  exceedingly 
terrified  at  the  thoughts  of  appearing  be- 
fore a  court  of  judicature,  as  a  criminal. 


Vou  !L      "       €  C  H  A  \\ 
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Examinaiion  and  the  Refulf^ 

ASoremn  fileace  prevaiied  in  the  coach 
which  conveyed  Ivlifs  Murrells^ 
until  the  driver,  taking  too  Ihort  a  com- 
pafs  in  turning  a  corner^  over-fet  it  juft 
by  a  tavern,  into  which  agentlema;i,  who 
was  paffing  the  flreet,  entered^  and  call- 
ed the  people  to  the  affiftance  of  the  di- 
ftreffed  peafons,  whole  lunation  he  imme- 
diately enquired  into,  and  found  the  old 
^voman's  flirieks  were  occaiioned  by  a  bro- 
ken leg;  and  the  oaths  and  imprecations 
of  the  men  proceeded  from  the  wounds 
they  had  received;  the  conftable  having  a 
violent  contufion  in  his  head,  and  the 
other's  wrift  being  doubled  in  the  fall, 
the  blood  and  bones  appeared  on  the  out- 
fide;  the  young  lady  having  luckily  only 
a  flight  fcratch  on  her  arm,  was  pouring 

forth 
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forth  thanks  to  Heaven  for  her  prefervati- 
on,  when  they  were  all  conveyed  into  the 
tavern,  and  a  furgeon  Tent  for. 

The  coachman  t^ms examined  concern- 
ing the  place  whiiher  he  wa^  conveyLig 
his  fare;  and  replied,  to  a  bagnio  in 
'  ftreet;  which  information  gave  the 

enquirer  no  favourable  opinion  of  the 
young  woman  and  her  companions.  How- 
ever, being  a  peribn  of  great  humanity 
and  Ikilled  in  phyfic,  he  attended  the 
furgeon  in  his  applications. 

Mrs.  Durant  and  the  men  were  in  too 
great  an  agony  from  the  pain  of  their 
v/ounds  to  regard  the  fafety  of  their  charge, 
who  perceiving  they  w^ere  not  in  a  condi- 
tion to  prevent  her  efcape,  was  endea- 
vouring to  get  out  of  the  houfe;  and 
had  gained  the  entry,  when  the  gentle- 
man who  had  aflifted  the  furgeon^  oppofed 
C  z  her 
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her  paffage,  and'  defired  fhe  would  per- 
mit him  to  look  at  her  arm,  (which  conti- 
nued bleeding)  ^'  I  thank  you,  fir,  laid 
Ihe,  my  wound  is  not  very  troublefome, 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  drefs  it  when 
I  get  to  a  place  of  fafety :  and  I  cannot 
bear  the  thoughts  of  returning  to  the 
wretches  I  hare  left." 

He  anfwered.  You  arc  in  a  much 
fafer  houfe  than  that  to  which  you  were 
going;  and!  infiftupon  your  not  ftirring 
from  hence  till  you  are  more  compofed: 
if  you  have  any  reafon  againflreturning  to 
the  people  you  came  with,  I  will  conduct 
you  into  another  room;  for  pohtively  you 
(hall  not  go  till  your  arm  is  taken  care 

If  you  will  be  fo  good,  fir,  as  to  pro- 
mife  I  (hall  not  be  carried  to  Mrs.  Durant 
and  Mr.  Lee,  I  will  fit  down  a  little 
while." 


I  know 
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I  know  nothing  of  Mrs.  Durante 
but  have  heard  of  feveral  gentlemen  of 
the  other  name ;  and  afliire  you,  you  fhali 
not  be  forced  anywhere  againft  your  incli- 
nations.'' 

**Upon  this  Ihefuffered  him  tacondufl 
her  into  a  room,  and  drefs  her  arm;  fhe 
then  offered  again  to  leave  the  houfe,  but 
he  ftopt  her,  faying,  what  flie  had 
hinted,  had  excited  a  curioiity  in  him  to 
know  who  Mr.  Lee  was  that  fhe  mentioa* 
ed?'' 

She  anfwered,  he  was  an  apothecary, 
who  lived  in  Hatton-Garden,  and  the 
perfon  who  broke  his  wrift:  But  fir.  It 
was  not  from  choice  I  accompanied  him 
and  the  vile  creature  in  whofe  company 
you  found  me;  and  if  you  are,  as  you  ap- 
pear  to  be  a  chriftian  and  a  gendeman, 
muft  entreat  you  to  aid  an  unfortunate, 
innocent  woman,  in  efcaping  from  the 
C  3  fhares 
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fnares  they-have  laid  to  render  me  as 
famous  as  themfelves." 

The  ftranger  exprefled  evident  marks 
of  aftoniOiment  at  her  fpeech  and  behavi- 
our. "  Ma'am  faid  he,  if  you  really  are 
fuch  a  perfon  as  you  would  infinuate,  1 
furprized  you  fluould  think  of  attending 
fuch  people  as  thefe,  and  to  fuch  aa 
houfe  as  the  coachman  faid  he  was  carry- 
ing you  to^  as  to  the  gentleman  you 
mention,  I  am  no  flranger  to  him^  the 
man  who  was  with  you  may  call  his  name 
Lee,  but  he  is  not  the  Lee  you  pretend, 
and  I  muft  own,  your  endeavouring  to  im- 
pofe  upon  me  has  not  heightened  my 
opinion  of  you.  However^  as  I  would 
much  rather  encourage  returning  virtue, 
than  leave  you  to  purfue  an  abandoned 
courfe,  if  you  will  afiiire  me  that  you  will 
quit  the  way  of  life  which  Ihavereafon  to 
I  fear  you  are  in,  I  will  be  fo  far  your 
friend,  as  to  protedyou  from  infult,  and 

endeavour: 
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encteavour  ro  place  you  in  a.  more  rep  uta- 
i4ible  one." 

• 

This  gentleman's  fufpicion  threw  Mifs- 
IMurrells  into  a.  violent  fit  of  tears,  and 
Gccafioned  fuch  an  unaffected  concern  ia. 
her  countenance^  as  induced  hiin  to  com.- 
pafTionate  her. 

Having  given  fomeveat  to  her  grief^  (her 
faid^  ^'  Oh,  fir,  you  know  not  how  cru- 
elly your  conjeftures  have  wounded  me;, 
lam  as  ignorant  in  the  paths. of  vice  as^ 
youfeemto  think  me  acquainted  witb 
them^  and  have  ever  lived  with  reputation. 
I  have  been  grollly  deceived  if  that  man 
whom  I  called  Lee,  is  not  die  perfon  I 
affirmed  him  to  be:  will  you  permit  me  to- 
inform  you  by  what  means  I  have  beea 
impofed  upon?'' — Ma'am/'  replied  he> 
^*  I  am  not  only  willingto  hearken  to  you,, 
but  if  you  can  make  good  your  affertions, 
fliall  be  ready  to  aflift  you." 

G  4  Ugom 
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Upon  this  fhe  gave  him  a  brief  account 
of  her  Ptory;  which  flie  had  no  fooner 
concluded,  than  he  dcfired  her  to  be  a$ 
eafy  as  (he  could,  for  fhould  he  find  her 
relation  to  he  faft,  he  would  do  his  utmoft 
to  relieve  her/'      I  will/^  continued  he, 

but  juft  ftep  to  Mrs.  Durant,  and  the 
men,  who  are  ftill  in  the  houfe,  if  you 
will  promife  to  flay  here  till  I  return.  I 
am  well  acquainted  with  Mr,  Lee  and 
Mifs  Moody,  and  knew  the  conneftion 
between  them  ^  and  if  I  can  but  get  that 
iady^s  letter  into  my  pofleffion,  I  lhall  be 
convinced  of  your  veracity." 

Mifs  Murrells  gave  him  her  word  flie 
would  wait  the  refult  of  his  inquiries; 
he  then  left  her:  and  fending  for  the 
lurgeon,  who  was  his  intimate  friend,  im- 
parted to  him  the  intelligence  he  had  re* 
chived. 


The 
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The  furgeon  agreed  with  him,  that  it 
would  be  proper  to  examine  his  patience 
concerning  Mifs  Murrells ;  and  as  their 
evidence  correfponded  with  her's,  they 
Ihould  be  able  to  judge  in  what  method 
to  proceed.  Accordingly  they  went  to- 
gether to  the  room  in  which  Mrs.  Durant 
was,  and  aiked  her  what  woman  llie  had 
fu  the  coach  with  her?  fhe  anfwered^  her 
fervant,  and  told  her  name,  %'i^g>  ^he 
was  going  to  carry  her  to  a  jufllce  of  peace 
for  robbing  her. 

They  tlien  demanded  the  names  of  the 
men  that  accompanied  her?  She  replied^ 
one  was  her  nephew,  Patrick  Mackihane, 
and  the  other  was  a  conftable. 

Pray,    madam/''  faid  the  furgeon^ 
Whence  had  youthe  girl  which  you  call 
your  fervant? 

Where  is  flie?  faid  the  old  woman.  ; 


C  s  Safe 
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Safe  in  this  gentleman's  cuftody  and 
mine,  returned  he:  but  where  did  £bs 
come  from?'* 

^'  Oh,  fif,  I  am  much  obliged  to  you 
for  fecuring  her;  I  beg  you  .would  fend 
her  to  me;  I  took  her  upon  charit)^;  and 
had  no  acquaintance  wiUi  her  but  by  ac- 
cidentally travelling  in  the  York  coach,, 
when  fhe  made  fuch  pitiful  complaints  oT 
being  in  diftrefs,  and  dellitute  of  a  placc^ 
that  I  took  her  immediately  into  my  fer- 
vice,  little  fufpefting  Ihe  would  turn  our 
a  thief/'  > 

This  account  not  quite  agreeing  with 
Mifs  Murrells's,  who  had  mentioned  Mifar 
Moody's  recom.mendation,  they  left  Mrs,^ 
Durant,  and  went  to  the  wounded  men, 
bf  whom  they  demanded  to  what  place 
they  were  goings  v/hen  the  accident  hap- 
pened. 


He 
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lie  \Yho  appeared  the  moft  like  a  gen- 
tleman, replied,  To  a  friend's  near 
Bloomfbury,  where  we  propofcd  to  have 
palled  a  joyous  evening,  had  not  this 
curfed  afFaii  prevented  us.  He  then  be- 
ftowed  marry  (liocking  execrations  on  the 
€oachman/' 

Upon  this  the  furgeon  left  the  room, 
and  the  gentleman  that  remained  afkedwho 
that  fellov/ was,  pointing  to  the  maiiwhofc 
head  was  bound  up;  and  how  a  perfon  of 
his  appearance  came  to  be  placed  v/ithin- 
fide  tiie  coach* 

MackftiaDe  anfwered^  He  is  the 
iher  of  the  girl  that  was  with  us,  and  is  a 
journeyman  pewterer.  Poor  creature !  he 
is  fo  aifeited  with  the  accident  we  met  with, 
that  he  feems  quite  regardlef:  of  his  daugh- 
ter; who,  indeed,  does  not  deferve  his 
care^  flie  is  fuch  a  devilifh  jade.  I  hope, 
Gt^mj  or  the  furgeon,  can  give  fome  ac* 
C  6  count- 
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count  of  hcr^  for  we  fhall  be  all  undone  if 
flie  has  got  :i\vay  to  follow  her  old  trade.'* 

1  thought  flie  had  been  Mrs*  Durant's 
your  aunt's  fervant/* 

So  fhe  is,  and  her  father  coming  to 
fee  her,  my  aunt  was  fo  kind  as  to  take  him^ 
into  the  coach,  m  order  to  fet  him  down  at 
the  place  where  he  w^orks.^  - 

At  this  inftant  the  furgeon  appeared  witii 
aconllable^  fapngat  his  entrance,  This 
honeft  fellow  has  a  warrant  to  fearch  you, 
fir,  for  afnuu-box,  wiiich  a  young  woman, 
who  calls  herfelf  Arabella  Murrells,  ac- 
cufes  you  of  felonioufly  taking  from  her/' 

*^  Curfe  the  jade !  I  never  wronged  her 
of  a  brafs  counter.  You  may  fearch  me, 
if  you  pleafe ;  but  if  it  were  not  for  this 
plaguy  broken  wrift,  I  Ihould  try  niy 
firength  againfl  your  warrant.'' 

Upoa 
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upon  this  the  conftable  emptied  Mack- 
fliane^s  pockets^  in  which  he  could  difeo- 
ver  nothing  like  the  thing  defcribed;  but 
a  parcel  of  papers,  which  he  flung  upon 
the  table ;  one  letter  among  them  being 
addrefled  to  Mr.  Lee^  apothecary^  in  Hat- 
ton  Garden,  which  the  furgeon  no  foooer 
laid  his  eyes  on,  than  he  delivered  it 
to  the  other  gentleman,  who  afked  Mack- 
fhane  how  he  came  by  it;  he  fwore  he 
would  not  anfwer  fo  impertinent  a  quef- 
tion> 

*^  You  rafcal!'''  faid  the  gentleman, 
**itisdire(5tedtome;  andlfliall  obhgeyou 
to  account  for  its  being  in  your  pofleflion : 
you  had  much  better  make  an  open  con- 
feflion,  for  we  have  other  matters  againft 
you,  upon  account  of  Mifs  Murrells,who 
has  depofed,  upon  oath,  that  you  have 
been  acceffary  to  detaining  her  in  your 
aunt's  houfe,  in  order  to  force  her  to  a  com- 
pliance 
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pliance  with  the  wicked  defigns  of  Lord 
^  Courtali;^ 

To  all  this  he  made  no  ether  reply,  than; 
that  he  fhould  find  a  time  to  be  revcaged 
of  her  for  all  the  lies  flie  had  invented  of 
him* 

The  furgeon  was  all  this  i^mc  buCed 
In  overlooking  the  other  paper  ;  and  find- 
ing the  following  letter^  read  it  aloud,  fay* 
ing,  Here  is  a  fufficient  p:onf  of  this 
wretch's  bafenefs,  and  the  veracity  of  the; 
young  woman.'* 

The  contents  were  thefe — 

TO   MR.  PATRICK  MAC K SHANE,  &€• 

r^ONFOUND  you,  Patrick!  what  ^ 
devil  are  you  about?  I  am  plaguily 
difappointed  that  you  and  the  old  fool> 
jour  aunt,  have  not  been  able  to  fubdue* 

the- 
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tiie  nonfenfical  fcruples  of  that  obftinate- 
young  jade,  who  has  led  me  fuch  a  dance. 
I  was  in  hopes  my  faving  your  neck  when^ 
you  made  that  pitiful  appearance  at  the 
Old  Bailey^  on  account  of  your  jfriend; 
Mac  Lean,  you  would  have  been  ready  to 
have  ferved  me  upon  all  occafions ;  but  I 
find  myfelf  mifhaken.  However,  if  you 
can  contrive  any  ftratagem  ro  bring  Bell 
Murrellstonightto  our  friend  Mother-—  — , 
you  know  who,  you  fhall  ftiil  have  my  pro^^ 
taction,  and  I  (hall  have  that  perverfe  flut, 
Take  notice,  I  cannot  exift  another  day 
without  hen 

Your's, 

GOURTALU*' 

Having  heard  this  epiftle,  Come, 
Mr,  Macklhane,'^  (aid  the  real  Mr.  Lee, 

if  you  are  not  inclined  to  make  a  fecond 

pitiful  appearance  before  that  court,  from 

"whence  this  noble  lord  has  delivered  you, 

you 
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you  muft  perfuade  your  aunt  to  difcharge 
Mifs  Murrells  from  her  femce  immediate- 
ly. You  have  taken  upon  you  my  name  j 
and  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  judge  the  in- 
Jury  my  ch^rafter  may  have  fuftained  by 
fuch  a  deception;  the  conftable  fliall  not 
depart  this  houle  till  I  have  her  difcharge; 
but  if  you  procure  that^  and  tell  me  truly^ 
who  this  fellow  your  accomplice  is^  I  fliall 
give  myfelf  no  farther  trouble  about  you, 
but  leave  you  to  the  care  of  your  right  ho- 
nourable patron/' 

Patrick,  finding  he  was  not  in  a  condi- 
tion to  refill  the  authority  of  the  conftable, 
promifed  to  comply  with  his  defire;^  and 
Mr.  Lee  having  wrote  Mifs  Murrells '5 
difcharge,  Macklhane  was  condufted  by 
the  conftable  and  the  two  gex^tiemen  into 
theprefence  of  his  aunt,  to  whom  he  faid, 
with  an  oath,  We  are  all  blown,  and 
you  muft  fign  this  paper/* 

Upon 
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Upon  hearing  the  purport  of  flie  was 
at  firjfl  imwilling ;  but  upon  the  threats  of 
Mr.  Lee,  (he  complied.  He  then  again 
demanded  who  the  pretended  father  of 
Mifs  Murrells  was ;  and  received  for  an- 
fwer,  A  porter,  hired  to  frighten  her, 
and  to  facilitate  the  fcheme  they  had  con- 
certed, not  of  carrying  her  before  a  ma- 
giftrate,  but  to  convey  her  to  his  lordftip.** 

Mr.  Lee,  having  obtained  this  informa- 
tion, bad  adieu  to  the  old  woman  and  her  - 
nephew,  and  returned  to  acquainttheyoung 
©ne  with  what  had  paflcd. 


CHAP. 
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Contains  z'ery  little. 

TT  THEN  Mr^.  Lee  entered  the  room 


V  V  where  Mils  Murrells  was,  he  found 
her  in  tears,  and  vaftly  uneafy  at  his  long 
abfence,  which  ihe  apprehended  had  afford- 
ed him  time  to  hearken  to  the  falfe  accounts 
her  miftrefs  would  doubtlefs  give  him*. 
But,  no  fooner  had  he  acquainted  her  with 
his  proceedings,  and.  convinced  her^  by 
relating;  fevei  al  incidents  which  Ihe  had 
heard  Mifs  Moody  mention,  that  he  was 
the  identical  perfon  to  whom  that  lady  had: 
recommended  her,  than  fhe  returned  thanks 
to  Heaven,  andlum,  for  the  protection  he 
oftered  her. 

He  told  her  he  imagined  her  fpirits  requir- 
ed repofe,  after  the  viciffitudes  of  the  day; 
and  yet,  before  flie  indulged  it,  he  muft  offer 
2tpropofition  tending  to  her  fafety :    I  have 


thSL^ 
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the  honour,  madam/'  continued  he,  to 
be  in  the  good  opinion  of  A^ifs  Moody's 
aunt^  Mrs,  Severn;  and  dare  venture  to 
promife  you  a  refuge  in  her  houfe,  until! 
you  can  get  afuitable  fervice.  If  you  wjll 
permit  me  in  the  morning  to  attend  you  to 
Hampftead,  we  can  take  the  ftage  early  5 
and  if  you  now  chufe  to  go  to  reft,  I  have- 
intereft  enough  in  this  hcufe  to  procure  yoit 
a  fafe  retirement;  but  fhould  you  rather, 
quit  it,  late  as  it  is,  I  will  wait  upon  you 
to  the  inn  from  whence  the  Hampftead 
coach  fets  out,  and  leave  you  there  until 
morning." 

Mifs  Murrells,  highly  delighted  with 
this  fcheme,  anfwered,  fhe  fliould  regard 
him  as  her  guardian  angel^  if  he  would 
pleafe  to  put  it  in  execution  immediately,, 
for  fhe  could  not  be  eafy  to  pafs  another 
hour  under  the  fame  roof  with  her  perfe- 
cutors^ 
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He  then  perfuaded  her  to  eat  a  cruft. 
and  drink  a  glafs  of  wine;  after  which  they 
fet  forward,  on  foot,  to  the  houfe  at  which 
the  Hampftead  coach  put  up ;  where  he 
left  her  for  a  few  hours  to  the  care  of  the 
landlady,  who,  by  the  force  of  the  royal 
impreffion  on  a  certain  potent  ore,  with 
which  Mr.  Lee  prefented  her,  was  prevail- 
ed upon  to  be  very  afliduous  in  attending 
-upon  Mifs  Murrells,  who  we  muft  leave  to 
repair,  by  reft,  the  diforder  which  the  accU 
dents  of  the  day  had  occafioned. 


CHAP. 
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7he  Hljhry  of  Mrs.  Durant. 

HAVING  conduced  Mifs  Murrells 
out  of  the  reach  of  Mrs.  Durant 
and  her  nephew,  I  will  give  rhe  reader 
fome  anecdotes  relating  to  them ;  which 
were  faithfully  tranfmitted  to  a  perfon^  of 
whom  he  will  hear  more  hereafter. 

AlFrench  refugee  whoferved  the  grand- 
father of  Lord  Courtall,  and  his  lady's  wo- 
man, after  acquiring  a  competency  in  their 
refpedive  fei^ices,  formed  a  legal  union, 
the  confequences  of  which  -/as  the  birth  of 
Mrs.  Durant  and  another  daughter.  This 
couple  had  fo  far  ingratiated  themfelves  in- 
to the  favour  of  their  noble  mafter,  that  he 
procured  the  man  a  confiderable  pofl  un- 
der government,  to  the  excluHon  of  awor- 
tliy  candidate,  whofe  fortune  had  been  re- 
duced by  his  anceflors  ftridt  adherence  to 

their 
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their  king  and  country,  In  the  great  rebel- 
lion. 

Mrs.  Durai^t  v/as  genteely  educated  by 
her  parents,  who  lived  up  to  the  height  of 
their  income,  and  both  died  before  fne  at- 
tained her  eighteenth  year,  leaving  her  and 
her  filter  defiltute  of  a  fortune;  upon 
which  Ihe  applied  to  the  old  earl  for  fome 
little  fupport^  who  granted  her  fifty  poUxids; 

Ihc  was  of  too  indolent  and  proud  a 
dii  pof  tion  to  relifh  a  fcheme  of  induftry, 
and  rather  chofe  to  accept  tlie  offer  my  lord 
{his  fon)  made  her  of  forty  pounds  a  year 
to  become  his  miflrefs,  in  which  capacity 
ihe  lived  upon  one  of  his  lordfhip's  eftates 
in  the  country;  till,  by  the  death  of  his 

father,  he  became  Earl  of  ;  when  he 

trought  her  to  town,  and  continued  to 
vifit  her  as  formerly;  rhough  he  had  long 
fmce  married  a  lady  cf  great  merit,  beauty^ 
and  family,  by  whom  he  had  Lord  Court- 
all. 

Mrs.  Du- 
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Mrs.  Durant's  filter  had  the  prudence  to 
go  into  the  fervice  of  a  lady,  from  wbiCnce 
ilie  married  a  drummer,  belonging  to  the 
guards,  who  was  the  father  of  Mackihaae^ 

Mrs.  Durant  had  the  art  to  keep  well 
with  the  earl,  much  longer  than  could  be 
expefted  from  the  nature  of  his  attach- 
ment to  her^,  and  by  his  intereft  a  poft 
ill  a  certain  office,  was  granted  to  her  ne- 
phew, from  whence  he  was  expelled  for 
fraudulent  praftices,  by  which  means  both 
he  and  his  aunt  incurred  the  difpleafure  ef 
the  peer,  who,  it  was  conjedured,  was  glad 
of  a  pretence  to  get  rid  of  fo  difagreeable 
i'ompanion  as  fhe  was  become,  by  the  al- 
teration time  and  vice  had  made  in  her 
perfoa. 

She  had  fold  her  annuity  in  order  to  ex- 
tricate her  nephew  out  of  the  fcrape  which 
his  unjuft  proceedings  had  brought  him 
into  y  a  confiderable  fum  being  demanded 

for 
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for  not  calling  him  to  fuch  an  account  as 
muft  have  endangered  his  life.  After  flic 
found  all  her  endeavours  to  regain  the 
favour  of  the  carl  ineffeftual,  flie  applied 
to  Lord  Courtall;  who,  upon  her  promifc 
of  affifting  him  in  the  defigns  which  he 
w^as  perpetually  forming  againft  the  virtue 
of  every  woman  who  appeared  agreeable  to 
him,  placed  her  in  the  houfe  where  flie 
decoyed  Mifs  Murrells.  Her  nephew^  was 
a  hackney  wTiter^  by  which  means,  and 
being  pimp  in  ordinary  to  his  lofdfliip, 
fubfifted. 

In  this  fituation  fl^e  was  when  Lord 
Courtall,  finding  his  hopes  of  bringing 
Mifs  Murrells  voluntarily  to  confenttohis 
propofals  baffled,  determined,  by  force  or 
fraud, sto  get  her  into  his  power;  to  this  end 
he  had  folicited  the  affnlance  of  honeft 
Mafter  Adams  and  his  w^ife,  but  in  vain; 
and  being  informed,  by  his  fpies,  of  her 
journey,  he  purfued  her,  and  arrived  at  the 

inn 
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inn  where  fBe  dined  on  the  day  Ihe  reached 
Bugden,  fome  time  before  the  coach  ^  and 
was,  as  no  doubt  the  reader  guefles^  the 
very  perfon  who  held  that  conference  with 
Juftice  Moody,  v/hich  fo  much  alarmed 
Mifs  Murrells. 

The  information  he  obtained  from  il}c 
juftice  made  him  conjeclure  the  protection 
offered  her  by  Mr.  Manly,  was  of  tlie  f mie 
•naturp  of  that  flie  had  rejecled  from  him, 
and  induced  him  to  make  the  beft  of  his 
way  to  town;  where  he  confulted  with 
Mackftiane  and  Mrs,  Ehirant,  what  method 
he  fliould  take  to  fruftrate  Mr,  Manly^s 
defigns,  and  fecure  Mifs  Murrells^ 

In  this  triumvirate  it  was  agreed,  that 
Mrs.  Durant  Ibould  fet  out  early  the  next 
morning  in  a  chariot  and  four,  and  return 
to  town  in  the  ftage  coach,  which  would 
afford  her  an  opportunity  of  forming  an 
acquaintance  with  the  young  lady,  who 

Vol.  II.  D  flie 
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flie  had  orders  to  invite  to  her  houfe,  till 
Hie  could  accommodate  herfelf  better. 
But  when  this  procurefs  perceived  IMifs' 
Murrells  had  wrote  (as  (he  imagined)  to 
.Mr.  Lee,  flie  thought  if  Ihc  could  get  that 
letter  into  her  poffelTion  it  might  facilitate 
*a  more  plaufible  fcheme,  and  give  my  lord 
fome  information  concerning  her  defigns 
in  taking  diis  journey. 

This  epiftle  furniflied  the  old  vv'omaa 
with  the  contrivance  of  impoiing  Mack- 
Ihane  upon  the  young  lady  for  Mr.  Lee ; 
and  w^as  the  fource  of  all  the  vexation  ftie 
underwent  from  that  deception. 

Mrs.  Durant,  by  the  accident  Ihe  met 
with  in  the  profecution  of  hi^  lordfhip's 
orders,  was  rendered  incapable  of  being 
further  ferviceable  to  him  in  that  affair;  and 
he  was  fo  ungenerous  as  to  bury  the  merit 
of  her  intentions  in  his  own  difappoint- 
ment,  rcfufmg  to  defray  tlie  expences  at- 
tending 
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teding  riie  cure ;  a  plain  proof  that  where 
vice  predominajtes,  it  extirpates  every  hiN 
mane  fentiment^  as  well  a"^  every  virtue 
from  the  foiiL 


Dt  CHAP. 
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^  Introduces  Mils  T^Iurrells  to  a  Lady  ^ 
^alitym 

I APPREHEND  the  reader  will  be 
very  ready  to  leave  the  wretches  menti- 
•oned  in  the  preceding  chapter,  to  fuchre- 
lieftions  as  their  conducl  muft  occafion, 
and  return  to  the  fair  fugitive,  whom  Mr. 
Lee  efcorted  to  Hampftead.    Sh^  met  with 
a  friendly  reception  from  Mrs.  Severn, 
who,  from  the  account  her  niece  had  given 
of  Mifs  Murrells,  was  very  well  inclined 
to  affift  her;  and  Mr.  Lee  having  ac<juaint- 
ed  her  with  the  confpiracy  which  had  been 
formed  againll  her,  (he  told  the  young  la- 
dy, (he  fhould  be  welcome  to  (lay  wuth  her 
till  fhe  could  obtain  a  more  reputable  fer- 
vice.     Upon  this  Mr.  Lee  returned  to 
town,  and  demanded  Mifs  Murrells's  port- 
manteau 
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manteau  and  cloaths^  which  he  difpatched 
to  her.. 

The  terror  and  utieafihefs  flie  had  been 
tinder,  made  her  efteenr  herfelf  very  hap- 
py in  this  Ctuation;  and  though  fhe 
was  ftili  in  a-  ftate  of  uncertainty,  as  to 
her  future  eftablilhment  in  the  world,  the 
tendernefs  of  Mrs.  Severn  greatly  ^lieved 
her  anxiety,  and  fufpended  the  corroding 
refleftibns  of  her  paft  and  prefent  ftate. 

She  had  remained  near  a  fortnight  witH 
this  hofpitable  lady,  when  a  cafual  vifitor 
mentioned  a  young  lady  of  quality  and 
fortur.e,  who  was  in  want  of  an  attendant. 
Mrs.  Severn  diinkrng,  as  fhe- was  a  linglc 
lady,  and  livedin  great  reputatfon,  it  would 
be  an  advantageous  place  for  Mifs  Murrells ; 
though  flie  was  informed  her  ladyfliip  was 
whimfical,  and  had  very  little  good- nature 
in  her  compofition;  ftie  imagined  the  per- 
fon  flie  was  to  recommend,  was  not  in  cir- 
D  3  curii- 
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cnmftances  to  make  objecftions  againft  fuch 
a  fervke;  and  therefore,  having  obtained 
an  addrefs,  (he  waited  on  Lady  Fanny 
Snarkr  the  next  day^  and  recommended 
Mifs  Murrells  to  her.  She  was  fo  fuccefs- 
ful  in  her  negociation^,  that  Mifs  Murrells- 
removed  to  Lady  Fanny's  the  following 
week. 

She  had  not  been  with  her  ladyfhip  ma- 
ny days,  before  fhe  was  convinced  report 
had  not  exaggerated  her  foibles;;  jindtha* 
Uie  ufed  her  utmoft  efforts  to  oblige  her» 
found  it  impoflible.  This  capricious  tem- 
per of  her  lady's,  rendered  her  very  un* 
happy;  for  Ihe  was  certain^  if  her  ladyfliip 
had  conceived  any  fpleen,  at  the  fuperiority 
of  beauty,  or  any  accomplifhments  of  her 
acquaiutanee,  to  have  it  all  vented  upon  her 
ia  the  moft  opprobious  language.  She 
was  an  aukward  ilut!  a  low-lif^  wretch! 
and  it  was  owing  to  fuch  creatures,  who 
did  not  know  how  ;o  itick  a  pin,  that  Ihe 

had 
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fcad  the  mortification  of  hearing  the  Irifti 
girls  cried  up  for  toafts  before  her  face. 
She  thanked  heaven,  fhe  had  eyes  as  well 
as  her  impertinent  acquaintance ;  and  were 
it  not  for  the  ftupidity  and  want  of  taffcein 
the  wretches  who  dreffed  her,  flie  could 
plainly  difcern  the  world  would  acknow-  . 
ledge,  Ihe  was  not  inferior  to  them;  but  it 
was  always  her  hard  fate  to  fall  ivuo  tht 
hands  of  fuch  creatures. 

This  was  the  ufual  ftyle  in  which  her 
ladylliip  converfed  with  Mifs  Murrells, 
who  patiently  endured,  not  onlj  the  in- 
fults  of  her  tongue,  but  even  a  blow,  which 
fhe  received,  for  attempting  to  vindicate 
herfelfinashumbieamanneraspoUible.  Be- 
ing refolved  to  put  up  with  thefe  mortifica-  ' 
tions,  rather  than  remove  from  a  place . 
where  flie  lived  in  credit,  and  was  fecured 
from  the  purfuits  of  Lord  Courtall;  and 
-  her  good  fenfe  fuggefted  to  her,  that  pati- 
ently bearing  with  them,  was  the  bed 
D  4  ^  atone- 
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aionemenc  flie  could  make,  for  the  indul- 
gence the  had  formerly  given  to  her  vanity; 
and  that  heaven  deiigncd  this  reprefencati- 
on  of  her  owr.  follies,  in  thofe  of  another 
perfon,  as  a  leflbn  and  a  puniftment  due 
to  them.  Such  were  the  reficciions  flic 
diev/  from  her  lady's  behavi  jur, 

A  month  pafled  on  in  this  manner,  when 
her  lady,  returning  from  an  auftion  one 
morning,  ordered  her  to  carry  fome  china, 
which  (he  had  purchafed,  into  her  drefllng- 
room,and  place  it  upon  the  India  cabinet, 
which  fhe  accordingly  did.  Her  ladyfhip 
going  into  the  room  foon  after,  caft  her 
eyesupon  the  cabinet,  and  in  a  rage  faid. 

You  aukward  trollop!  how  could  you 
difpofe  die  figures  in  fuch  a  friglitful  man- 
ner?" 

Mifs  Murrells  anfwered,  fhe  was  forrjr 
her  ladyfliip  was  difpkaied  with  it;  but  if 
(he  pleafed  to  inform  her  how  fhe  would 
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Have  them  placed^  (he  would  alter  them ; 
and»  flipping  the  curling  irons,  which  (he 
Bad  in  her  hand,  into  the  fire^  was  moving 
up  to  the  china,  when  her  lady  ftopped^er, 
faying,  Prirfiee,  monfterf  hold  off 
you  I  (ills,  for  you  fhatl  not  touch  it." 
Upon  which  (he  took  a  piece  down  with' 
her  own  hand,  which  unluckly  fell  from 
thence  to  the  ground,  and  was  inftantly  de- 
mQliftiedc 

This  accident  encreafing  her  wrath,  (he 
fiev/  to  thefirc^  and  laying  hold  of  the  ironfi, 
applied  them,  hot  as  they  were,  to  Mifs 
Murrells's  cheek,  which  (lie  pinched  with- 
all  her  might;  Mifs  Murrellsat  this  fetup 
fuch  a  fcream,  as  brought  up  the  other 
fervants,  to  whom  (he  faid  nothing;  but 
clapping  her  handkerchief  to  her  face,  de- 
fired  her  lady  to  explain  the  caufe,  which 
obliged  her  to  quit  her  fervice  that  cio- 
menc. 


End. 
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Ending  thefe  words,  Ihe  mn  v;ith  great- 
precipitation  down  ftairs,  and  had  gained 
the  flreet  and  called  ^  coach,  before  the 
lervants  (who  had  orders  from  her  lady  to 
detain  her  and  fend  for  a  furgeon)  could 
overtake  her^  but  notwithftanding  their 
perfuafions,  that  fhe  would  not  leave  the 
houfe  in  that  manner,  fhe  flepped  into  the 
coach,  and  was  conveyed,  according  to 
her  defire,  to  Mr,  Lee's. 

That  humane  gentleman  was  in  the  ut- 
mod  furprize  at  the  appearance  (he  made, 
and  immediately  procured  a  furgeon.  Her 
burn  being  drefled,  notwithftanding  the 
pain,  nothing  could  deter  hef  from  pro-^ 
ceeding  to  Hampftead  that  very  night, 
where  (he  was  kindly  received  by  Mrs.  Se- 
vern; whofe  concern  at  being  inftrumental 
ii?  placing  her  v/ith  this  quality  virago,  was 
Vttle  inferior  to  that  of  the  poor  fufferer. 

She  dcfired  Mifs  Murrells  to  continue 
Vitb  her  tiU  her  face  was  well,  and  ad:yifed 

her 
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her  to  profecute  Lady  Fanny  for  the  adion ; 
but  this  laft  propofal  flie  would  not  agree 
to.  A  few  days  after  her  arrival  at  Hamp- 
ftead,  (he  received  the  following  letter — 

*^  TO  ARABELLA  MtJRRELLS^  &C. 
"  MI7RRELLS, 

JAM  forry  for  the  accident  thatmade 
you  leave  my  family  in  fo  unhand- 
fom^e  a  manner;  the  provokation  your 
awckardnefs  daily  gave  me  was  infupport- 
able;  tho*  I  own^  I  was  to  blame  to  carry 
my  refentmentsfofar;  and  it  was  certainly 
very  wrong  for  me  to  expedl  fuch  a  crea-. 
ture  Ihould  be  capable  of  adorning  my 
houfe  or  my  perfon :  for  you  muft  confefs 
you  have  no  tafte  in  life^  and  that  I  had 
good  Tcafon  to  be  angrey;  and  when  you 
knew  my  temper,  and  had  committed  fuch 
an  egreegus  blunder  i-n  mifplafmg  the  chi- 
na,  you  ihould  not  have  provoked  me  by 
ftaying  in  my  ptefance ;  but  I  did  not  in- 
D  6  tend 
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tend  to  hurt  you,  only  defined  a  mild  cor- 
rektion  for  your  faults,  to  make  you  moi-e 
careful  another  time  ^  but  fince  you  may 
be  at  fome  expenfe  in  the  cure  of  the  llit« 
hurt  you  have  had,  I  inclofe  a  banknote 
of  2oL  which  you  muft  think  a  fultam- 
mends.  And  I  dcfire,  I  may  never  more 
fet  eyes  on  a  wench  that  I^s  given  me  fucU 
trouble* 

F,  SkarlerJ* 

The  bill  that  accompanied  this  furly 
epiftle,  compenfated  for  the  reft  of  its  con- 
tents, and  afforded  Mifs  Murrells  a  feafon- 
able  relief;  the  fmall  pittance  faved  out  o£ 
the  ruins  of  her  father's  fortune  being 
nearly  exhaufied  y  and  the  manner  in  which 
flie  had  been  obliged  to  quit  her  ferviccs^ 
having  made  no  addition  to  it* 

The  furgeon,  to  whofe  eare  Mr.  Lcc 
hadconfigned  her,  madeafpeedy  cure,  with 

ihtlt 
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Iktle  blemifh  to  her  face;  and  kindly  re* 
fufed  to  accept  of  any  gratuity  for  his 
trouble. 

She  now  began  to-  enquire  for  another 
fervice,  and  was  advifed  to  apply  to  Mils 
Aldrich,  an  heirefs,  latefy  come  of  age,, 
and  to  the  poffeffion  of  30^000].  whofe 
character  was  the  reverie  of  Lady  Fanny's. 
Mrs.  Severn,  perceiving  (he  was  defn'ous 
of  attending  he?,  made  apphcation  to  the 
lady  on  her  behalf ^  but  the  confequence 
of  thatmuft  be  deferred  to  the  fubfequen^ 
chapter. 


CHAP; 
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C  H  A  F.  VIIL 

Mj/s  Murrells  changes  her  Habitation* 

A  /f  I  S  S  Aldrich  was  no  fooner*  ac- 
J^qi^ainted  with  Mifs  Murrells's  de- 
fire,  than  file  readily  received  her  into 
her  family,  which  confided  of  two  other 
female  fervants,  a  coachman,  footman, 
and  butler*  In  this  place  (he  experienced 
a  quite  contrary  behaviour  from,  her  lady 
than  what  (he  had  been  ufed  to  at  her  for- 
mer. Mifs  Aldrich  was  ever  eafy,  andirt 
a  difpofition  to  be  pleafed.  Being  a  wo- 
Tiian  of  gaiety,  withfo  affluent  a  fortune, 
her  houfe  was  crouded  with  vifitants  of 
promifcuous  characters,  and  a  group  of 
profefTed  admirers  perpetually  attended 
her. 

Amongft  this  clafs,  Mifs  Murrells  was 
greatly  furprized  to  fee  her  fellow  traveller 

Captain 


The    stage    COACH.  6j 

Captain  Cannon,  who  made  his  court  to 
her  lady  with  great  affidiiitj^  and  to  all  ap- 
pearance was  not  ill  received  by  her,  as 
the  permitted  him  to  atrend  her  wherever 
file  went.  She  had  the  difcernment,  to 
difcover  her  lady  had  no  great  fbare  of 
underftanding,  and  began  to  fear,  Ihe 
would  become  a  prey  to  that  infipid  cox- 
comb, who  perfonated  the  fine  gentleman 
fo  well,  as  to  render  himfelf  an  acceptable 
gueft  in  the  family.  She  imagined  the 
reception  he  met  with,  proceeded  from 
her  lady's  ignorance  of  his  real  character 
and  quahtyj  and  thought  it  was  her  du- 
ty to  give  her  fome  infoi'mation  concern- 
ing him, 

Acfcordingly,  one  morning,  when  Mifs 
Aldrich  returned  from  Ranelagh,  whither 
he  attended  her,  fhe  took  the  liberty  to 
alk,  of  what  family  Captain  Cannon  was? 
To  tell  you  truly  Bell,  1  never  had 

ihe 
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the  curiofiry^  to  enquire;  li«t  no  doubt,  by 
his  appearance  he  is  a  gentleman  •  I  dan- 
ced with  him  at  a  ball  about  a^TiOnch  ago; 
fince  which  time  he  has:  frequently  viGted 
me,    I  never  concern'-  myfelf  about  his 
family  or  fortune,  as  he  is  good  humoured 
•and  very  entertaining;  dances  to  a  mira- 
cle; and  there  is  not  a  creature  underftands 
bragg  better.    For  my.  part,  I  like  his» 
converfation  very  well  to  kill  an  hour 
urith;  but,  Ifuppofe,  by  your  queftion,. 
you  think  I  may  have  accepted  his  offers- 
of  love,  fori  know  the  world  think  foj. 
but  I  allure  you,   I  have  no  defign  o£ 
marrying  at  prefent." 

Mifs  Murrells  was  much  pleaftd  wuk 
this  declaration,  and  as  her  lady  appear- 
ed fo  indifferent  about  Cannon,  faid  no- 
tching more  of  him,  than  that  his  frequent: 
vifits  had  induced  her  to  regard  him: as 
lover.  Yet  thinking,  he  might  have  fomc 

atTcendant 
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•ari  endant  over  her  lady,  and  would  pro- 
bably endeavour  to  remove  her  from  her 
car  if  he  knew  Ihe  was  in  her  fervice,  flie 
refoivcd  to  avoid  his  fight  whenever  he 
Came. 

She  remained  in  this  family  a  few 
months,  when  Mifs  Aldrich  fpent  a  day 
upon  the  Thames,  upon  a  party  of  pleafure^ 
where  fhe  gotfuch  a  violent  cold,  that  a 
fever  fucceeded  of  fo  malignant  a  nature^, 
that  (he  expired  in  ten  days,  to  theinex- 
preflible  concern  of  her  whole  family;  par- 
ticularly to  her  ferv'ant  Bell,  who  was  agaia 
obliged  to  return  to  her  good  friend  Mrs^ 
Severn,  who  had  given  her  an  invitation,, 
whenever  fhe  was  at  alofs  for  a  place,  to 
repair  to  her  houfe^ 

Upon  the  Saturday  night,  after  her 
re  urn  to  Mrs.  Sevenths,  a  vifitor  arri  - 
ved there  from  town,  who  was  to  retura 
00  the  Monday.   Ac  her  firft  appearance, 

Mi6 
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Mifs  Murrells  imagined  fhe  had  fome 
where  feen  her  before,  but  could  not  re- 
colled  at  what  place,  till  Mrs.  Severn^ 
cxpreffing  great  pleafure  at  the  fight  of 
her,  faid  Pray,  Mrs.  Hill^  how  does 
all  our  Suffolk  friends?'' 

The  mention  of  her  name  and  that  C'oun 
try,  brought  to  Mifs  Murrells's  remem- 
brance the  milUner^  at  whofe  houle  fhe 
had  feen  the  mountebank,  and  fhe  pre- 
fcntly  recognized  her  in  this  viiitant.  She 
perceived  by  her  converfation,  that  fhe 
was  a  woman  of  good  fenfe  and  experi- 
ence, and  from  the  refpeft  which  Mrs. 
Severn  paid  to  her,  conceived  a  very  dif- 
ferent idea  of  her  than  what  ihe  formerly 
had, 

To  this  gentlewoman,  the  lady  of  the 
lioufe  imparted  Mifs  Murrelis^s  defire  of 
p  rccuringa  fervice,  and  begged  her  to 
recommend  her  to  one.    A  motion  not 
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very  agreeable  to  Mifs  Murrells,  who 
could  not  think  of  fettling  in  a  neighbour- 
hood, where  her  family  had  lived  infplen-* 
dorj  and  thought  lierfelf  lefs  liable. to  ob- 
fervation  whilft  Ihe  remained  about  town. 
She  therefore,  having 'thanked  Mrs.  Se- 
vern, forfo  kindly  interelling  herfelf  in 
her  affairs,  in  as  modeft  a  manner  as  pofli- 
ble,  declared  fhe  had  particular  reafons 
againfl:  entering  into  any  ferv^ce  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  where  fhe  imagined 
Mrs.  Hill  refided. 

To  which  Mrs.  Severn  replied,  I 
cannot  condemn  you  for  chufmg  a  more 
diftant  fituation.  But  Mrs.  Hill  has  left 
that  neighbourhood  fame  years,  and  is 
fettled  in  her  bufinefs  in  London;  and 
from  her  acquaintance  with  many  families 
of  diftinftion,  I  think  it  may  be  in  her 
pojv^ir  tQ  reccmiuend  you.'' 

Mifa 
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Mifs  Murrells  hearing  this  informed' 
jMrs.  Hill  of  the  reafons  which  had  in- 
duced her  to  dechne  her  afliftance;  ad- 
ding, as  Ihe  refided  in  town,  fl^e  lliould 
be  greatly  obliged  to  her,  if  (he  could 
tell  her  of  a  fliitable  place. 

Mrs.  Hill  anfwered,  I  will  be  fare 
to  inform  you  of  the  firft  vacancy  of  that 
fort  chat  I  can  hear  of.  But,  madam,  as  you 
have  ftiewn  fuch  a  Taudabfe  defire  of  fup^ 
porting  yourfelf  by  induftry,  and  have  been 
fo  unluccefsful  in  your  undertakings  hi- 
therto, perhaps  you  would  not  di'flikf 
attending  my  (hop  in  the  capacity  of  a 
journey-woman;:  I  have  at  this  time  cc- 
cafion  for  a  genteel  perfon  in  that  way^  and 
would  with  pleaiure.  tak^  you  upon  your 
own  terms/* 

Mrs.  Severn  feconded"  this  propofitldh^- 
gxid  faid^  flie  thought  it  preferable  to  any" 

fcrvicc: 
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fervice  (he  could  fix  in.  Mils  Murrells  no 
iefs  approved  of  it,  and  agreed  to  attend 
JVIrs.  Hili  to  town  on  the  moaday, 
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CHAP.  IX, 
Mrsn  Hill  relates  her  Hijlory^ 

MR  S,  Hill,  being  returned  to  her 
own  houfe,  made  Mifs  Murrells 
comprehend  her  bufinefs^  which  fhe  was 
able  to  perform  with  great  facility,  efteem- 
ing  hcrfelf  very  fortunate  in  attaining  fo 
cafy  a  method  of  procuring  a  fubflftance  : 
h^r  miftrefs  treated  her  as  a  friend  and 
companion,  makingno  diftinftion  between 
her  and  her  own  daughter,  of  whofe  bed 
(he  partook,  and  was  always  feated  at  the 
fame  table. 

Such  a  freedom  of  behaviour  induced 
her  to  take  the  liberty  of  alking  Mrs. 
Hill,  how  long  ftie  had  been  in  that  way 
of  life  ?  and  of  what  profeflion  her  late 
hufband  w^as?  to  which  flie  replied, 
\\  When  I  entered  into  bufinefs  I  was 

unacquainted 
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tiiiacquainted  with  it  as  you  arc.  My 
fadier  was  a  country  gentleman,  of  an  an- 
cient family,  v/hofeanceftors  had,  by  ex* 
travagance,  in  a  few  fucceffions,  reduced 
an  hereditary  eftate  of  three  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  to  as  many  hundreds;  when 
my  grand-father  became  pofTeffor  of  it, 
who  prudently  refolved,  by  the  ftriclefc 
occonomy,  to  prevent  a  further  diflipation. 
Adhering  to  this  determination  made  him 
looked  upon  by  many,  and  even  by  his 
own  children,  as  rather  too  penurious* 
my  father  being  his  only  fon,  was  fent  to 
the  univerfity,  in  order  to  qualify  him 
for  the  church;  but  his  expences  there' 
proving  greater  than  the  old  gentleman 
expefted,  he  removed  him  from  thence  iit 
two  years,  and  prevailed  upon  him,  who 
was  naturally  fond  of  a  rural  life,  to  refide 
in  the  country,  and  endeavour  to  improve 
his  eftate,  by  turning  the  bent  of  his  ftu- 
dies  to  the  cultivation  of  his  lands.  Be- 
fidcs  my  father,  he  had  a  daughter  who 

was 
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was  married  tc  the  re6tor  of  the  parifli,  by 
whom  The  had  a  Ibn,  before  hex  brother's 
return  from  college. 

Wl^en  my  father  attained  to  the  age 
of  thirty,  my  grandfather  advifed  him  to 
marry  the  daughter  of  a  neighbouring 
gcntlema^i,  who  gave  her  a  fuitable fortune. 
Within  a  year  after  their  marriage  I  was 
born^  in  my  grandfather's  houfe;  for,  be- 
ing a  widower,  they  lived  together;  and, 
I  have  heard,  in  great  harmony.  The 
following  year  my  mother  brought  me  a 
lifter,  who  expired  asfoonasfhe  faw  light; 
and  my  mother  furvived  her  but  a  fortnight. 

The  utmoft'care  was  taken  of  me; 
-and  I  was  reared  up  upon  my  grandfa- 
ther's knee,  who  was  infinitely  fond  of  me 
in  my  infancy!  and  when  I  was  about  fix 
years  old,  my  father  dying  of  a  mortificati- 
on in  his  leg,  which  was  occafioned  by  a 
bruife  he  received  from  a  piece  of  timber 

falling 


The    stage    COACH.  75 

tailing  upon  him,  my  grandf  ither  took 
his  lois  lb  to  heart,  that  he  did  not  out- 
live him  many  montlis. 

I  was  left.,  at  their  deceafc,  to  i\u 
g^iardlanfhip  of  my  unck,  tlic  clergyman^ 
with  two  tlioufand  pounds  to  my  fortune, 
the  bulk  of  my  grandfathcfs  eftatc  be- 
ing by  him  bequeathed  to  my  coulln,  the 
clergyman's  ion.  My  guardian  and  his 
good  wife,  difciiarged  their  trufi  with 
great  care  and  fidelity;  and  I  remained  in 
their  family  thi'eeyears,  when  rhey  placed 
iiie  at  a  boarding  fcliool  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood; where,  upon  account  of  th? 
lolsofmy  aunt,  J[  continued  much  longer 
than  fhe  intended. 

I  was  eighteen  when  I  left  It;  and 
had  formed  an  acquaintance  with  the  fon 
of  a  grea:t  wooi-fador  in  the  place,  who 
was  reputed  to  be  very  wealthy.  This 
young  man  had  gained  my  affeftions  fo 

E  far 
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far,  that  I  folicited  my  uncle's  content 
to  marrv  him:  he  at  firft  did  not  much  ap- 
prove ot  my  entering  intothxC  cares  of  life 
at  io  inexperienced  an  age:  bur  by  t-ie 
perfuafions  of  Mr.  Hill  andhisfon,  agreed 
to  our  marriage;  and  we  reiidedwith  my 
father  in-law;  during;  whofe  life  I  lived  in 
a-ftate  of  eafe  and  plenty ;  in  which  rime 
I  had  a  ion  and  daughter.  But  no  iboner 
was  he  dead,  than  I  found  all  his  boafted 
wealth  reduced  to  a fum  hardly  f^ilticient 
to  carry  on  the  trade.  My  huiband  was 
rather  too  carelels  in  his  buhnefs  when 
kit  to  himfelf;  and  by  his  fondnefs  for 
tavern  company  neglected  it  fo  much 
that  I  law  every  day  figns  of  approach- 
ing ruin. 

^'  Our  fon  had  received  an  academical 
education,  as  we  defigned  hiiii  for  one  of 
the  faculties  :  he  was  profecuting  his  ftu- 
dies  at  t\-\c  univerllt}^  when  his  grandfa- 
ther s  death,   and  the  redudion  of  our 

qircumftancies. 
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ckcumftancies,  obliged  us  to  retrench  his 
expences  as  well  as  our  own;  which  he 
refented  fo  highly,  as  to  leave  the  kingdom 
without  giving  us  any  intimation  of  bis  in- 
tentions or  deftination. 

It  IS  impoffible  to  defcribe  the  grl^f 
this  rafh  proceeding  of  his  .occafioned  in 
Mr.  Hill  and  me.  All  enquiries  after 
the  wanderer  proving  inefFeftual^  and  Mr. 
Hill's  affairs  becoming  quice  defperare, 
he  fell  into  a  hngering  diforder,  which  . 
brought  him  to  his  grave,  and  left  me 
deftitute  of  a  provifion  for  myfelf  and 
daughter:  for,  though  I  had  obtained  a 
marriage  bo  nd,  I  had  been  pcrfiiadcd  to 
give  it  up  fome  time  before. 

I  was  now  under  the  mofc  poignant 
affliaion,  the  creditors  feizing  all  my 
necelTaries,  when  my  uncle  was  fo  kmd 
as  to  put  me  into  the  fliop  in  which  you 
faw  me,  and  generoufly  furnilhed  me 
E  z  with 
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with  aftock  to  beglnbufinefs  with.  Tea 
years  I  lived  in  that  manner;  and,  by  the 
kindnefs  of  thofe  who  had  known  my  fa^ 
mily,  foinid  it  turn  to  good  account.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  term,  when  I  had 
given  over  all  thoughts  oT  ever  hearing  of 
niy  fon,  I  received  a  letter  from  him,  in- 
cited in  a  very  dutiful  ftile,  and  inform- 
ing me,  that  he  was  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
and  by  the  favour  of  a  friend  with  whom 
he  went  over,  had  been  fixed  in  a  very 
profitable  poll  fome  years,  out  of  whiclt 
he  had  faved  enough  to  tranfmit  me  500I. 
with  a  promlfe  if  he  lived  of  allowing  me 
lool.  yearly  out  of  his  income. 

Upon  receipt  of  this  confolatory  cpif- 
tle  I  forgot  all  the  concern  his  fudden  de- 
parture had  given  me,  and  impatiently 
longed  to  fee  the  returning  prodigal;  but 
that  he  faidi  could  not  expecl  at  prefcnt.. 
I  was  now  advifed  to  fettle  in  London, 

where 
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vJiere  I  had  many  friends ,  and  being 
vvilling  to  make  ibme  future  provifion  for 
my  daughter,  1  entered  into  bulinefs  here,^ 
wijich  I  find  more  than  anfwere  my  moil 
fangLiiae  expe-fcations.'^ 

Mlis  Murrells  perceiviag  ilie  pcAifed 
here,  congratulated  her  upon  her  fon's 
return  to  his  duty,  and  the  fortunate  change 
in  her  circumftancies;  and  poured  forth 
her  ackno\>j€dgement5,  for.  the  affability 
and  kindnefs  Ihe  experienced  from  her^ 
and  her  daughter,  who  was  a  handfome, 
fimple,  .inoiFenfive  young  woman* 

In  this  family  fhe  paffed  her  days^  much 
to  her  fatisfaftion,  and  kept  up  a  conftant 
correfpondence  widi  her  good  friend  Mrs.' 
Severn,  from  whom  fhe  ha  i  frequent  ac- 
counts of  Mifs  Moody's  health  and  wel- 
fare. She  would  willingly  have  wrote  to 
thank  that  young  lady  for  the  kind  re- 
commendation ihe  had  giveii  her  to  Mr. 

E:  3.  Lec^ 
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Lee,  but  Mfs,  Severn  had  told  her,  her 
brother  never  permitted  her  to  hold  a  cor- 
refpondence  with  any  body  but  her,  and 
therefore  (he  Would  undertake  to  acquaii3fe 
h^r  with  her  fentimfeati»- 
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Mifs  yi\xxxt\\^  meets  njcith  an  old 
Ac  quaint  ance. 

/If  I  S  S   Murrells  had   been  fome 


xVJL  months  with  Mrs.  Hill,  before 
flie  was  taken  notice  of  by  any  of  her  for- 
wr  acquaintance;  though  ihe  frequent- 
ly faw  ladies,  whovifited  her  parents  whea 
they  lived  in  town,  none  had  recognized 
uer;  till  one  morning  flie  was  called  in* 
to  the  ftiop,  to  ferve  a  gentleman  with 
Jieck-cloths,  and  was  agreeably  furpri zed  tO' 
find  her  friend  Mr.  Manly,  was  the  per- 
Ton  who  enquired  for  them.  He  expreff- 
ed  great  pleafure  at  meeting  with  her,  and 
adefire  of  knowing  how  flie  came  to  be 
fixed  there, 

Mrs,  Hill  over-hearing  thia,  and  be- 
ing? informed  by  Mifs  Murrells  who  he 
was-,  civilly  invited  him  into- a  parlour; 


E  4 


where 
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vAizve  MifsISTiiircll.^,  in  her  prefence,  re- 
lated  to  him  all  that  had  befallen  her  fmce 
her  arrival  in  town.  This  detail  confirm- 
ed him  in  the  good  opinion  he  had  con- 
ceived of  her  merit,  and  fcrved  to  give 
him  an  lugb  idea  of  iMifs  jMoody's  lover 
andaunt;»  whom-  Mrs.  Hill  faid  Ihe  ex- 
pe(9:ed  to  drink  tea  with  licr  in  the  afcei*- 
jkOon  J  and  Iht^uld  i^kc  k  a  great  favoiir  if 
he  would  meet  them,  w^hidi  he  promifed 
to  do;  he  then  took  his  leave  j  and  return* 
ed  in  the  afternoon,  where  he  found 
Mrs.  Severn  and  Mr.  Lee;  and  after  the 
firft  falutatlons  were  over,  he  genteely 
iddreffed  tJaem  with  compliments  oa 
their  behtiYiovj  to  Mifs  Murrells  ^  and  ea-« 
quired  after  jullicc  Moody  and  his-daugh- 
ter, 

Mrs.  HU]  being   called  out  of  the 
ijoom  upon    bufinefs,   vvi>ich  kept  her 
fonietime,  Mr.  Manly  made  fomeenqui-' 
ry  conwrning  her.    Ii\  anfwcr  co  which 

Mrs., 
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Mrs.  Severn  acquainted  him  wkh  herhif- 
lory. 

This  eompany  much  plealed  with  each 
other's  converfation,  did  not  feperate  till 
late  In  the  evenings  when  Mr.  Manly  in* 
vited  them  all  to  fpend  the  next  day  at  his 
houfe,  offering  to  fend  his  coach  for  them. 
Upon  which  it  was  agreed  Mrs.  Severn^ 
MifsMurrells,  Mrs.  Hill,  and  Mr.  Lee^ 
ihould  go  in   the  morning,    and  Mifs 
Peggy  Hill  fliould  join  them  in  the  even- 
ing, as  her  mother  and  fhe  could  not  be 
abfent  the  whole  day.    Accordingly  they 
went;.and  Mr.  Manly  and  Mrs.  Severn  had 
a  long  converfation  concerning  Mifs  Moo^ 
i3y;  whofefituation  and  her  fither's  obfti- 
Bacy  her  aunt  lamented  ;  and  gave  fuch 
z  charafter  of  Mr.  JLee,  as  determined 
Mr.  Manly  to   do  all  in  his  power  to 
ierve  him;  to  whom  Mr.  Lee  made  fo 
pathetic  and  honcft  a  reprefentation  of  the 
affair  between  him  and  Mifs  Moody,  that 
E  5  he 
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he  afliired  him,  no  endeavours  on  his  parr 
fhould  be  wanting  'to  facilitate  his  defire^. 
and^  obtain  her  fatiier's  confent. 

When  dinner  was  ferved  up,  a  grave-  ^ 
well-looking  woman  who  feemed  to  be 
turned  of  feventy,  made  her  appearance, 
and  did  the  honours  of  the  table,  and  with- 
drew when  rhe  company  returned  inta 
the  drawing-room.    Upon  which  Mifs 
Murrells  afked  Mr.  Manly,  if  that  lady- 
was  a  relation  of  his  r  he  replied,  ^'  No, 
ma'am,  (he  is  my  houfekeeper;  and,  old"* 
as  I  am,  was  my  nurfe.    She  is  a  gen- 
tlewoman, I  aflure    you,    otherwife  I 
Jhould  not  have  introduced  her  into  this 
good  company:  flie  has  experienced  hard' 
fate  in  this  world;  but  I  have   reafon  to^ 
hope  from  her  conduft,  flie  will  be  inti- 
tied  to  a  large  portion  of  ha^pinds  iathe 
next.'' 


What 
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What  you  haye  faid  of  this  gentle- 
woman, fir/'  returned  Mrs.  Severn,  ^^has 
raifed  a  curiofity  in  me  to  learn  the  occafion 
of  her  misfortunes,  which,  if  it  is  not  im- 
proper to  divulge,  I  fhouid  be  obliged  to 
you  to  relate." 

As  there  is  no  circumftance,  ma'am, 
in  her  life  that  can  poflibly  redound  to  her 
difhonour,  but  many  that  muft  excite  the 
Gommifcrarion  of^  a  lady  of  your  difpofi- 
tiorij  I  fliail,  without  any  preamble,  give 
you  her  hiltory. 

She  derived  her  birth  fi-om  a  gentle^ 
man  of  great  eminence  in  the  law,  who, 
by  the  extravagance  of  his  wife,  and  a  nu- 
merous family,  was  rendered  incapable  of 
making  a  provifion  for  his  children  ad** 
equate  to  their  merit  and  education*  I 
fliall  pafs  over  all  circumftances  relative 
to  the  other  part  of  her  family,  and  con* 
fine,  myfcif  to  thofe  that  immediately 
E  6  con-T 
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concerned  her.  At  the  age  of  nineteeny 
a  gentleman  of  fortune  demanded  her  of 
her  father  in  marriage;  he  profefleCfo  ar- 
dent a  paflion  for  her,  that  he  foon  gained 
her  affeftions,  and  hef  fathep's  confent;  be- 
ing efteemed,  by^all  his  acquaintance  and- 
the  world  in  general,  a  man  of  good  mo- 
rals arid  great  fobfiety;  aJnd  jfhe  was  the 
envy  of  the  neighbourhood,  for  making  {c 
confiderable  an  alliance.  Her  hufband 
was  extravagantly  fond  of  iier,  and  every, 
month  brought  with  it  an  increafe  of  hap- 
pinefs  to  her,  who  was,  at  the  expiration 
of  twelve,  delivered  of  a  fon,  which  ffie 
-  determined  to  fuckle  hcrfelf;  and  was  em- 
ployed in  that  office  one  day,  within  fix 
weeks  after  its  birth,  v/hen  Mr.  Perkins, 
her  hufband,  ivas  from  home,  a  woman 
abruptly  entered  the  room  wlicre  {he  was 
fitting;  and  withoi;t  any  apology  for  her 
intrufion,  told  her<,  fhe  was  Mr.  Perkins's 
■wife,  and  the  mother  of  four  children  by 
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film;  and  was  come  to  claim  her  right, 
icaft  her  babes  fliouid  be  injiired. 

This  (lory  could  not  immediately  giiut 
credit  with  die  unfortunate  lady;  but  the 
other  producing  inconfeftibie  pft)ofs  of  the 
truth  of  it,  ffiS  would  not  wait  the  retm^n 
of  Mr.  Perkins,  but  left  his  houfe  that 
night;  and  in  the  greateflaffliclion,  taking 
her  infant  with  her,  retired  to  her  father's, 
who  died  in  a  few  weeks  after  her  arrival, 
leaving  his  affairs  f6  embarraffcd,  that  his- 
family  had  no  hope  to  fave  any  thing  out 
of  them.  Mr.  Perkins,  in  this  time,  wrote 
feveral penitential  and  tender  epiftlesto  her^- 
imploring  her  pardon ;  and  begging  fhe 
would  give  him  an  opportunity  to  learn 
from  her  own  mouth,  that  fhe  forgave  him. 
He  was  fo  importunate,  that  flie  confented 
to  an  interview,  and  received  him  with 
great  compofure,  attending  to  all  he  had 
to  fay  J  v/ithout  interruption; 


He 
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He  told  her^  the  perfon  who  occafion- 
ed  their  feparation,  had  been  a  fervant  iiv 
in  his  father's  family,  and  had  decoyed  him 
into  a  marriage  with  her^  when  he  was  but 
fixteen;  that  he  had  made  her  afettlement 
of  2Qol.  a  year  for  life,  and  had  bound  him- 
felf  to  make  an  handfome  provifion  for  her 
children.  Upon  which  (he  had  engaged 
never  to  give  him  any  moleftation  for 
the  future.  He  reprefented,  that  as  the 
affair  had  net  yet  taken  air,  it  might  ftiil 
remain  a  fecret^  and  no  one  could  afperfe 
her  reputation,  if  (he  returned  to  him  and 
continued  with  him  as  his  wife ;  flic  might 
make  her  own  conditions:,  forhe  was  ready 
to  refign  up  his  whole  fortune,  but  that 
which  he  had  fettled  in  the  manner  he  had. 
mentioned^  to  her  difpofaL 

To  all  this  fne  replied,  he  might  be 
alTured  flie  forgave  him,  and  wifhed  him 
VvcUj  but  fo  far  from  confenting  to  this 
propcfal^  llie  would  not  fo  much  as  bear 

hi*. 
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fii's  name ;  and  nothing  fliould  ever  bribe 
her  voluntarily  to  infringe  the  rights  of  an- 
other, and  therefore  llie  muft  infill  upon^ 
never  feeing  him  more ^  that,  as  flie  brought 
him  no  money,  flie  had  no  doubt  but 
fhe  ftiould  be  able  to  get  a  livelihood  in  an 
honeft  way;  which  flie  preferred  to  living 
in  affluence,  at  tlie  expence  of  her  own 
virtue,  abnd  anodier^s  peace  of  mind.  She 
faid,  his  pretence  of  fecrecy  with  regard' 
to  the  world,  was  very  fpecious  ^  but  it  was,, 
ever  her  rule,  to  guide  her  adions  accord- 
ing  to  the  dictates  of  her  confcicnce;  an4 
h  would  afford  her  little  eafe,  to  be  acquit- 
ted in  the  ©pinion  of  a  few  fliort.  iiglited 
mortals,  and  condemned  by  that  monitor 
which  the  all-feeing  Being  had  implanted 
in  her  breaft  ;  and  concluded,  with  requeft- 
ing  fome  pro vifion  . for  her  infant,  and  that 
he  would  take  his  finalleaveof  her^  being 
determined  never  to  hold  another  confer- 
ence with  him. 


«  He 
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He  made  ufe  of  every  perfuafive  argu-- 
iinent  to  induce  her  to  recede  from  her  re- 
foluticn:  but  finding  them  ixi effectual,  he 
had  recouffe  to  threats,  and  faid,  fince  (he 
v/asfb  obftinate,  and  regardlefs  of  her  own 
rxivantage,  he  would  leave  her  to  make  her 
'7; ay  through  life  as  well  a«  flie  could,  for 
]^e  would  never  granther  fix-pence  towards 
her  fubfiftence  upon  any  terms,  but  thof^ 
he  had  offered;  fhe  ftill  perfifting  in  her 
refolution,  they  parted.- 

♦ 

Juft  at  this  period,  I  catae  into  the- 
world,  when  ihe  was  recommended  to  my 
mother  as  a  wet  nurfej  who  having,  been 
acquainted  wuth  her  ftory,  gladly  received 
her,  and  permitted  her  to  fuckie  her  own 
child  with  me,  treating  her  as  a  friend  and 
a  gentlewoman,  rather  than  a  menial  fer- 
vant. 

She  had  been  in  oirr  family  three 
months,  when  Mr.  Perkins  died  very  fud- 

denly. 
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dcnly,  not  without  fiifpicion  of  being  ac- 
ceflary  to  his  own  death,  as  a  phial  was 
found  near  him;  which  it  was  evident  had 
contained  laudanum.  Upon  his  deaths  his 
legal  wife  put  in  her  claim,  which  was  ac-- 
cepted,  and  her  fon  by  law,  put  into  pof- 
fcITion  of  his  eftate;  dying  i^nteflate,  my 
nurfe  and  her  child  had  not  one  fhilling. 
However,  it  plcafcd  heaven  to  recall  her 
bab€  in  lefs  than  a  year,  and  flie  continued 
with  my  mother  to  her  death,  which  hap- 
pened about  feven  years  finee;  at  which 
time  I  made  her  an  offer  of  refiding  wdth 
me,  not  as  a  fervant,  but  as  miftrefsof  my 
houfe;  Providence  having  deprived  me  of 
the  beft:  of  waives.  My  mother  bequeath- 
ed her  an  annuity  of  30!.  a  year,  which  en- 
ables her  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  her  life 
in  eafe.  She  does  not  always  chufe  to  fit 
2.t  my  table  when  I  have  company;  but  by 
the  account  I  gave  her  of  that  I  expeded 
to-day,  One  had  no  objedion  to  appearing.'* 
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Mr.  Manly  having  concluded  his  nar- 
rative^ the  converfation  turned  upon  this 
lady's  misfortune's,  and  the  laudable  forti- 
tude with  whrch  flie  Hipported  herftif  un- 
der them^  v/hen  it  was  interrupted  by  the 
entrance  of  Mr,  More  ton,  a  gentleman  of 
diftinclion,  with  whom  Mr,  Manly  was 
particularly  acquainted;  but  for  a  further 
account  of  him  we  refer  the  reader  to  tha 
next  chapter^- 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XL 

A  happy  Marriage^ 

UPON  the  appearance  of  Mr.  More*^ 
ton,  Mi%  Manly  enquired  after  his 
lady^  and  was  anfwered  flie  was  gone  to 
vifit  a  relation  in  ChelTiire,  and  that  he 
ftiould  have  attended  her,  if  he  had  not 
been  detained  in  town  by  an  affair  of  con* 
fequence. 

Mifs  Murrells,  hearing  him  mention 
Chefhire,  afked  if  he  had  any  knowledge 
of  Sir  Charles  Farewell;  he  replied  it  was 
to  his  houfe  his  wife  was  gone;  upon  which= 
ftie  made  great  enquiries  after  lady  Fare- 
well, and  was  informed  fhe  enjoyed  a  large 
(hare  of  health  and  happinefs ;  that  fhe  had 
not  been  in  town  fince  (he  married,  but 
was-expeded  fliortly- 
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Mr.  Manly  at  this  fald,  I  never 
knew^  fir,  that  Sir  Charles  was  any  relatiau 
of  ycur's;  pray,  hew  came  the  alliance? 

"  By  a  happy  turn  of  fortune."'  return- 
ed Mr.  Moreton,  You  muft  know,  fir^ 
my  wife's,  mother  was  coufin-german  ta 
oneDn  Godwirt,  a  cleigyman,  whofe  dif- 
tant  fituation  rendered  him  a  greater  flran- 
than  fhe  wiihed,  for  flie  always  exprefied 
the  hlghell  opinion  of  his  defert.  Mrs. 
Moreton,  when  a  child,  remembers  his 
rifiting  her  father,  but  he  being  fixed  in  the 
eaftern  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  her  fami- 
ly in  Shropiliire,  they  had  little  opportuni- 
ties of  feeing  each  othe?,  and  tlie  acquaint- 
iince  dropped.  It  happened  a  few  years 
ago,  my  wife  was  at  a  fan-Hiop,  when  a 
young  woman  came  in  to  pay  for  a  cou- 
ple of  fans,  defiring  a  receipt,  as  they  were 
tor  her  lady.  Being  afked  her  name,  Mrs.. 
Moreton  ohfcrved  flie  replied  Godwin ^ 
upon  which,  fhe  entered  into  converfation 

wuk 
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With  her  concerning  her  family,  and  finding 
Ihe  was  die  daughter  of  Dr.  Godwin,  told 
her  (lie  was  her  relation,  and  gave  her  an 
invitation  to  our  houfe.  Some  days  after 
file  came  to  fee  us;  and  liaving  enquired 
into  her  fituation,  I  defired  my  wife  would 
infill  upon  her  leaving  the  place  (he  was 
in,  and  come  and  refidein  our  family,  for 
I  was  well  acquainted  with  the  character 
of  the  people  flie  was  with,  though  an  en- 
tire ftranger  to  their  perfons,  and  thought 
it  very  hard  for  a  perfon  of  her  birth  and  * 
qualifications  to  be  dependent  upon  them.'* 

Mifs  Murrells  could  not  fupprefs  a  blufh 
which  arofe  in  her  face  at  this,  but  the 
gentleman,  not  conjefturing  flie  had  any 
concern  in  his  fpeech,  continued. 

*^  My  coufm  was  very  grateful  for  the 
offer,  and  we  thought  ourfelves  happy  in 
her  company,  which  \\x  determined  not 

to 
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to  part  from,  on  terms  fliort  of  an  advan- 
tageous fettlement  for  life. 

When  flie  had  paffed  a  month  with 
^^Sy  Sir  Charles  Farewell  dined  with  me, 
and  I  remarked  evident  tokens  of  confu- 
fion  in  the  countenances  of  them  both 
whilfl  at  table,  and  that  his  eyes  were  con- 
linually  directed  to  her.  This  behaviour 
I  muft  own  gave  rife  to  a  fufpicion  in  my 
mind,  derogatory  to  Sir  Charles's  honour, 
as  I  could  perceive  this  was  not  their  firft 
interview,  and  knov/ing  he  had  been  a  fre- 
quent vifitor  at  the  houfe  of  her  late  maf- 
ter,whilil:  fhe  refided  there,  and  had  late- 
ly withdrawn  his  acquaintance  from  the  fa- 
mily, I  began  to  conjeAure  an  imprudent 
attachment  to  each  other^  the  poft  that 
Ihe  filled,  and  her  indigence,  affording. lie-- 
tie  probability  of  an  honourable  one.  My 
intimacy  with  Sir  Charles  being  fuch  as 
to  allow  a  freedom  of  fpeech,  I  determin- 
ed 
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to  be  very  explicit  with  Iiim^  if  the  cafe 
was  as  I  imagined.  The  ladies  with- 
drawing after  dinner,  we  were  left  to 
ourfelves,  when  I  afked  him  how  he 
came  to  drop  his  acquaintance  with  Mr. 
MurreTls  ?  this  queftion  Teeming  ro  add  to 
his  confiifion^  confirmed  my  fufpicious. 
He  bluOied,  and  faid  with  fome  hefitati- 
on,  dear  Moretoil !  why  will  yoa  bring  a 
foolifh  affiiir  to  my  mind,  that  I  would 
willingly  forget, 

^-  Such  a  reply  alarming  me  ftill  more 
I  \v\t\\  imufaal  gTavity,  faid,  you  befl 
know.  Sir  Charles,  the  nature  of  your  at- 
tachment to  that  family,  and  whether  it 
deferved  the  epithet  you  bellow  upon  it; 
as  we  have  ahvays  been  friends,  you  muft 
excufe  a  curiolity  which  may  appear  im- 
pertinent, and  yet  I  affure  you,  it  concerns 
me  nearly  to  be  informed  of  the  motive  of 
your  frequent  vifits  there,  and  the  rea- 
fons  for  your  withdrawing  them.    I  pre- 

fume 
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fume,  anrwcred  he,  tlieie  inierrogations 
proceeded  from  Ibme  information  you 
have  received  from  one  of  the  company 
that  dined  with  us. — Perhaps  Ihe  may 
imagine  I  have  aded  diQionourably  in 
quitting  the  purfuit  of  an  amour,  that  has 
caufed  me  more  vexation  than  I  ever  ex- 
perienced in  any  incident  of  my  hfe. 

How,  Sir  !  cried  I,  can  either  of  the 
ladies  you  faw  to  day  have  any  colour  for 
fuch  an  accufation  r  Dear  Moreton  !  con- 
tinued he,  by  vouf  w  armth,  I  perceive  you 
feem  to  think  ihe  had,  but  upon  my  ho* 
nour,  my  behaviour  to  Mifs  Murrclls, 
does  not  deferve  luch  a  conftructlon." 

Mifs  Murrells,  returned  I  peevilhly, 
"v^hat's  Mifs  Mufrells  to  the  purpofe  r — I 
do  not  apprehend  flie  has  any  accufation 
ag-ainftyou.    But — 

Here  he  ftopt  me^  with,  "  If  (lie 
has  noc^  I  am  certain  no  one  eife  has. 

I  ovfj 
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I  own,  I  was  charmed  with  her perfon  and 
accompliiliments,  and  fought  her  affefti- 
ens  with  great  affiduity,  making  her,  with 
unfeigned  fmcerit)%  an  offer  of  marjiage, 
but  was  not  fo  fortunate  to  obtain  a  favours- 
able  return;  and  as  fhe  could  not  be  per- 
fuaded  to  abate  of  her  difdain,  I  ccafed 
to  trouble  her  wdth  my  importunities,  and 
have  ever  fmce  been  endeavouring  to  ba* 
nifh  her  from  my  thoughts;  but  the  unex- 
peeled  fight  of  a  perfon,  that  I  had  feen 
in  her  family,  to  whom  I  imagine  my 
pretentions  are  no  fecret,  awakened  the 
remembrance  of  her,  and  made  me  be* 
have  in  a  very  aukward  manner/' 

This  fpeech  diffipated  my  fears,  and 
finding  no  grounds  for  the  fufpicion  I  h%d 
entertained,  I  thought  proper  to  conceal 
it  from  Sir  Charles,  and  lay  hold  of  his, 
concerning  the  report  made  by  my  coufin; 
and  after  begging  pardon  for  the  liberty  I 
had  taken,  told  him  he  had  furniftied  me 
Vol.  JI  F  with 
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with  an  anfwer  if  ever  his  behaviour  to 
Mifs  Murrells  ftiould  be  condemned;  but 
affured  him,  Mifs  Godwin  had  made  no 
mifreprefentation  of  the  eafe,  though,  as 
file  knew  not  the  true  reafon  for  his  ab- 
fenting  himfelf  from  Mr.  Murrells's,  flie 
might  impute  it  to  a  different  caufe.  Up- 
on this,  he  alked  me  many  queftions  con- 
cerning my  coufin,  and  I  gave  him  a  full 
account  of  her,  and  her  family.  Our  con- 
verfation  then  took  another  turn,  and  we 
feparated.  « 

He  continued  to  vifit  mc  with  his 
ufual  freedom,  and  was  particularly  com- 
plaifant  to  Mifs  Godwin,  when  one  even- 
ing, upon  leaving  me,  he  told  me  he  had 
an  affair  of  importance  to  communicate 
to  me,  if  I  would  be  at  his  lodgings  in 
the  morning.  I  attended  him,  and  little 
ceremony  pafled  between  us,  before  he 
faid,  Dear  friend!  the  detail  you  gaVe 
me  of  the  defert  and  misfortunes  of  your 

worthy 
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worthy  coufiii,  Mifs  Godwin,  has  tended 
greatly  to  incrcafe  a  liking  I  conceived  / 
at  the  firft  light  of  her,  the  difadvantages 
file  appeared  then  under,  as  fervaat  to 
the  haughty  beauty  who  I  attended,  made 
me  imagine  her  too  much  my  inferior  to 
think  of  her  as  a  wife,  and  the  proipcct 
of  obtainitig  her  upon  other  terms,  I  eveV 
abhorred,  feducing  an  innocent  girl  be- 
ing amongft  the  aftions  which  I  dar€ 
not  commit  j  but-,  fmce  I  find  Ihe  is  deri- 
ved from  a  family,  wliO  want  nothing 
but  fortune  to  render  an  alliance  with  mc 
proper,  in  the  eye  of  the  world,  I  am 
deterrnined,  if  her  heart  iis  diferigaged, 
to  make  her  an  offer  of  marriage;  v/hat 
I  defire  of  you  is,  to  tell  nle  ingenuoufly, 
if  you  think  Ihe  is  free  from  any  attach- 
ment." 

Having  exprefledthe  juflfcnfc  I  had 
Df  the  honour  Sir  Charles's  propofal  con^ 
f^n-ed  upon  my  coufm,  I  aflured  him. 
Fa  £h^ 
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fhe  was  entirely  free  from  any  engage- 
ment of  that  fort.  He  then  propofed  to 
acquaint  her  with  his  fentlments  in  the 
afternoon,  and  I  returned  home  to  o-ive 

o 

iier  forne  intimation  of  his  defi2;a.  To 
fhorten  my  ftory,  Sir  Charles  and  (lie  io 
well  appro%'ed  of  each  other,  that  in  lefs 
than  a  months  my  coufm  became  Lady 
Farewell,  and  by  her  prudent  conduct  in 
that  rank,  become  the  darling  of  her 
Tiull)and,  his  relations^  and  acquaintance. 

Mr.  Manly  having  received  this  in- 
formation, dcfired  Mr.  Moreton  would 
introduce  him  to  Sir  Charles  and  his  lady 
upon  their  return  to  town;  buD  as  he  ima- 
gined, by  the  confufion  Mifs  Murrells 
appeared  in,  a  longer  converfation  upon 
the  fubiedl  would  be  difagreeable  to  her, 
he  changed  the  topic,  till  Mr.  Moreton 
withdrew,  and  a  fen-ant  delivered  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Manly,  which,  having  perufed,  he 

communicated 
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.(Mimunlcated  it  to.  Ntrs,  Sevcrii,  wha 
A^ad  as  follows : 

TO  ^MAKLT,  BlQo,  &C« 

GOOD  SIR;^ 

if  'TpHESE  lines  comes  to  let  you  know 
I  am  in  health,  though  I  have  had 
a  tedeusfit  of  thegoout,  fins  I  fawyou,  and 
lean  but  jurft  makefliifte  to  ftump  to  feffi- 
ons.  My  daughter  has  been  very  good  tome 
when  I  was  fick^  and  I  nTinded  your  advize, 
and  I  did  not  (ay  no  more  to  her  but  that 
I  would  be  obeyed,  v^hich  is  but  reefon. 
Now  Squire  Hardy  has  had  a  letter  to  tell* 
him  Mr*  Timithy  is  expeckted  every  day,, 
and  I  dont  know  what  I  (hail  do  with 
that  young  farpant  Rofe,  without  you  will 
befo  kind  to  come  to^  the  SuUens  next 
week,  as  you  promifed,  afore  he  comes, 
and  ftie  may  mind  your  talk  more  than: 
mine.  Good  Sir,  if  you  will  be  fo  kind 
F3  ta 
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to  come/you  will  much  oblige  your  huca- 
bell  fervant  to  command^ 

Gilbert  Mood y» 

The  contents  of  this  epiftle  vifibly 
t  hagrined  Mr.  Lee,  who  .earneftiy  im- 
plored Mr.  Manly 's  afliftance,  in  refcuing 
Mifs  Moody  from  the  conllraint  thejuftice 
Icemed  determined  to  put  upon  her  inch- 
liations.    To  which,  Mr*  Manly  replied, 

I  will  certainly  c<)mply  with  the  requeft 
in  Mr.  Moody's  letter,  and  make  him  a 
.vifit  next  week,  when  I  will  ufe  my  utmoft 
endeavours^  to  perfuade  him  to  leave  the 
young  lady  at  liberty  to  rejed  Mr,  Har- 
tly's  offer;  and  perhaps  if  tins  can  be  ef- 
fefted^  he  may,  in  time,  be  brought  to 
approve  her  own  choice/^  The  lover  re- 
turned, thanks  for  this  kind  dcfign,  an^. 
tiie  company  feperat^. 


CHAP* 
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ji  Smith  field  Bargain  rejeSfed. 

/^N  the  day  before  Mr.  Manly  k\ 
^^"^  out  for  the  country,  he  called  upo» 
Mifs  Murrells  to  acquaint  her  with  his  in- 
icntlons,  and  found  her  juft  about  to  flep 
into  an  hackney  coach,  when  he  afked 
her  whither  fhe  was  going?  fheanfwered, 
to  Smithfield  fir,  to  fetch  my  good 
old  nurfe,  who,  notvvithftanding  the  dif- 
tance,  is  come  to  town  to  fee  me  j  for  as 
foon  as  I  was  fettled  witk  Mrs.  Hill,  I 
wrote  to  defire  to  hear  of  her,  and  the 
good  creature  is  come  in  perfon  to  anfwef 
me,  as  you  may  perceive  by  this  letter, 
which  I  received  an  hour  fince."  She  then- 
delivered  a  paper  to  him,  the  contents  of 
v/bich  were  tlius  expreffed.^ 

F  4  Deer 
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T^E  E  R  child  i  get  the  man  of  the 
hous  to  rite  this  for  to  let  you 
now  that  i  cood  not  reft  to  leefe  you  fo 
far  of  fo  i  cum  to  londen  in  the  \vao;in 
and  i  lay  at  the  bear  and  raged  ftaff  in  fmit- 
feld  ware  i  pray  you  to  come  to  me  for 
my  bons  akefothat  i  can  not  cum  to  you 
not  tel  i  have  got  fum  reft  al  from  your 
lovin  nurfe  Mary  Adams,** 

Mr.  Manly  defired  to  know  what  (he 
intended  to  do  with  Mrs.  Adams;  (he 
replied,  as  Mrs,  Hill  had  been  fo  kind 
to  offer  the  old  woman  a  bed,  flie  was 
going  to  fetch  her.  Upon  this  (he  ftept 
into  the  coach,  and  Mr.  Manly  returned 
to  his,  wherein  he  was  but  juft  feated, 
when  he  met  Mr.  Lee,  and  took  him  in- 
to  liis  coach;  |a  fliort  conference  paflcd 
between  them,  when  they  called  a  hack, 
into  which  they  entered,  and  drove  off 
for  a  place  within  ten  miles  of  St.  James's; 

but 
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But  as  tbeir  expedition  was  a-  fecret  one, 
we  will  not  impertinently  enquire  intoic 
tin  we  have  attended  Mifs  Murrells  to^ 
the  houfefrosn  whence  nurfe's  letter  was 
dated. 

Befbrelhe  alighted^  file  enquired  for 
?vlr5.  Adams*  and  was  informed  die  per- 
fan  fhe  expected  waited  for  her,  upon, 
which^  Ilie  permitted  the  hoft  to  condudb 
her  ioto  a  room^  upon  his  faying  he  fup- 
pofed  ihe  would  not  like-  to  go  into  his 
kitchen,  where  her  friend  was.    She  de- 
fired  Mrs.  Adams  mi^ht  be  fent  to  her 
immediately,  and  ordered  the  coach  to 
waitj  but  had  but  juft  given  thefe  orders, 
when  Two   men,    fhabbily  accoutered, 
entered  the  room,  one  of  which  bolted 
the  door,  whilft  the  other  rudely  laid  hold. 
of  her  arm,  faying,       Now  Bell,  you 
fhall  make  me  amends  for  the  plague  I 
kave  had  about  you ;  do  you  fee''  (point- 
ing to  his  wrift  which  was  bound  up) 
F  5  whc^t 
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what  an  injury  I  have  got,  by  attend- 
ing upon  you?  but  new  I  have  you  once 
more  in  my  power,  you  (hall  either  com- 
ply with  Lord  Courtall's  propofals^  or  re- 
main a  prifoner  in  the  place  whe're  I  will 
convey  you ;  I  was  determined  to  tracer 
you  out,  if  you  were  above  ground,  and 
have  been  fcheming  to  catch  you,  ever 
fince  I  accidentally  faw  you  in  the  milli^^ 
ners  fhop;  come,  you  muft  agree  to  his 
lordfliip's  terms,  for  you  have  no  bulljr  " 
now  to  refcue  you/^ 

Thefe  menaces,  which  fhe  found  came 
from  Mackfliane,  and  the  difappointmenc 
o£  not  meeting  nurfe,  fo  overwhelmed 
her  with  grief  and  furprize,  as  to  render 
her  incapable  of  replying  to  them.  She 
burft  into  tears,  and  ftruggled  to  getfron^ 
him,  when  his  companion  approached 
her,  who  appeared  by  his  drefs  not  a  de- 
gree above  a  porter,  but  upo^  his  pulling 

off 
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off  a  large  patrfi  which  he  wore  upon  one 
eye,  and  throwing  off  his  hat,  fhe  per- 
ceived him  to  be  the  noble  lord,  whofe 
prefence  was  fo  odious  to  her.  At  fight 
of  him  fhe  gave  a  fcream  and  droptmoti- 
onlefs  into  %  chair.  His  lordfhip  hurry^ 
ing  on  his  patch  and  hat,  rang  for  water, 
and  had  but  juft  time  to  give  orders  for 
the  coach  to  drive  up  which  had  brought^ 
him,  when  Mr.  ^Manly  and  Mr.  Lee 
rufhed  into  the  room,  with  each  a  ftout 
cudgel  in  their  hands  y  they  faftened  the 
door  and  demanded  the  lady,  who  was- 
but^juft  recovering  from  her  fwoon,  and 
-very  near  relapfing,  with  the  extreme 
joy  tlieir  tinexpeLled  arrival  occafioned* 

^/Js-  Lee,  no  foonerlaid  eyes  on  Mack- 
fhaiie,  than  he  recognized  his  face,  and 
bellowed  his  cudgel  very  liberally  upon- 
him,  whilft  Mr.  Manty  chaftifed  the 
other  in  like  manner,  till  the  pimp  cried 
quarters,  def^laring  at  die  fam^  time  the 
F  6  perfon^ 
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perfoa  tliey  were  abufing.,  was  a  mail  oC 
quality. 

Upon  tliis  Mr^  Manly  afked  who  he 
was.  ^'  The  Son  o£  an  Earl"  replied 
luslordftiip,  but  I  fliall  rake  fome 
other  opportunity  of  revenging  the  affront 
offered  to  my  quality;  I  wear  a  fword.**" 

You  puppy! anfweredManlx  (accom- 
panying his  words  with  a^  fwinging  blow: 
acrofs  his  lordlhip'sflioulders)      can  fuch. 
a  rafcal  as  you,  whole  cowaidice  is  a  dis- 
grace to  your  fex,  pretend    to  impofe* 
yourfelf  upon  me  for  a  nobleman  ?  or  do> 
you  think  it  poffible  for  me  to  imagine 
a  perfon  of  quality^  or  any  gentlemen, 
would  degrade  himfeif  to  fuch  an  appear- 
ance as  youmake^  or  be  guilty  of  fo  mtan*. 
an  acUcn  as  to  forge  fuch  a  letter,  and 
form  fo  low  a  plot  for  the  deftruftion  o£ 
an  innocent  young  lady?  you  may  take, 
your  time  when  yo\i  pleafe,  to  return 

thefc: 
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thefe  favours,  and  I  will  make  ufe  of  rhe 
prefent  tocorFe&  a  villain,  who  prefumes^ 
to  diftionour  titles  to  which  he  has  no  prc- 
tenfions.'*  He  then  gave  his  lord{hip  as'^ 
hearty  a  drubbing  as  Siack  crGoddardever 
beftowed/* 

Mr.  Lee  was  hot  in^  the  leaft  behind- 
hand in  q.uitting  fcores  with  his  attend- 
ant, who  received,  as  well  as  his  patron^ 
too  deep  an  impreflion  of  their  favours  to 
be  eafily  erafed.  In  the  fcuffle,  the  land- 
Itrd  forced  the  door  open,  and  was  taxed' 
by  Mr.  Manly  with  being  an  accomplicr 
with  thofe  fellows,  in  their  deiign  of  run- 
ning away  with  the  lady.  To  which  he 
rephed,  As  I  hope  for  marcy ,  I  am  as 
innocent  of  what  your  honour  talks  on  as 
the  child  unborn.;  as  your  honour  may 
well  fuppofe,  when  your  worflhip  heaYs. 
what  I  have  to  fay Say  on/'anfwer^d 
Manly. 


^  Ycur 
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Yom-  honour  muft  underhand,  that 
one  of  theie  men  came  to  my  houfe,  and 
called  for  a  double  mug,  enquiring  for  the 
Isorthamptonfhire  waggon,  when  it 
came  in,  and  when  it  fet  out,  and  the  like 
of  that.  Then  he^  madeenquiration  after 
the  York  one,  and  when  I  had  fatisfied 
his  curofity,  and  he  had  called  for  another 
double  mug,  we  entered  into  fcource  con- 
iteming  the  good  of  the  ftate." 

Mr.  Manly,  out  of  all  patience  at  this^ 
harangue,  begged  the  fellow  to  come  to 
(he  point,  and  leave  his  politics. 

Then  your  honour  mufl  underfland,"" 
faid  the  hoft,  ^'  he  told  me  as  how  a  friend 
of  his  was  agoing  to  be  married  to  a  young 
gentlewoman,  and  her  friends  would  not 
agree  to  it,  though  (he  loved  him  as  her 
own  life;  whereupon,  anpleafe  your  wor- 
fhip,  he  faid  fhe  had  agreed  to  tell  them 
that  flie  muft  come„  to  my  houfe  to  meet 
one  Mrs,  Adams^  and  fo  they  purpbfed  to 

go 
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in 


go  tathe  Fleet^  to  get  married.  This  wag^ 
the  whole  truth  of  the  matter  for  certain, 
or  I  would  not  have  meddled  or  maSa 
with  it,  for  it  was  no  bread  and  butter  of 
mine,  you  know,  though  the  gentkman? 
behaved  himfelf  like  a  gendeman,  that  I 
muft  fay,  and  paid  nobly  for  what  he  had;. 
yet  if  fo  be  I  had  known  he  had  defigned 
to  deal  unhandfomely  by  the  gentlewoman,, 
in  any  (hape  in  life,  he  fbould  not  have 
brought  her  here.  I  pay  fcot  and  lot,  and 
my  houfe  is  in  as  good  name  as  any  in  Lon- 
don. I  am  certain  my  guefts  have  always* 
a  hearty  welcome  and  good  accommodati- 
on; it  an't  my  way  to  ufemany  words,  but 
I  muft  fay,  you  will  not  find  better  enter- 
tainment at  any  houfe  in  the  field." 

Whilft  the  landlord  uuered  this  fpeech. 
Lord  Courtall  and  Mackihane  fneaked  off,, 
not  a  litde  mortified  at  the  ill  fuccefs  of 
their  enterprize.  And  Mr.  Manly,  fatisfied 

with 

*  This  was  written  before  the  marringc  ail  took 
flace,  and  firft  puWifhed  irf  1753. 
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with  the  punifliment  he  had  inflicled  upoir 
hrs  lordftiip  .  would  not  add  to  his  difgrace 
by  endeavouring  to  interrupt  his  retreat, 
or  informing  the  inn-keeper  ofhis  quality^, 
who  was  v^ery  dcfirous  of  learning  the  true- 
caufe  of  Mr.  Manly refentmeiit;  upon- 
which  that  gendeman  told  him  there  was 
not  a  word  of  truth  in  what  thofe  men  had 
faid;  who  had  formed  feveral  ftrat2>Tems 
before  to  catch  that  lady^  but  he  acquit- 
ted hira>  as  did  MIfs  Murrells,  of  being; 
privy  to  their  wicked  intentions. 

During  Mr.  Manly's  converfation  with 
the  landlord,  Mr.  Lee  acquainted  Mifs 
Murrells,  that  Mr.  Manly  had  but  jull 
put  her  into  the  coach,  when  it  occurred": 
to  him  that  nurfe's  letter  might  be  a  forge-- 
ry,  and  he  determined  in  order  to  affift  her^ 
ifany  fcheme  Ihould  be  in  agitation  to  ci  ifnaro^ 
hex  :  Meeting  me,"  continued  he^  "ht 
quitted  his  own  coach  for  a  hackney  one,  to 
efcape  obfers^ation,  and  infilled  upon  my 
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accompanying  him.  In  our  way  hither,  he 
informed  me  of  his  apprehenfions.  Upon 
our  alighting^  the  inn-keeper  was  very  un- 
willing to  own  you  were  here,  till  I  told 
him  Mr.  Manly  was  a  member  of  parlia* 
ment,  and  ajuftice  of  the  peace^  and  would 
punifti  him  feverely  for  fecreting  you ;  that 
if  he  did  not  immediately  inform  us  where 
you  was  he  would  produce  a  fearch  warrant. 
Upon  this  the  fellow  owned  you  was  in  this 
room  with  your  fweetheart  and  another  per- 
fon^  we  had  not  received  this  information 
above  a  minute,  when  we  heard  yoi> 
fcream;  what  followed  you  know/* 

Mifs  Murrells  was  beginnrng  to  return* 
thanks  to  her  dejiverers,  when  Mr.  Manly 
begged  fhe  would  fufpend  them  till  flie 
was  out  of  that  houfe;  and  prefenting  the' 
landlord  with  a  guinea,  and  giving  him  a.^ 
caution  of  being  too  credulous  for  the  fli- 
tui-e,  they  departed. 


As. 
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Asfoon  as  tliey  were  feared  in  the  coach  ^ 
he  told  Mifs  Murrells,  as  Lord  Courtall 
had  difcovered  her  place  of  refidence,  he 
feared  her  continuance  there  would  render 
her  liable  to  frefh  ti-oubles^  and  though  he 
%vas  fon  y  fhe  fhould  be  deprived  of  fuch 
agreeable  companions  as  Mrs.  Hill  and  her 
daughter^  it  was  his  opinion  llie  fliould  feek 
out  a  more  private  one.  This  advice  made 
her  weep ;  however,  (he  was  convinced  by 
his  reafons  the  fituation  ftie  was  in  was  too 
public  for  her,  and  faid  flie  had  noobjedion 
to  waiting  upon  any  lady  of  cliarafterj  pro- 
vided (he  could  meet  with  fuch  treatment 
as  Mifs  Aldrich  afforded  her,  but  (he  dread-  i 
cd  a  Lady  Snarler* 

Mr.  Manly  replied,  *^  Since  fuch  is 
your  defire,  ma'am,  I  will  recommend  you 
to  bfie  of  the  moft  amiable  v/omen  of  my 
acquaintance,  the  lady  of  Colonel  Jeflbn, 
with  whom  I  am  to  pafs  this  evening,  and 
will  reprelent  your  cafe,  itisprobablc,  if  (he 

fliould 
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fliould  not  want  you,  feme  of  her  acquaint^ 
ance  may.*' 

This  propofitlon  was  approved  of  by 
Mifs  Murrells,  who  upon  her  arrival  at 
Mrs.  Hiirs  made  a  report  of  ali  that  Iiad 
pafled.  The  thoughts  of  her  removal  was 
no  lefs  difagreeable  to  this  kind  miftrefs^ 
than  they  were  to  Mifs  Murrells,  but  the 
reafons  againft  her  continuance  in  a  place 
known  to  her  perfecutors,  were  too  ftrong 
to  admit  of  any  objeftion,  and  a  feparation 
was  forrowfully  agreed  upon. 

In  the  morning  Mrs.  Jeffon  came  to  en- 
quire for  her,  and  told  her,  from  the  recom- 
mendation ftie  had  received  from  Mr.  Man- 
ly, if  Ihe  chofe  to  attend  upon  her,  (he 
was  ready  to  take  her  into  her  houfe  im- 
mediately, as  her  own  maid  being  engaged 
to  marry,  only  (laid  till  fhe  could  be  ac^ 
commodated  with  a  perfon  iix  her  place. 

And 
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And  after  fome  converfationupon  the  Tub- 
jeft,  it  \vas  agreed  ihe  fnoivld  wait  upoa 
Mrs.  Jeflbn  in  a  few  day  a. 


C  H  AIV 
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C  H  A  P.  XIIL 

A  ProfpeB  of  the  SuIIens. 

HAVING  difpofed  of  Mifs  Murrells, 
for  a  time,  we  will  attend  Mr.  Manly 
to  the  houfe  of  Juftice  Moody,  Avhidi, 
with  the  help  of  a  fet  of  horfes,  he  reached 
by  five  in  the  afternoon;  the  village  in 
which  it  was  fituated  was  fo  enclofed  by 
woods,  that  he  had  not  theleafl  view  of  it, 
till  he  drove  up  to  an  high  brick  wall, 
which  feemed  to  have  been  reared  with  a 
defign  to  obftrucl  the  contracted  profpeft 
of  the  vale  in  which  it  was  built;  in  the 
centre  of  this  wall  was  a  clofe  folding  gate, 
over  the  top  of  which  peeped  feveral  vene- 
rable yews,  that  ferved  to  fecrete  the  an- 
cient marifion  of  the  Moody's;  on  the  one 
fide  was  a  dove-houfe,  on  the  other  a  rook- 
ery. Mr.  Manly's  attendants,  with  no 
fmall  clamour,  gave  notice  of  their  mafter's 

arrival; 
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arrival;  and  the  juflice  iffued  out  to  meet, 
iiim,  and  conducted  him  through  the  court 
to  a  door,  fortified  by  a  fufficient  number 
of  iron  plates  and  rufty  nails,  againft  the 
affaults  of  any  modern  invader,  and  never 
opened  but  to  receive  particular  friends, 
amongftwhichnnmber  the  proprietor  rank- 
ed  hisprefent  vifitant. 

Upon  their  entrance  into  a  bleak  damp 
hall,  paved  \vithred  bricks,  and  enlighten- 
ed by  a  windov/,  which  appeared  by  its 
form  to  have  belonged  to  fome  confecrated 
place,  Mr.  Manly  perceived  two  crofs- 
leggedtaylors  feated  on  a  long  brown  table, 
turning  the  juftice's  feffions  coat,  and  roar- 
ing out,  I  wifh  1  may  die  if  I  do;"  then 
cafting  his  eyes  over  the  chimney,  he  ob- 
ferved  a- piece  of  iign*poft  painting,  which 
he  defired  the  juftice  to  explain  the  dellgn 
of,  for  tliough  he  was  a  connoiflcur  in 
painting,  and  well  read  in  facred  hiftory,  he 
was  not  able  to  difcern  in  it  a  reprefeatati- 

on 
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on  of  Jephta^s  vow,  till  Moody,  pointing 
to  the  picture,  faid,  There,  Tquire, 
there's  a  pattern  of  a  dutiful  child;  nobody 
never  heard  of  her  making  a  fufs  about 
being  obedient,  but  fhedidas  fhewasbid; 
there's  no  fuch  daughters  now-a-days/* 

Mr.  Manly  anfwered  he  hoped  no  father 
would  defire  to  put  his  child's  duty  to  fuch 
a  teft.  The  fight  of  Mifs  Moody,  who 
now  came  into  the  hall  to  receive  him,  pre- 
vented him  from  purfuing  this  topic,  and 
he  attended  her  into  a  little  parlour  hung 
with  tapeftry,  and  fo  dark,  from  the  ivy 
that  obfcured  the  only  window  in  it,  that 
he  could  fcarcely  difcern  the  furniture, 
which  remained  in  the  fame  fituation  and 
form,  under  various  revolutions  of  ftate. 

After  tea,  the  juftice  invited  him  into 
the  flable,  to  fee  Bright  Sorrel,  on  whofe 
qualifications  he  harangued  for  fome  time, 
and  declared  an  affedion  for  him  next  to 

his 
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his  daughter.  Mr.  Manly  would  willing- 
ly have  poftponed  this  vifit  till  the  morn- 
ing, but  he  could  not  refifl  the  importuni- 
ties of  his  hoft,  and  therefore  went  with 
him,  and  patiently  attended  to  a  detail  of 
{urpnf.ng  exploits  the  old  gentleman  had 
been  enabled  to  perform,  by  the  affiftance 
of  this  creature;  fuch  as  leaping  five-barred 
gates,  and  unfathom.able  ditches,  in  pur- 
suit of  a  fox  through  feveral  .counties. 
From  the  ftable  he  followed  his  leader 
into  a  large  over- grown  garden,  where  the 
figures  of  feveral  eminent  perfonages  of 
antiquity  flouriflied  in  perpetual  verdure:' 
but  for  want  of  fkill  or  neglect  in  the  gar-- 
dener,  were  fprouted  cut  of  their  original 
form;  infomuch  that  Lucretia's  arm  was 
branched  out,  and  feemed  in  a  friendly 
manner  to  be  interwoven  with  Tarquin's. 
In  the  midft  of  a  turf  plat,  furrounded  by 
thefe  eve: -greens,  flood  an  old  ftatue  of 
Hercules,  though  his  club  feemed  greatly 

ilimi- 
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dlminiQim,  and  he  was  painted  green, 
to  the  no  fmall  aftonifhment  of  the  (Iran- 
ger. 

The  juflice  perceiving  he  was  tiiore  in- 
tent in  furveying  this  monftrous  ornament 
.than  the  others,  faid  to  him,  Aye,  Tquire, 
that  thing  has  been  ^xt  in  this  fpot  I  war- 
rant you  thefe  hundred  years;  it  wasfadlf 
out  of  kilter  when  I  came  to  the  eftate^ 
but  I  got  my  neighbour  the  conftable,  wha 
is  a  carpenter,  to  make  him  that  right 
arm,  and  put  the  ftaff  into  it,  for  I  could 
not  bear  to  fee  fuch  a  clumfy  log  as  he  had 
init  before;  then  I  had  the  glazier  to  colour 
it,  to  make  it  uniform,  and  like  the  box^'.* 

Mr.  Manly  finding  a  fpeech  was  expect- 
ed from  him  upon  the  occafion,  fupprefled 
a  fmile  and  repUed,  I  obferve,  fir,  a 
fuVprifing  uniformity  in  your  houfe  and 
garden." 


Vol.  IL 
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Having  taken  a  fnrveyof  thefe  curiofi- 
ties,  they  entered  a  little  yard,  paved  with 
pebbles,  placed  in  the  form  of  letters,  and 
containing  many  fentences  extracted  from 
holy  writ,  which  the  juftice  faid  were 
pitched  by  a  puritannical  uncle  of  his  fa- 
ther's, in  Cromwell's  time;  the  words  ap- 
peared from  bad  fpelling,  and  mutilation, 
to  have  fufFered  no  lefs  than  the  original 
text  had,  by  the  expofition  of  the  party 
that  had  placed  them  there. 

Mr.  Moody  obferving  his  vifitant  grave- 
ly perufmg  the  works  of  his  anceftor,  told 
him,  he  hoped  he  did  not  think  he  had 
any  of  his  uncle's  blood,  in  his  veins,  for  if 
he  did  he  was  out;  adding,  I  never 
could  abide  your  Prefbycerians,  becaufe  I 
underftood,  from  Sir  Richard  Baker,  they 
were  always  againft  the  landed  intereft.  I 
would  have  dug  up  thefe  fancies  a  long 
time  ago,  but  it  was  my  father's  dcfire 

they 
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thq^  fliouid  remain  for  ever;  however  I 
once  kept  a  fox  here,  and  he  has  picked 
out  fome  of  the  words,  and  turned  the 
texts  toply-turvy,  that  I  count,  he  has 
Tnadc  a  kind  of  nonfenfeof  them.  Now, 
'fquire,  if  you  pleafe,  FU  fliew  you  my 
cellars,  for  you  may  ride  a  white  horfe 
black,  before  you  find  better  ftowage  for 
drink." 

^,Ir.  Manly  replied,  he  was  o!)liged  to 
him,  but  muft  beg  leave  to  defer  that  trip 
to  another  opportunity,  declaring  he  wa? 
wxary.  He  was  then,  by  afcending  aa 
high  threfliold,  let  into  an  entry,  that  had 
a  communication  with  the  kitchen;  he 
ftopi)ed  Ihort  to  remark  a  horfe-flioe  nailed, 
the  meaning  of  which  he  alked^  the  old 
gentleman  fliook  his  head,  and  anfwered, 
"  It  i'n'^  fixt  there  fornothing,  Ipromifc 
you.'' 


From 
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From  the  time  of  Mr.  Manly's  arrival, 
the  juftice  had  beenfo  eiiGraged  in  fliewing 
him  what  he  efteemed  curious  at  the  Sul- 
lens,  that  he  had  not  been  at  leifure  to 
mention  the  occalion  of  his  invitation  j 
but,  upon  their  return  to  the  parlour,  he 
gave  his  daughter  to  underftand  that  fhe 
muft  quit  the  room.  A  large  bowl  of 
punch,  a  bottle  of  port,  and  a  tankard  of 
beer  being  placed  upon  the  table,  he  enter- 
ed into  converfation  withhisgueft  concern- 
ing Mifs  iMoody. 

Mr.  Manly,"  faid  he,  fliaking  him 
by  the  hand,  you  are  kindly  welcome 
to  the  SuUens;  I  look  upon  you,  by  your 
talk,  to  be  one  that  knows  the  ways  of  the 
tv^orld,  and  none  of  your  hare-um  fcare- 
um  gentry,  therefore  I  fhould  be  glad  of 
your  counfel.  You  have  feen  my  dwelling, 
which  with  nigh  four  hundred  a  year  that 
lies  all  in  a  hedge,  I  purpofe  to  leave  to  my 

daugh- 
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daughter  at  my  deceafe,  that  is,  if  ftiewill 
be  duciful^  and  marr}^  He  I  have  fixed  upon 
for  her;  there's  a  raatter  of  2goL  a  year,  in 
land,  that  his  uncle  left  him,  that  borders 
upon  my  eftate,  and 'tis  a  pity  they  Qiouid 
not  be  joined;  that,  indeed,  is  the  maia 
reafon  that  I  am  fo  hot  upon  Mr.  Timothy  ^ 
for  yoij  know  it  would  be  convenient. 
And  then,  for  matter  of  the  parties  liking 
one  another,  that's  neither  here  nor  there, 
if  they  fhould  happen  ta  differ  after  they 
are  married,  their  eftates  will  agree,  and  a 
fat  forrow  is  better  than  a  lean  one.  For 
was  the  girl  to  follow  her  own  head,  and 
marry  the  pothecary,  they  may  fall  out 
fometimes,  and  flie  would  not  have  no  po- 
tion to  comfort  her.  Now  I  don't  care  to 
fay  a  great  deal  to  her  afore  her  fweetheart 
comes,  becaufe  fhe  may  blubber  her  eyes 
out,  and  fright  the  lad  but  I  fhould  be 
much  beholden  to  you,  if  you  will  give  her 
ar  little  good  counfel,  and  tell  her  the  fm  of 
being  obflinate,  and  having  her  own  will; 

G I  yotf 


ftS      The    stage  COACH. 


j'Oii  can  put  it  into  better  words  than  I 
can/' 

Mr."  Manly  faid,  he  was  obliged  to  hiiu 
for  his  good  opinion,  and  would  gladly  do 
any  thing  in  his  power  to  promote  con- 
cord;  but,  as  the  young  lady  had  fixed 
Jier  affecdons  on  a  perfon  of  good  charac* 
ter,  and  a  gentleman  that  wanted  only  a 
few  of  Mr.  Hardy's  acres  to  render  him- 
ielf  agreeable  to  any  parent,  the  tafk  he 
enjoined  him  to  perform  was  very  difa- 
greeable,and  quite  againft  his  own  opinion; 
however,  he  would  undertake  to  reprefent 
^o  the  young  lady,  his  defire,  and  the  duty 
incumbent  on  a  child  in  fuch  a  cafe,  which 
he  thought  extended  no  farther  than  re- 
jecting an  alliance  with  a  perfon  ihey  could 
not  approve,  but  could  no:  reach  to  the 
acceptance  of  any  one,  for  wiiom  ihe  had 
an  invincible  diflikc,  meerly  to  gratify  the 
will  of  thofe  who  had  only  mercenary 
views  in  their  propofals:  therefore  he 

thought 
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thoaght  if  he  could  engage  her  promifc 
never  to  marry  againft  his  confent,  he 
ought  to  be  content  with  the  facrifice  of 
her  inclinations^  and  not  endeavour  to  forco 
her  to  accept  any  other. 

He  expatiated  largely  on  the  cruelty  of 
condemning  a  young  v>  oman  for  life  to 
the  company  and  converfation  of  a  man 
fne  could  not  efteem,  and  gave  many  in- 
fiances  of  the  ill  confequences  attending 
fuch  a  procedure. 

The  old  gentleman  did  not  relifli  this 
difcourfe,  and  after  a  long  paufe,  he  faid^ 
"  I  don't  underftand  all  your  talk  ;  but  if 
Rofe  Qiould  be  fuch  a  fool  as  to  refufe  Mr. 
Timothy,  I  fhall  never  look  upon  her^un- 
ieis  flie  will  conf::nt  to  be  wholly  directed 
by  mc  in  the  choice  of  another,  for  I  am 
fet  againft  the  pothecary/' 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Manly  then  afked  if  Mifs  Moody 
had  any  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Hardy. 

The  jufbice  replied,  Acquaintance  ! 
no,  not  fhe,  but  flie  knows  his  friends,  and 
that's  all  the  flime  5  he  has  not  lived  in  thefe 
parts  fince  he  was  a  lad,  for  his  uncle,  the 
captain,  took  him  away  when  he  v.  as  about 
ten  years  of  age,  and  brought  him  up ;  and 
as  he  ufed  the  fea,  he  fent  him  aboardfiiips 
when  he  was  very  young.  And  when  he 
came  home  after  the  voyage,  he  kept 
along  with  him  at  Deptford,  and  fo  feldom 
came  to  his  father's,  that  I  (hould  not 
know  him  myfelf,  if  I  were  to  fee  him; 
t}ut  that's  nothing,  I  know  his  land." 

^'  Perhaps,  then,  as  the  gentleman  is  a 
ftranger,  the  young  lady  may  not  be  averfe 
from  him, upon  acquaintance;  v/e  cannot 
tell  how  far  his  pleading  may  prevail,  let 

us 
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us  wait  the  crent  of  an  interview  between 
them.    When  is  he  expeded?^* 

^  To-morrcw;  his  father  has  invked 
you  and  I  to  dinner  with  him;  the  ftage 
coach  is  to  fet  hifn  down  abotit  four  miles 
off,  and  theHquire  is  to  fend  horfes  to  meet 
iim.^ 

The  prefence  of  Mifs  Moody^  and  the 
appearance  of  fupper,  put  an  end  to  this 
lonverfation  for  the  night.  Mr.  Manly 
begged  leave  to  retire  early,  and  thdjuftice 
waited  on  him  into  a  fpacious  chamber, 
the  oaken  floor  of  which  had  been  fo  care- 
fully  rubbed,  that  he  made  but  one  ftep 
'fronii  the  entrance  to  the  upper  end  of  the 
room,  gliding  alon"^  till  kc  fell  proftrate 
before  the  portrait  of  the  Emperor  Tra- 
jan, which  was  placed  next  to  that  of  St* 
PauL 

Being  affifted  by  his  gueft^  and  hisfer- 
v^t^  he  regained  his  legs,  and^  having 
G  5  beftow- 
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beftawed  a  curfe  upon  the  maid,  withdrew, 
and  left  Mr.  Manly  to  take  a  view  of  the 
twelve  Csefars,  and  as  many  Apoftles, 
which  were  promifcuoufly  ranged  around 
the  room,  and  feemed  not  only  to  agree- 
very  amicably,  but  by  the  painter's  art  to 
be  of  a  family. 

As  a  further  furvey  of  this  apartment 
might  keep  him  too  long  from  his  repofe, 
and  contribute  more  than  we  would  defire 
to  the  reader's,  we  will  clofe  this  chapter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XIV.- 

A  Vifit  to  a  neighbouring  Squire. 

IN  the  morning  whenMr.  Manly  came 
down  to  breakfaft,  he  found  Mifs 
Moody  feated  at  a  tea-table  to  receive  him, 
and  her  father  at  another,  with  a  gammon 
of  bacon  before  him,  and  a  tankard  of 
ale;  whilft  they  were  at  breakfaft,  the 
juftice  was  called  out  of  the  room  upon 
bufinefs,  and  Mr.  Manly  took  that  oc- 
cafion  to  tell  the  young  lady,  in  a  jocofe 
manner,  fhe  feemed  rather  too  much  de  ^ 
jecled  for  a  lady  who  -  was  in  expecta- 
tion of  feeing  her  lover.  She  blufhed, 
and  a  filent  tear  gilding  dawn  her  cheek, 
awakened  the  compaffion  of  the  gentle- 
man, who  heartily  pitied  the  fituation 
of  her  mind  at  that  jundure.  He  told 
her,  Mr.  Moody  had  acquainted  him 
with  his  intentions  of  beftowing  iier  on 
G  6  Mr, 
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Mr.  Hardy,   and  aiked  if  fhe  had  any 
reafonable  objection  to,  a  compliance  whh' 
/  his  defire. 

She  replied,  I  am  fincerely  con- 
cerned, it  is  not  in  my  power,  fir,  to. 
oblige  mv  papa,  in  this,  as  I  would  wil- 
lingly do  in  every  refpeft,  without  en- 
tailing mifery  upon  myfelf>  bu:  fo  it  is, 
though  I  have  nothing  more  to  alledge 
againft  Mr.  Harcjy,  than  any  other  gen-' 
tleman,  who  is  equally  unknown  to  me, 
I  cannot  fupport  the  thought  of  entering, 
into  fo  folemn  an  engagement  with  one^ 
\Vhilil  my  heai^  is  prepoffeffed  in  favour 
of  another." 

She  then  confefled  the  preference  Mrv 
Lee  had  in  her  efleem,  and  pleaded  the 
reciprocal  affection  that  had  fubfifted  be- 
tween them  for  near  two  years,  as  an  ex- 
cufe  againft  confenting  to  the  match  pro- 
pofed.    In  the  account  Ihe  gave  of  her 

firft  ' 
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firft  acquaintance  with  chat  gentleman,  .he 
faid  her  aunt  Severn^  at  whofe  houfe 
ftie  firft  faw  him,  was  f:>  far  fronx 
difeouraging  the  affair,  that  (he  from  her 
knowledge  of  his  caaracler  aiid  fa.iiily, 
had  endeavoured  to  'perfuade  her  fa 
to  hear  his  fuit. 

Mr.  Manly  faid  that  was  the  befl  ple^ 
flie  could  have  for  encouraging  his  ad- 
dreffes,  yet  defired  her  to  reiledt  on  the 
confequences  of  indulging  a  paflion  whicti 
was  indeed  no  otlierwife  fauky^  but  in. 
the  want  of  a  parent's  fanftion ;  and 
ed  her,  how  fhe  propofed  to  defray  the  ex- 
pences  attending  a  married  ftate,  with- 
out a  fortune  adequate  to  them. 

Oh,  Sir,^  anfwered  flie  you  ran- 
not  imagine  hov/  many  anxious  hours  my 
papa's  averfion  to  Mr.  Lee  has  given  me; 
1  have  endeaATOured  to  erafe  every  favour- 
abk  idea  of  him  from  my  mincj^  feafible 
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as  I  am  of  his  merit,  and  the  fincerity  of 
his  affeftion  to  me  3  and  after  all,  I  can- 
not  but  efteemhim  beyond  all  mankind  ^ 
yet,  I  am  fimily  refolved,  never  to  be 
his  wife  without  my  papa's  confent; 
and  only  defire  to  be  at  liberty  to  remain 
as  I  am,  and  not  be  forced  into  a  flare 
in  which  I  am  afraid  I  Ihall  never  be  able 
to  perform  my  duty.  I  affureyou,  fir, 
I  was  not  fo  iimprudent  as  to  think  of  in- 
volving him  and  myfelf  in  fuch  difficulties, 
as  mufl  attend  a  match  without  a  compe- 
tency, but  I  was  not  without  hopes,  if 
my  papa  could  be  brought  to  hear  what 
Mr.  Lee  could  fay  for  himfelf,  and  was 
acquainted  with  him,  he  would  one  time 
or  other  be  prevailed  upon  to  part  witk 
an  equivalent  to  what  his  aunt  left  him; 
and  that  with  ceconomy  would  have  beect 
fufficient.'* 

To  this  Mr.  Manly  replied,  "  There 
appears  fome  thing  fo  ingenuous  in  your 

behaviour. 
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behaviour,  ma'am,  that  if  you  can  ftriclly 
adhere  to  the  refolution  you  have  taken^ 
and  not  marry  till  you  have  obtained  Mr. 
Moody's  confent,  I  will  endeavour  to 
perfuade  him  from  urging  you  to  a  difagre- 
able  union;  but/ that  there  may  appear 
no  obftinacy  in  refufing  to  fee  the  perfon 
he  recommends,  I  muft  infill  on  your  re- 
ceiving a  vifit  from  Mr.  Hardy." 

She  was  extremely  thankful  for  his  kind 
interpofirion  in  her  favour,  and  renewed 
the  promife  fhe  had  made,  of  waiting 
for  her  father's  approbation.  He  then 
added  to  her  fatisfaftion,  by  informing 
her.  of  his  acquaintance  with  her  favour- 
ite lover,  though  he  did  not  let  her  know 
Mr.  Lee  had  any  knowledge  of  his  de* 
figns  in  his  favour,  or  that  their  intima* 
cy  was  occafioned  by  any  other  means, 
but  the  protection  he  had  affored  Mifs 
Murrells^  whofe  .adventures,  fmce  fhe 

travelled 
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travelled  with  her,  h-e  gave  her  aa  ac-r 
eount  of. 

This  converfation  afforded  Mlfs  Moo- 
dy a  greater  degree  of  eafe,  than  ihe  had 
experienced  fince  the  difcovery  of  her 
attachment  to  Mr.  Lee;  fhe  was  about  to 
exprefs  the  pleafure  fhe  received  from  it, 
when  the  return  of  her  father  prevented 
her,  who  came  to  tell  Mr.  Manly  the 
chariot  was  ready  lO  carry  them  to  the 
fquire's.  Mr.  Hardy  was  equipped  to  re- 
ceive them,  in  an  olive  drab  coat,  withr 
long  Hurts  and  geld  buttons,  in  which  hi^ 
had  made  a  figure  at  the  afiizes  for  the 
two  laft  feffions  of  parliament,  a  black 
velvet  v/aiftcoat  of  the  fame  date,  and  a 
long  Wg  of  a  much  more  ancient  one. 

After  the  fii:ft  falutations,  he  told  Mr. 
Manly  as  he  came  from.  London,  and  wa5 
a  parliament-man,  he  hoped  he  could  tell 
him  a  liitle  what  the  folks  above  were 

doings 
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doing;      for^*' continued  he,       by  feme 
converfation  I  had  at  the  bowling-green 
with  Sir  Revel  Rattle's  baiiiif,    I  find 
there's  a  dogged  many  taxes  talked  on  j. 
and  I  don't  rightly  underfmad  how  mat- 
ters go  in  the  North  ;  but  I  doubt ^  not 
to  their  likings  for  he  wlHied  rne  to  join 
in  a  new  alibciation,  but  I  thanked  him 
for  that ;  no,  I  wont  to  be  catched  foj 
no,  I  am  one  of  your  wary  ones,  I  wont 
-   be  cheated,  and  trapt,  I  can  tell  him  that^ 
jf  there  fhould  be  another  rebellion,  'tis 
tirne  enough  ta  fet  my  lu:id  when  it 
breaks  out,  and  when  I  know  which  way 
matters  will  go.'* 

I  don't  know,  {aid  Manly,  we  have 
any  occafionto  fear  one,  or  of  any  aflbcia- 
tion,  but  that  which  fome  gendeman  have 
entered  into,  under  pretence  of  carrying 
on  profecutionsagaiaft  thofe  who  infringe 
the  game  a.ct/' 


Oh 
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Oh,  fay  you  fo,  anfwered  the  fquhre, 
that*$  quite  and  clean  another  cafe;  if  he 
had  let  me  into  the  light  on%  I  ihould 
not  have  beenfo  backward^  no,  I  would 
willingly  part  from  fome  pounds  to  bring 
fuch  malefaciors  to  law.  'Twas  but  lall 
week,  1  went  to  the  hall  farm,  to  fpeak 
to  the  churchwarden  that  holds  it,  about 
putting  out  Grace  Polly's  baftard^  and 
when  I  came  there,  he  feemedloth  to  let 
me  go  into  the  kitchen,  but  truly  would 
have  carried  me  into  his  parlour,  but 
I  thanked  him  for  that;  no,  no,  I  fmclt  a 
rat,  fo  I  went  into  the  houfe,  and  up  to 
the  fire,  wherel  found  apartridge  roaftingj 
it  made  my  blood  rife,  fori  had  not  had 
above  20  braces  this  feafon,  and  now  I 
perceive  the  reafon  of  the  fcarcity.  He 
told  me  his  dog  killed  it  by  chance,  and 
he  was  dreffing  it  for  hisfon's  dinner,  who- 
wasin  a  confjmption,  and  could  not  eat 
everything;  but  ^this  v/as  ar  faucy  pre- 
tence 


Thb   stage   coach.  139 

ttnce^  the  lad  might  have  had  a  dumpling, 
and  more  fit  for  him.  I  would  have 
caned  the  poaching  rafcal,  if  he  had  not 
been  as  flout  a  boxer  as  any  in  the  county; 
however  I  gave  him  his  own,  and  told 
him,  if  ever  he  had  fuch  a  thing  in  his 
houfe  again,  I  would  profecute  him  ac* 
cording  to  law." 

Mr.  Manly  faid,  there  I  think,  fir,  , 
you  were  a  little  too  fevere ;  I  am  far 
"from  vindicating  poaching,  but  a  bird 
killed  in  the  manner  you  mention,  by  an 
honeft  farmer  at  whofe  expence  it  has 
been  fed,  ought  not  in  equity,  whatever 
it  is  in  the  rigour  of  the  law,  to  be  deem- 
ed fuch  a  trefpafs.  I  aflure  you  I  have  too 
great  a  reverence  for  the  laws  of  the  land, 
to  countenance  the  breach  of  the  moft 
trivial;  yet  I  cannot  but  own,  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  I  Ihould  not  have  thought  it  any 
deviation  from  juftice  to  have,  fuffered 

it 
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it  topafs  unheeded.  Indeed  all  profeca- 
tions  of  that  nature,  appear  to  me  to 
proceed  rather  from  a  felnlh  regard  to 
our  ownpleafure,  than  from  any  particu- 
lar ref£)ecl  to  juftice;  why  elfe,  fhould 
not  aflbciations  be  entered  into,  to  profe- 
cute  the  vices  and  immoraUty  of  the  agc> 
which  tend  not  only  to  the /ubverfion  ,of 
human^  but  divine  laws* 

I  remember  a  few  years  fince^  aiv 
affair  of  this  fort  happening  in  the  neigh-  - 
bourhood,  where  part  of  my  eftate  liesj 
the  head  mqji  cf  umj  viiiage,  who  was  » 
notorious  wretch.^  and  every  day  guilty 
of  crimes  that  deferved  the  gallows, 
abufed  a  v/orthy  farmer,  far  picking  up 
a  bird,  in  the  manner  your  churchwardea 
did.  The  man  very  patiendy  attended 
to  all  the  ill  language  the  gentleman  (for 
that  title  he  claimed  from  his  eftate) 
thought  proper  to  beftow  upon  him,  and 
&irefuily  noted  the  paths  he  bad  uttered;. 

the 
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"the  farmer  was  carried  before  a  neighbour- 
ing magiftrate^  where  he  confeffed  the 
fact,  and  paid  the  penalty;  and  then  im- 
mediately informed  againft  his  antagonifl 
for  the  breach  he  had  made  with  his 
ijongue,  and  the  gentleman  -was  obliged 
to  pay  him  a  much  larger  fine,  upon  that 
account,  than  defrayed  his  expences,  and 
at  the  fame  time  aiforded  greater  relief 
to  the  poor  of  the  parifh,  than  they? 
would  ever  voluntarily  have  experienced 
from  hiin." 

Thisftory  efFeftually  filenced  the  flial- 
low  fquire  upon  that  head,  who  looked 
upon  die  relater  rather  v/lth  awe,  than 
admiration.  After  dinner  he  took  the 
juftice  afide  and  told  him,  he  wiflied  the 
Londoner  was  not  a  Prefbyterian^  or  a 
Roman  ,  for  he  did  not  talk  like  a  Church 
'  of  England  3ian, 


Moody 
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Moody  replied,  I  am  certain  by 
the  difcourfe  I  had  within  the  ftone  vard 
he  don't  chimejn  with  Oliver  Cromwell, 
but  I  can't  fay  that  he  an't  aPapilh,  for  I 
underftand  he  lived  fome  years,  at  the 
place  where  the  Pope  keeps;  but  never- 
rhelefs  I  believe  he  is  an  honeft  man  at 
the  bottom,  and  has  great  riches.'* 

At  the  conclufion  of  their  conference 
they  agreed  to  put  fome  queilions  to  him 
concerning  religion,  in  order  to  difcover 
liis   fenrimenrs.    In  purfuance    of  this 
fcheme,  Mr.  Moody  afked  him  many 
queftions  relating  to  what  he  had  ob- 
ferved  in  his  travels  beyond  fea,  (as  he 
expreiled  himfelf)  and  for  fear  of  offend- 
ing him  fpokc  with  fuch  veneration  of 
the  Pope,  and  the  opinions  of  the  Romifh 
Church,  as  greatly  alarmed  Mr.  Manly, 
^^  \\o  began  to  fear  he  had  been  tampered 
with  by  the  jefuitical   emilfaries,  with 
which  it  is  faid  this  nation  abounds,  and 

had 
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had  Imbibed  toa  favourable  notions  of 
that  community.  He  therefore  took  this 
opportunity  to  expatiate  on  the  many  ab- 
furdities  and  fuperftitions  of  it,  and  gave 
it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  Proteftant  re- 
ligion, as  eftabUlhed  by  law  in  this  king- 
dom, was  the  pureft,  moft  rational,  and 
the  freeft  from  error,  of  any  in  the 
world. 

The  gentlemen  were  upon  this  topic, 
when  the  door  opened,  and  a  perfon  en- 
tered whofe  name  I  will  not  reveal  in 
this  chapter;  but  coafefs,  as  the  reader 
is  not  unacquainted  with  it,  I  am  not 
willing  to  deprive  him  of  fo  fafliionablc 
an  amufement  as  betting,  which  he  has 
now  a  fair  opportunity  of  doing,  with  any 
of  his  audience,  concerning  the  identity 
of  this  gentleman. 
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Defanption  of  the  Perfon  arrived 
Mr.  Hardy's. 

TH  E  peiTon  who  entered  the  fquire's 
parlour,  and  whom  we  forbore 
defcribe^  for  a  reafon  given  in  the  conclufi- 
of  t  he  preceeding  chapter,  was  a  fliort 
thick-fct  young  man^  with  a  broad  flat 
face,  and  a  complexion  much  injured  by 
t"he  fun,  habited  in  a  blue  frock ,  the  Ikirrs 
of  which  were  perfectly  modilli,  and  reach- 
ed about  halfway  of  his  nankeen  breeches; 
a  black  cut  wip;,  a  red  filk  handkerchief 
tied  round  his  neck,  with  the  ends  ftick- 
ing  out  on  each  fide  his  cheeks,  as  if  to 
vie  with  them  in  colour;  — a  large  patch 
of  brown  paper  over  his  left  eye, —  a  hang- 
er fafcened  with  a  buff  belt,  that  banged 
againfthis  bufkins.  This  figure  moved 
up  to  the  fquire,  and  taking  him  by  the 
hand,  cried  "  What  cheer,  father." 

The 
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The  old  gentleman  returned  this  falu ca- 
tion with  a  bieffing,  and  a  cordial  em- 
brace^ then  prefented  him  to  his  guefts, 
fciying,  Thh  gentleman  ,is  my  fon 
Tim." 

Having  received  the  congratulation^ 
of  the  company,  on  his  fafe  return,  he 
drew  a  thair^  and  accofted  the  fquire  in 
tlie  following  manner,  So,  father^  I 
ice  you  are  ftationed  juft  as  I  left  you, 
but  vvhere's  brother;  the  fquire  anfwered, 
he  is  well,  and  v/ould  have  been  here  to 
have  met  you,  but  his  wife  is  ill  to  day, 
and  he  could  not  leave  her." 

\  \Y ell,  returned  the  failor,  Alls  one, 
another  time  will  ferve;  and  how  does  all 
our  friends?'' 

All  in  health,  but  my  poor  brother 
Ralph,  and  he  is  laid  low,  as  I  fcnc  you 
word." 

Vol.  II.         H  5/  Yes' 
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Yes,  yes;  fo  you  did,  mefsf  I  am 
forry  for  him;  he  is  gone  a  long  voyage, 
but  I  hope  he  had  a  good  paflage. 
Where's  my  old  fchoolinate,  Nick 
Chance?'* 

Ah!  poor  lad,  he  was  unlucky; 
he  loft  all  his  money  with  keeping  con> 
pany  with  bad  women,  and  playing  at 
cards,  and  the  dies;  and  then  he  took  to 
bad  courfes,  and  drowned  himfelf  at  the 
mill." 

Mefs!  fince  he  had  fuch  a  fancy  for 
the  water,  he  better  have  gone  along  with 
me;  I  could  have  got  him  a  birth  on  board 
the  Reformation." 

The  fquire  now  began  to  enquire  the 
reafon  of  his  wearing  the  brown  paper  on 
his  face;  he  anfwered,  I  had  like  to 
have  turned  keel  upwards,  for  fteering 
to  the  leeward  of  Squire  Horner's,  I  fell 

over 
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over  the  bowfprit  of  my  horfe,  fo  I  was 
fain  to  tarry  a  good  fpell  at  the  anchor, 
(for  I  V70uld  not  ftop  at  the  hare  and 
hounds)  where  my  landlady  got  me  this 
dabtofwage  the  bump  a  little,  but  now 
if  youfce  futing  I  (lao\ild  be  glad  of  a  plaif- 
trr.''- 

The  fqulre  was  going  to  touch  fne  bell 
when  the  tar  fet  up  a  whiftle  that  brought 
n  fervant,  and  put  the  dogs  into  a  full 
cry,  in  the  mid  (I  of  this  din,  which  was 
iacreafed  by  the  vociferations  of  die  juftice 
and  fquire,  his  wound  was  dreffed  by  the 
houfekeeper,  whom  he  chucked  under 
the  chin^  and  laid  Ihe  IcJbked  Duicix 
built.  *  * 

Mr.  Manly  had  not  uttered  a  fyllable, 
fr^m  the  time  Tim  and  his  fluher  en- 
tered into  converfation;  but  now  finding 
they  were  filent,  he  applied  to  the  former 
for  information  concerning  the  proceed  - 
H  z  ings 
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ings  of  the  Frencli  and  us  in  the  Eaft-In- 
dies?  to  which  he  rephed,  they  are 
always  a  fquabbling,  but  I  doubt  the 
jMounfeers  are  like  to  come  by  the  v/orft 
oa'r." 

His  fatlierafked  what  he  had  brought? 
homes  he  anfwered,  I  have  landed  a 
puncheon  of  as  fine  arrack ,  as  ever  was 
pierced;  I  had  it  in  Batavia,  in  the  way 
of  traliick  for  a  negro  girh  ^tis  in  the  ciif- 
torn  houfetillthe  duty  is  paid.  And  I 
have  got  a  punch-bowl,  that  you  may 
fwim  in^  and  a  little  tea^  and  a  fan,  with 
a  piece  of  dimity  for  brother'^  wife/' 

That's  kind  in  you,  Tim,  but  you 
had  better  keep  themifor  Ja  wife  of  your 
own:  I  have  one  in  my  eye  for  you;  what 
fay  you  to  a  pretty  tight  lafs,  that'sworth 
her  weight  in  gold.'* 


Thank 
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Thank  ye,  father,  no,  not  at  pre- 
fcnt,  l  an't  niinxled  to  marry  at  this  time; 
I  am  fee  upon  making  another  voyage  or 
two,  afore  I  cad  anchor  for  life.  A  wife 
is  very  fitting  for  a  landfman,  that  is  a 
koufekeeper;  for  though  he  keeps  ever  .fo 
good  look  out  himfelfy  he  can'talways  be 
home  bound,  and  his  concerns  may  run 
a  drift  for  want  of  a  wife  to  fit  at  helm; 
but  for  us  freefailors,  d'ye  fee,  that  roam, 
about  from  port  to  po  t,  I  fee  no  reafon. 
why  wefhouldbe  ihackled.  Beiides  if  fo 
be  I  were  fo  rninded,  I  have  no  need  of  a 
pik)t  to  direct  me  what  courfe  to  fteer ;  an 
I  pitch  upoii  a  young  woman,  I  Ihan't 
mind  her  I'igging,  if  her  heart  be  but 
found  and  honeft,  feeing  I  have  gold 
enough  to  put  her  into  what  trim  I  like/^ 

The  fquire  looked  fomewhat  confound- 
ed at  thisfpeech,^  and  thejuftice  appear- 
ed no  lefs  difappointed;  whilft  Mr.  Man^ 
ly  fecretly  rejoiced  at  a  declaration  whicfi 
H  3.  Iv^ 
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he  hoped  Avoiild  facilitate  his  generous 
fcheme,  Mr,  Hardy  unwilling  to  car-iy 
on  a  farther  converfation  on  this  fubjedt, 
lead  Tim  HiOuld  incur  the  dilpleaure 
of  thejuftice,  put  the  glafs  about  pretty 
freely,  and  ordered  a  frefh  bowl  of  punch 
to  be  made  of  fome  rum,  which  he  receiv- 
ed that  morning,  afluring  his  guefts,  it 
was  right  Jamaica,  and  the  bell  that 
ever  was  tipt  over  tongue. 

Upon  the  appearance  of  this  extraor- 
dinary liquor^  Tim  filled  a  glafs,  but 
no  fooner  had  he  put  it  to  his  mouth,  than 
he  emptied  it  upon   the  floor,  faying, 

Sflefli,  father!  is  this  the  liquor  you 
bragged  on?  mefs1  'tin't  worth  fixpence 
^  gallon;  ^tis  fitting  for  nothing  but 
be  thrown  into  the  channel 

Say  you  fo  fon?  then  I  am  finely 
hope  up  withmy  bargain^  the  whofe-bud 
I  bought  it  of,  gave  me  a  tallc,  and  to 

my 
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my  diinking,  I  never  drank  fuch  a  dram 
in  my  life;  fo  I  bid  him  fend  in  an  an^- 
chor,  for  \vhich  I  paid  him  four  pound, 
and  thought  it  dog  cheap;  a  rafcal!  he 
has  taken  twenty  pounds  in  a  year  of  me;^, 
but  if  he  has  choufed  me  he  ftiall  nevflff 
touch  a  penny  more  of  my  money.'^ 

rd  lay  a  pound,  faid  the  juftic6^ 
you  had  it  of  old  Whimper,  the  fmug* 
gler^  I  ufed  to  deal  with  him  till  I  found 
he  impofed  upon  me,  and  fold  me  coloffus 
fpirits  for  French  brandy^*' 

You  are  in  the  right,  that  was  the 
very  man/' 

Then,  father,  you  are  well  enough 
ferved,  for  putting  your  ventures  on  fuch 
falfe  bottoms;  your  fmugglers  an't  a  bit 
better  than  your  pirates/' 

Mr.  Manly  feconded  him,  and  inveigh- 
ed againft  the  encouragement  given  to 
H  4  X^ch 
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fuch  a  {ct  of  pernicious  mircreams/  wRo 
hefaid  were  not  only  an  hindrance  to  the 
fair  trader,  but  frequently  the  invaders 
of  private  property,  -as  the  many  rob^ 
beries  feme  of  them  have  been  convicted 
of,  could  evidence;  and  he  thought  hav- 
ing any  commerce  with  fuch  people, 
very  inconfiftent,  with  warm  expreflions 
of  regard  for  the  good  of  our  country^ 
iince  it  was  very  certain  they  bad  been  ac- 
ctafed  of  holding  intelligence  with  our 
enemies  in  time  of  war;  and  evdn^  in 
peace,  the  running  of  wool,  which  was 
the  ftaple  commodity  of  the  nation.^  and 
Jias  been  of  the  greatell  detriment  to  it/' 

Mr.  Manly  continued  this  topic  fome 
time  longer,  when  thejuftice  ordered  the 
chariot;  but  before  he  depaited,  took  the 
fquire  afide^  and  invited  him  to  bring  his 
fon  to  the  Sullens,  on  the  m.orrow. 


Mr- 
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Mr.  Hardy  replied 


give  you 


thanks,  but  I  thhakit  will  be  becier  to 
tarry  till  the  day  after,  for  by  that  time 
Tim's  face  may  be  well,  aad  he  wilibe- 
able  to  unpack  his  bettermoll  cJoaths.'* 
Upon  this  the  juftice  and  Mr.  Manly 
tad  him  adieu. 

During  this  little  journey,  the  former 
addrefled  the  latter,  with,  "  Well,  fquire! 
what  think  you  of  the  young  fpark?'* 
and  without  waiting  for  a  reply,  continu- 
ed, I  am  half  afraid  by  what  he  faid  he 
may  have  a  fancy  to  follow  his  uncle^s  ex- 
ample, and  die  a  batchellor;  what  dp 
tiiink  pray?'' 

Mr.  Manly  anfvvered,  from  fo  ftiort 
an  acquaintance,  I  cannot  form  an  opi.. 
nion  of  his  real  fentiments,  but  from  thofe 
he  uttered  am  inclined  to  think  h€  will 
not  prove  a  very  defperate  lover. 


H  5 
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Upon  their  arrival  at  the  Siillens,  Mr. 
Manly  retired  to  b^d,  extremely  dif- 
gufted  with  the  fociety,  in  which  he  had 
paffed  the  day;  and  which  no  induce- 
ment^ but  the  hopes  of  being  fervice- 
able  to  a  young  creature  of  Mifs  Moody^s 
merit,  could  have  occafioned  his  ever  en- 
tering  into  again. 


CHAP* 
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CHAP.  XVI. 


A  Clergyman  makes  his  Appearance. 

EXT  morning,  Mr.  Doughty,  the 
redlorof  the  parirti,  came  to  defire 
thejuftice  would 'exert  his  authority  in 
fuppreffing  a  riotous  rabble,  that  fur- 
rounded  dame  Limper's  houfe,  and  were 
going  to  force  her  to  the  river  in  order  to 
fwim  her  for  a  witch.  I  have  refufed 
the  church  bible  (continued  he)  which 
they  demanded  to  weigh  her  againft, 
and  have  ufed  all  the  arguments  I  am 
mailer  of  to  induce  them  to  leave  the 
poor  old  foul  unmoleiled,  but  to  no  pur- 
jpofe/^ 

I  know,  Mr.  Doughty,  (replied  the 
juftice)  you  are  a  peaceable  man,  and 
don't  like  to  encourage  feuds  in  the  pa- 
riih;  but  I  muft  fay,  dame  Limper  is  an 
odd  kind  of  a  woman;  I  doiT^t  care  to 
fay  pofitivelythatfhe  is  a  witch^  becaufe 
H  6  a  body 
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a  body  would  not  like  to  lie  under  her 
power;  but,  however,  if  fhe  is  not^  it  caa^ 
do  no  harm  to  try  her/" 

No  Harnij  fir !  do  you  think  it  no  hann 
to  endanger  the  life  of  a  human  creature,, 
by  making  fuch  an  abfurd  experiment, 
purely  to  gratify  the  malice  of  a  parcel  of^ 
ignorant  fools,  who  have  nothing  to  alledge 
againft  her,  but  that  age  and  infirrnities 
have  rendered  her  burthenf3me  to  the  pa- 
rifli?  for,  as  to  the  filly  legends  they  tell  of 
her,  they  can  never  be  credited  by  any  per*^- 
fon  of  common  fenfe  and  humanity/* 

As  filly  as  you  feem  to  think  them> 
parfon/'  returned  the  juftice,  there 
very  unaccountable  flories  of  her,  and  every 
body  is  not  bound  to  give  them  the  lie; 
but  you  have  not  heard  all  that  I  know,  fo 
ni  tell  you  one,  and  then  you  may  pafs  a 
better  judgement  upon  her*     As  I  was 

riding 
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fiding  home,  after  the  laft  eleftion  for 
^nights  of  the  fliire,  I  overtook  this  wo- 
man, picking  up  flicks  by  Gofling^s  farmv 
-my  horfe  fhyed,  which  I  did  not  much 
matter,  till  I  'fpied  her;  then  I  muft:  fay  I 
dreamt  bad  meafare ;  and,  being  in  a  heat  , 
I  huffed  her^  and  flie  fell  a  muttering  to 
herfeif;  I  told  her,  it  was  like  indeed  ihe 
fhould  be  fo  lame  as  fne  made  believe,  and 
yet  could  flray  fo  far  from  home;  where- 
uponihe  faid,  I  am  lame,  an  like  your 
Worfhip,  and  'tis  well  if  you  ar'nt  forced 
to  ufe  a  crutch,  as  well  as  I  before  a  quar- 
^ter^s  at  an  end/"  They  were  her  verjr 
••svwds,  and  as  trueas  Fm  alive,  in  lefs  than 
ten  days  I  was  taken  with  a  fit  of  the  gout, 
•^nd  walked  with  acrutch  for  a  month  after^. 
what  think  you  of  her  now 

P^eally,'*  faid  Mr.  Manly,     if  you 
would  permit  me  to  give  my  opinion,  I 
'ihouid  have  thought  it  required  no  fuper 
ft^tural  afliftan»  to  prognofticate  the  con 

fequenccs' 
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fequences  of  a  parliamentary  fcheme^  and 
muft  own  I  am  an  infidel  with  regard  to 
the  idle  legends  of  this  fort,  with  which 
almoft  every  village  abounds."  He  then 
reminded  the  juftice  of  the  recent  affair  of 
ythis  nature  at  Tring,  and  advifed  him  to 
ftop  the  proceedings  of  the  mob,  if  it  was 
only  to  prevent  the  like  mifchief  enfuing. 

This  laft  argument  was  of  fuch  weight 
with  the  juftice,  (who  faid  it  was  a  pity  any 
of  his  honeft  neighbours  fhould  be  hanged 
about  fuch  a  haradan)  that  he  complied 
with  Mr.  Doughty*s  defire,  who  immedi- 
ately, backed  with  his  authority,  and  pro- 
per officers,  flew  to  the  relief  of  the  de- 
cripid  old  woman,  and  refcued  her  from  the 
enraged  mob,  who  difperfed  upon  hear- 
ing the  aot  a(5l  read.  This  done,  he  re- 
turned, according  to  an  invitation  the  juf- 
tice had  given  him,  to  dine  with  Mr.  Man- 
ly, to  whom  the  converfation  of  this  wor- 
thy divine  wa5  much  more  agreeable  than , 

any 
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any  he  had  been  engaged  in  fince  he  left 
town. 

After  dinner  the  juflice  afked  the  cler- 
gyman, what  was  become  of  the  lady  that 
was  at  his  houfe  two  years  ago?  He  re- 
plied, I  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  her 
lately,  and  ihe  was  well/' 

Pray,  what  made  her  keep  herfelf  fo 
moped  lip,  that  a  body  eould  never  fee 
her  ?  I  have  had  a  fancy  to  afk  you  a  long 
time,  but  it  always  went  out  of  my  head^ 
my  daughter  faid  fhe  feemed  a  good  kind 
of  a  woman,  only  a  little  melancholy,  and 
did  not  much  care  for  flrange  company.'* 

The  dejediion  fhe  was  under  was 
pwingtofuch  a  caufe,  fir,  as  defervedcom- 
miferation,  and  as  fhe  was  confcious  flie 
could  not  conceal  it  from  company,  chofe 
folitude.  But,  fince  fhe  left  me,  fhe  has  a 
better  relifli  for  fociety." 


Mayhap, 
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r.  l  iyhap,  then,  ilie  has  met  with  fome 
good  hick  thar  fhe  did  not  expeA/' 

^'  If  3'ou  pleafe,  lir,  I  will  giv^  you  an 
account  of  the  fortune  ihe  has  Aiet  with." 

Do  f(3,  do  fo,  and  I  fhall  be  obligated 
to  you/*  Mn  Manly  joining  in  this  re- 
qucft,  the  clergyman  began  his  narrativer 


C  H  A  r- 
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CHAP.  XVIL 
Contains  an  Hijlofj^  ^ 

rr^H  AT  ladjs  fir,  was  the  only  child 
X  of  a  gentleman  of  large  fortune, 
and  left  an  orphan,  with  an  eftate  furpafs^ 
ing  mofl-  in  the  county  where  ftie  was 
born^  to  the  care  of  a  worthy  guardian, 
who  gave  her  a  polite  education,  and  cul- 
tivated the  good  underftanding  which  fhe 
inherited  with  all  poffible  care.  The  fame 
of  her  accomplifhments  and  fortune, 
brought  her  admirers  from  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  but  (lie  declined  wedlock,  till 
fhe  arrived  at  that  age  when  the  laws  of 
the  land  put  her  in  poffeffion  of  her  whole 
eftate,  and  then  received  the  addreffes  of  a 
gentleman,  who  was  recommended  by  her 
guardian,  of  good  charafter,  polite  con- 
verfation,  and  eqiuvalcRt  fortune.  And 
after  an  acquaintance  offoniemondi3,mar- 

riedr 
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ried  him.  Their  afTeclion  appeared  to  be 
reciprocal^  and  neither  could  acciife  the 
other  of  the  leaft  unkind  expreflion  or  ac- 
*tion  for  more  than  a  year. 

In  this  peaceab!e  manner  they  remain- 
ed, till  one  day,  her  hufband  having  in- 
vited fome  friends  to  dine  with'him,  re- 
ceived a  letter,  which  he  had  no  fooner 
perufed,  than  he  faid,  he  v^as  obliged  to 
go  out  for  a  few  hours,  upon  an  affair  of 
fome  moment,  and  if  he  ihould  not  be  able 
to  difpatch  it  time  enough  to  meet  his 
company,  begged  flie  would  entertain 
them.  Accordingly,  when  his  friends  ar- 
rived, fhe  apologized  for  his  abfence  at 
dinner,  but  hoped  he  would  joi#i  them  in 
the  evening.  They  waited  till  nine  o'clock, 
and  he  not  appearing,  bad  her  adieu,  and 
flie  fat  up  till  tv.^0  in  the  morning,  in  ex- 
peftation  of  his  return,  and  began  to  grow 
extremely  apprehenfive,  as  he  went  out  un- 
attended, thatfome  mifchance  had  befallen 
him. 

Hci 
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'^Her  uneafinefs continuing  toencreafe, 
the  difpatched  vmeffengers  to  all  parts  of 
the  town,  (for  they  were  in- London)  where 
ihe  could  think  he  might  be,  but  all  of 
them  returning  without  being  able  to  gain 
any  intelligence  of  him,  augmented  her 
anxiety,  and  fhe  remained  near  a  week  in 
this  uncertainty  and  perplexity,  when  llie 
received  a  letter  from  him,  dated  from 
no  place,  the  contents  of  which,  at  any 
other  time,  would  have  (hocked  her  more 
than  at  this  jundure,  when  the  dreadful 
apprehenfions  that  fome  very  horrid  mif- 
fortune  had  happened  to  him,  had  put  her 
into  fuch  agitations,  that  (he  was  not  fo 
flrongly  affefted  with  what  more  immedi- 
ately regarded  herfelf. 

He  told  her  in  this  letter,  Re  hoped 
fhe  was  miftrefs  of  a  fufficient  (lock  of 
philofophy  to  bear  a  difappointment;  and, 
in  fhort,  after  a  flight  preface,  which  con- 
tained no  apology  for  his  behaviour^  faid, 

as 
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as  (lie  had  hitherto  been  an  obedient  wife^. 
he  expeded  flie  fhoiild  conform  to  his  plea- 
fure,  and  be  content  to  live  apart  from 
liim  for  the  future,  without  troubhng  her- 
feif  about  the  courfe  he  fhould  purfue, 
fmce  all  enquiries  after  him  would  be  as 
fruitlefs  as  any  attempt  to  alter  the  refolu^ 
tion  he  had  made  of  pafling  his  life  as  free 
as  if  he  had  never  been  engaged  in  the- 
niarriage  bonds^  which  he  found  too  hea^ 
vy  to  endure;  at  the  fame  time^  he  acknow- 
ledged^ he  had  nothing  to  alledge  againft 
her  more  than  being  hiswife^  protefting  if 
he  had  never  married^  he  fliouldhave  con- 
tinued her  paffionate  lover;   but^  as  the 
cafe  was,  he  could  no^  bear  conflraint^  and 
advifed  her  to  refide  with  fome  friend  that 
was  agreeable  to  her,  and  forget  there  was^ 
ever  fuch  a  perfon  as  hirafelf.    He  remind- 
ed her  of  the  regard  (he  had  always  ex- 
prefled  for  her  reputation,  which  this  was 
the  moft  likely  method  of  preferving;  and 
after  giving  her  an  aflurance  that  flie  fhould 

have. 
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have  tlieintereftof  her  fortune  pundtiially 
tranfmitted  to  her,  for  her  own  ufe  at  any 
plac^  Ihe  would  pleafe  to  appoint^,  by  a  line 
addrefled  to  Z.  X-  at  Will's  coifee-houfe, 
where  he  would  order  his  agent  to  receive 
it;  he  concluded^  v/ith  wifhing  this  fepara- 
tion  might  be  as  agreeable  to  her  inclina- 
tions as  to  his." 

I  never  heard  the  like!"  faid  thejuf- 
tice,  Well^  what  followed?  I  hope  flie 
was  not  fjch  a  fool  as  to  vex  herfelf  about 
him^  fince  he  allowed  herher  portion." 

On  receipt  of  this  aftonilhing  epiftle, 
Ihe  communicated  the  contents  to  a  near 
fri  jiid  and  relation,  w^ho  fincerely  fympa- 
thized  with  her  in  her  afflidion,  and  ad- 
vifed  her  to  obferve  his  direftions,  in  hopes, 
by  fuch  a  compliance,  to  make  him  lenfi- 
ble  of  his  error.  Accordingly,  flie  v/ent 
down  into  a  diftant  country,  with  her  fami- 
ly, where  flie  lived  in  a  very  retired  man- 
ner. 


t66      The    STAGE  COACH. 

ner,  giving  no  one  information  of  her* 
place  of  rcfidence  but  her  hufband,  in  the 
manner  he  prefcribed.  She  received  her 
allowance  duly,  and  all  fhe  could  fave, 
after  defraying  her  neccflary  expences,  (he 
appropriated  to  charitable  ~^ufes,  as  an 
atonement  for  fome  crime,  which,  fhe  faid, 
file  feared  flie  had  inadvertantly  commit- 
ted, to  provoke  Heaven  to  punifh  her,  by 
depriving  her  of  the  affections  of  an  huf- 
band  fhe  efteemed  with  the  greateft  de 
gree  of  fincerity. 

When  Ihe  had  lived  a  reclufe  life 
many  years,  the  lady  in  whofe  family  (lie 
refided,  came  upon  bufinefs  into  this  neigh 
^bourhood,  and  brought  her  with  her 
where  iTie  heard  of  my  wife,  who  having 
been  her  fchool-fellow,  and  very  intimate 
with  her  in  her  younger  years,  fhe  wrote 
to,  and  expreffed  a  great  inclination  to 
fee  ;  upon  which  we  gave  her  an  in  vita* 
tlon  10  our  houfe,  but  could  not  prevai 

witli 
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with  her  to  accept  it,  till  we  made  a  pro- 
mife,  that  (he  fhould  be  as  retired  as  flie 
pleafed;  by  this  aflurance  we  #3tained 
her  company  for  a  month,  in  which  time 
I  difcovered  fuch  a  fund  oF  piety,  good 
fenfe,  and  good  nature,  in  her  compofition, 
as  increafed  my  wonder  at,  and  deteftation 
of,  the  treatment  flie  had  met  with. 

Not  long  after  flie  left  us  flie  received 
a.  letter  from  her  hufband,  indited  in 
the  mod  penitential  and  afF*fcionate  man- 
ner, fohciting  her  return  to  him,  who 
was  not  only  ready  to  receive  hef,  with 
a  true  fenfe  of  her  extraordinary  merit, 
but  fliould  efteem  her  pardon  of  the 
tranfgreflion  he  liad  been  guilty  of,  as  an 
obligation  of  the  higheft  kind ;  and  pro* 
mifing  the  whole  tenor  of  his  future  con- 
dud  ftiould  teftify  the  fincerity  of  his  in- 
tentions, and  the  ardent  affedion  he  had 
for  her. 


This 
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*^This  epiftle  ill e  communicated  to  her 
friend,  who  at  firft  would  have  difuaded 
her  from  a  compHance  with  his  requcft; 
but  (lie  telling  her  fhchad  never  been  guilty 
cf  the  breach  of  any  duty  tohim,  faid,  fhe 
vs-as  determined  to  obey  his  prefent  irjur  c- 
tions,  and  kt  out  immediately  for  town, 
where  he  being  af^prized  of  her  defign, 
wa^  prepared  to  receive  .her. 

At  their  firft  interviev/,  a  flood  of 
rears  flowed  mutually,  and  prevented  tiiem. 
from  fpeaking,  when  the  confcioufnefs  of 
her  worth,  and  his  own  behaviour,  fo  over- 
came him,  that  he  flung  himfelf  into  a 
chair,  the  tears  fl:reaming  from  his  eyes. 
She  apprehending  the  occafion  of  his  taci- 
turnity, inflead  of  upbraiding  him  with 
his  fault,  went  to  him,  and,  throwing  her 
arms  around  hi?  neck,  vented  thanks  to 
Heaven  for  his  fafety;  which  caufed  him 
to  break  forth  into  many  invef.ives  againft 

his 
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his  o\tn  wickednefs  and  foUy^  in  deferting 
fo  amiable  a  companion* 

This  meeting  happened  two  years  iago^ 
fmce  which  they  have  lived  in  an  uninte- 
rupted  ftate  of  harmony.  He  has  told 
her,  that  the  company  of  a  fet  of  rakes, 
with  whom  he  was  acquainted,  influen* 
ced  his  aftions^  and  their  inftigations, 
joined  to  the  iafintiatioils  of  an  artful^ 
abandoned  woman,  into  whofe  com- 
pany they  introduced  him,  gave  him 
a  difrelifli  to  the  married  ftate,  which 
thefe  libertines  reprefented  as  a  thraldom 
\mbecoming  a  lord  of  the  creation  to  fubv 
mit  to. 

He  owned,  their  rallery  cccafioncd 
him  to  leave  her,  and  the  kingdom, 
and  to  take  his  miftrefs  with  him,  whofc 
tloofe  and  extravagant  behaviour  foon  made 
him  repent  of  the  exchange;  and  tliat 
whilft  he  was  in  Italy,  he  was  perpetually 
\o%.  U  I  ^g3,ged  - 
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engaged  in  quarrels,  which  her  conducl 
occahoned,  and  ib  intimidated  by  her 
threatiiings  of  fending  him  out  of  the 
^•orld,  upon  the  leaft  contradidion  of 
her  humour;  that;,  though  fhe  was  become 
his  averfion,  he  was  obliged  to  comply 
with  all  her  defires;  till  at  laft,  being 
unable  to  fupport  the  weight  of  his  own 
c'onfcience,  that  was  continually  accufmg 
him  of  the  villainy  he  was  guilty  of,  he 
was  induced  to  follow  the  diftates  of  that 
unerring  monitor,  and  wrote  a  letter  to 
a  fenfible  friend  in  England,  with  whom 
he  had  held  no  correfponcence  fince  his 
attachment  to  this  vile  woman,  in  which 
he  made  a  frank  confeffion  of  the  fituation 
of  his  mind,  and  the  remorfe  he  felt  for 
the  crime  he  had  been  guilty  of,  to  the 
mofl:  deferving  of  wives. 

This  friend,  on  receipt  of  the  letter, 
went  over  to  encourage  him  to  profecute 
the  laudable fcheme  he  propofed,  in  order 

to 


Tnt    STAGE   COACH.  (2^. 

to  ridhimfelf  of  the  wretch  that  had  oc- 
cafioned.his  defedion  from  hiswjfe.  On 
his  arrival^  he  told  him,  if  his  contritioft 
was  fmcere,  and  the  profeflions  he  had 
made  to  repair  by  a  fuitable  conduct  for 
the  future,  the  injury  his  lady  had  fuftain- 
ed^  he  did  not  doubt,  but  he  could 
bringabout  a  reconcilaiioii  between  them. 
This  he  feared  was  imprafticable,  though 
he  aflured  his  friend  there  was  nothing  he 
more  ardently  defired,  than  a  re-union 
with  that  amiable  creature  j  and  whether 
he  fucceeded  or  not,  in  his  applications 
for  her  pardon,  he  was  refolved  to  aban* 
don  his  miftrefs,  with  whom  he  knew  not 
how  to  hold  a  conference  upon  that  theme, 
and  therefore  defired,this  friend  to  inform 
her  of  his  intentions,  and  to  give  her  five 
hundred  pounds  in  notes,  that  (he  might 
not  be  induced  by  poverty  ta  continue 
in  that  way  of  life. 


The 
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Thegentlcmaa  performed  his  requeft; 
and  was  quite  regardlefs  of  the  rage  which 
his  news  put  her  into,  or  the  opprobrious 
language  with  which  rtie  infulted  him. 
At  their  parting,  flie  defixed  him  to  tell 
the  fool  that  fent  him  upon  this  errand, 
if  (he  could  have  obtained  the  purfe  he  had 
now  given  her  by^  any  other  means,  he 
ftiould  not  have  been  incommoded  with 
her  company  many  days,  for  flie  would 
have  embarked  with  his  valet,  who  was 
much  the  moft  agreeable  man,  for  another 
part  of  the  world.  So  ended  this  affair, 
with  wdiich  his  lady  has  too  much  good 
fenfeand  humanity  to  reproach  him;  on 
the  contrary,  flie  takes  every  opportunity 
of  exprefling  her  fenfibihty  of  his  prefent 
obliging  behaviour." 

When  Mr.  Doughty  had  finiflied  his 
narrative,  the  juftice  cried  out,  A 
clever  woman  !  V\\  warrant  her;  flie  need 
not  have  been  afliamed  to  liave  fliown 

her 
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laer  face;  I  wifh  Rofe  had  been  better  ac- 
quainted with  her,  far  fhe  could  have 
iearnt  her  obedience." 

Mr.  Manly  exprefled  great  approbati- 
on of  the  lady's,  prudent  conduil,  and 
breathed  many  hearty  wifihes  for  a  conti-^ 
nuance  of  her  happinefs.  The  clergymitq 
Was  now  called  home  to  receive  a  geiv 
tleman  who  he  was  informed  was  juft  ar- 
rived at  his  houfe.  He  quitted  the  juf'- 
tke,  with  a  promife  of  returning  to  fp^d 
the  evening. 


13  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XVlIf. 

Account  of  Mr.  Dough ty's  Vtfitor. 

ir\  N  Mr.  Dcughty's  return  to  the  Sul- 
lens,  the  juflice  defired  to  know, 
who  had  called  him  away;  he  replied^ 
Mr.  Ricks'  ho!  ho!  faid  Moody,  he 
is  a  bridegroom,  I  underftand,  did  not 
you  joy  him  ?  for  he  has  got  a  widow  with 
a  power  of  money/' 

I  congratulated  him  on  his  alliance 
with  a  very  ingenious  woman;  but  her 
fortune  was  not  fuch  as  the  world  report- 
ed/'      How  fo     I  thought  her  fpoufe, 
had  left  her  a  mort.''    Moft  people  ima* 
ginedhehadbeen  very  liberal  to  her,  and  i 
was  not  till  fome  time  after  flie  becam 
Mr  Ricks*s  wife,  that  he  was  acquainte 
withherreal  circumftances.'*  Whythut*' 
ftrangc;  (he  mufl  be  very  cunning  tcy 

dect^ivc 
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deceive  him;  he  is  a  wary  kind  of  a  marr, 
lam  certain,  for  I  have  had -dealings 
with  him ;  he  once  bought  a  mare  of  me, 
and  I  am  fure  he  mad-eas  hard  a  bargain 
as  any  man,  that  'tis  much  he  (hould  be 
cheated  in  a  wife/' 

The  cafe '  was  thus/'  returned  thar 
clergyman,  Mrs.  Ricks,  brought  x 
very  good  fortune  to  her  firft  hufband,  - 
who  had  more  wit  than  prudence,  and 
(he,  having  a  greater  propenfity,  to  gaiety 
than  oeconomy,  they  together  lavifhed 
it  away.  In  his  lafh  illnefs  he  lamented 
this  diffipation,  and  declared  he  knew  ' 
not  how  (he  could  fubfift,  as  the  poft  he 
held  during  life,  had  no  penfion  annexed 
to  it.  She  told  him  it  was  in  vain  to  be- 
wail what  was  paft  re-call,  and  flie  (hould 
be  perfeftly  content,  if  would  make  a 
will,  and  bequeath  ten  thoufand  pounds 
to  her.  He,  with  great  furprize  at  the 
reqiaeft,  replied,  he  had  not  fo  many  IhH- 
I  4  lin^ 
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.fmgs  to  difpofeof;  flie  faid  that  Avas  no- 
thing lo  the  purpofe,  and  only  entreated 
him  to  oblige  her  in  this  particular 5  ac- 
cordingly, after  many  perfuafions,  he 
made  a  formal  will,  in  which  he  be- 
queathed her  the  full  fum  (he  defired,  and 
made  her  fole  executrix;  fhe  adminifter- 
ed  to  this  will,  which  was  proved  in  due 
form.  And  then  put  off  her  houfe  in 
the  country,  and  went  to  London* 

The  report  of  her  fortune,  was' 
prefently  fpxead  throughout  the  county^ 
and  reached  Mr,  Ricks's  ears,  who  was 
^Iways  her  admirer,  but  w^ould  never  have 
pretended  to  her,  had  he  imagined  it  to- 
have  been  lefs  than  the  world  gave  it  out. 
He  followed  her  to  town,  and  made  his 
addreffes,  as  early  as  decency  would  per 
mit;  (he  knowing  his  eftate  to  be  very 
confiderable,  was  not   averfe  from  his 
propofals.    However,  (he  told  him,  fhe 
feared  he  was  not  acquainted  v/ith  the 

circuin- 
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circumftances,  in  which  her  hufband>lefc 
her;  declaring  they  were  not  equal,  ta 
common  report,  or  what  he  might-  ex* 
pe<fl.  . 

This  declaration  he  imputed  to  her 
modefty,  having  been  at  the  trouble  ta 
procure  a  fight  of  the  will,  before  he  made 
his  offers;  and  being  from  that  fully  per- 
fuaded  fhe  had  the  money  therein  fpecifi-^ 
ed,  made  many  proteftations  of  a  paffion- 
ate  regard  for  her,  exclulive  of  mercenary 
views^and  prefledher  to  accept  him  iiixme- 
diately;  he  was  fo  importunate,  that  after  a 
few  vifits,  in  which  (he  had  always  aflur- 
ed  iim,  her  fortune  fell  iliort  of  every  bo-  - 
dy*s  expeftations,  (he  at  laft  told  him,  if 
he  had  fuch  an  affection  for  her  as  he  pro* 
feffed,  and  would  take  her  with  the  tri* 
fling  fum  fhe  was  miftrefs  of,  fhe  would 
have  the  gratitude  to  make  him  a  good 
■wife;  pofitively  declaring  there  was  no 
credit  to  be  given  to  public  rumour. 
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All  thefe  declarations  were  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  convince  him  that  he  was  mif- 
taken;^  andconjejfturing  that  they  were 
defigned  only  to  try  whether  his  attach- 
ment was  not  rather  to  her  fortune  than 
perfon,  he  afFeded  to  believe  her;  and  told 
her,  he  had  indeed  heard  that  fhe  was 
poflefledof  three  or  four  thoufand pounds, 
(being  wilHng  ta  under-rate  what  he  had? 
feen  ia  the  will,  lead  fhe  fhould  imagine, 
he  had  had  the  curiofity  to  enquire  fo  nar^ 
Towly)  but  if  report  had  exaggerated,  his- 
eftate  was  fufficient/* 

Shefmrling,anfwered,  I  wifhyourtiay 
not  repent,  for  I  find  you  have  been  mif- 
informedy  but,  however,  if  you  have 
generofity  enough  to  marry  me,  after  what 
I  have  told  you,  I  am  ready  to  accept 
your  offer.  Accordingly  they  were  mar- 
ried privately  in  town. 


Some 
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Some  weeks  palTed  on,  before  he 
mentioned  the  contents  of  her  late  huf- 
band's  will,  expefting  every  day  (he would 
mform  him  where  the  money  was  lodged^ 
but  finding  her  filent  upon  that  head,  he 
made  enquiry  after  it.  She  anfwered  flie^ 
had  no  fuch  fum,  and  that  (lie  had  often 
told  him  he  was  not  to  expetfl  any  thing 
with  her*  He  faid  £he  had  no  occafionr 
to  carry  on  the  deception  any  longer, 
declaring  he  had  confulted  herhufband's 
will,  and  from  that  w^as  acquainted  with 
her  circumftances.. 

*^  Upon  this  flie  frankly  confefled  ho^y 
the  aflfair  was,  faying,  (he  was  as  much 
obliged  to  her  former  hufband,  as  if  he 
could  have  beftowed  fuch  a  fortune  upon 
her,  fince  the  report  of  it,  had  induced 
him  to  make  choice  of  her.  I  ftiall 
ever  acknowledge  myfelf  indebted  to 
31  our  generofity,  continued  Ihe,  and  will 
tndeavour  by  ceconomy  to  preferve  your 
I  6  cftate; 
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■eftate;  and,  perhaps  I  may  be  enabled 
to  add  to  it,  by  a  proper  ufe  of  what  I 
acquired  at  the  expence  of  a  much  larger/" 

What  a  fhame,  did  fhe  mean?*^ 
Cry'd  the  juftice. 

Experience,  anfwered  Mr.  Dough- 
ty/' "  She  told  Mr.  Ricks  fhe  was  too 
well  convinced  of  the  fatal  effects  of  ex- 
travagance, to  purfue  fuch  a  courfe  for 
the  future;  and  if  he  had  that  difintereft- 
ed  regard,  which  he  profeffed  for  her,^ 
Ihe  fhould  efteem  herfelf  more  fortunate, 
than  if  fhe  had  ten  thoufand  pounds  really 
in  her  poffeflion/* 

Good  lack,  I  never  heard  of  fuch  a 
gipfey  !  what  faid  her  fpoufe  to  her  ferv^ 
ing  him  fuch  a  trick 

I  "believe,  he  was  afhamed,  after  the 
jtoJlny  declarations  he  had  made,  to  own 
his  difappointments  and  as  he  was  fenfible 

the 
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the  knot  hehad  tied  could  not  be  diflblv- 
ed,  and  fhe  was  a  woman  of  good  nature^ 
and  had  many  amiable  qualifications,  he 
never  appeared  theleaft  chagrined  at  her 
confeflion.  I  muft  own,  I  cannotapplaud 
her  artifice,  though  I  think  the  mercena- 
ry motive  that  induced  him  to  marry  he?- 
well  merited  fuch  a  return." 

Whilft  they  were  difcourfing  on  this 
affair,  Mr.  Doughty  received  a  poll  letter, 
which  he  informed  the  company  came 
fi  om  a  young  gentleman,  who  had  refided 
fome  years  abroad,  and  was  formerly  his 
pupil,  when  he  kept  a  private  academy 
near  Londbn.  He  acquaints  me,  con- 
tinued he,  with  his  intentions  of  being 
in  town  foon,  which  gives  me  great 
pleafure,  as  I  have  long  regetted  his  al> 
fence." 

Mr,  Manly  upon  this  faid,  he  imagined 
he  would  be  in  town  to  meet  him,  and 

gave 
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gave  Mr.  Doughty  an  invitation  to  his 
houfc,  if  he  came,  for  which  he  receiv- 
ed a  compliment  from  the  clergyman, 
with  a  promife  of  fpending  one  day  with 
him  if  he  went.  And  then  bad  him  and 
the  juftice  adieu* 


AT. 
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C  H  A' P.  XIX. 

jiti  Interview  between  Mr.  Timothy 
and  Mifs  Moody; 

MR.  Manly  took  the  opportunity  of 
the  juftice's  attending  Mr.  Dough- 
ty to  the  gate^  to  give  Mifs  Moody  notice 
of  the  company  her  father  expefted  next 
'day,  and  told  her,  fhe  need  not  be  under 
any  apprehenfions  of  Mr.  Hardy,  for,  by 
what  he  could  gather  from  his  converfa* 
tion,  he  was  not  over  fond  of  his  fatlier's 
fchemci. 

The  next  morning,  at  breakfaft,  the  old 
gentleman  ordered  his  daughter  to  drefs 
herfelf  in  the  new  gown  he  had  defired  her 
aunt  Severn  to  procure  for  her  againft  this 
occafion;  accordingly,  llie  made  her  ap- 
pearance in  an  exceeding  handfome  fhort 
lacque  and  coat,  which  he  no  fooner  per* 
cuved^  than  he  bid  her  pull  off  that  fly- 
flap 
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flap  jacket^  for  he  could  not  abide  the  fight 
of  it;  I  wonder,"  continued  he,  lifter 
Severn  fliould  be  fuch  a  ninny-hammer, 
to  buy  fuch  a  fer-brawn  thing;  (he  knew 
well  enough  I  never  grudged  to  pay  for 
your  cloaths,  and  I  did  not  think  there  was 
any  occafion  to  pray  her  to  let  it  be  long 
enough," 

The  young  lady  finding  he  was  fo  di^ 
pleafed  with  her  drefs,  without  making  any 
leply,  went  immediately  and  changed  it. 
The  good  humour  with  which  fhe  behaved 
in  this  trivial  incident,  ferved  to  enhance 
Mr.  Manly's  opinion  of  the  fweetnefs  of 
her  difpofition. 

Whilft  fhe  was  gone^  her  father  conti- 
nued muttering  at  Mrs.  Severn's  folly  and 
covetoufnefs,  as  he  called  it,  when  his 
vifitant  informed  him,  the  habit  he  con- 
demned, was,  he  imagined,  fafliionabIe> 
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as  he  had  obferved  it  to  be  very  common 
amongft  ladies. 

Aye,  aye/'  replied  thejuftice,  I 
have  feen  of  them  afore  now,  and  'tis  very 
fit  for  folks  that  can't  afford  to  get  a  whole 
gown  to  their  backs;  but  while  I  have 
wherewithal  to  pay  for  it,  Rofe  fhall  have 
as  much  in  her  cloaths  as  other  young  gen- 
tlewomen/' 

He  was  now  employed  in  flumping 
about  the  houfe,  in  order,  he  faid,  to  fee 
if  every  thing  was  to  rights  before  Mr. 
Timothy  came;  upon  whofe  arrival,  the 
juftice  ufhered  the  Tquire  and  him  into  his 
great  parlour,  which  was  no  lefs  fpacious 
an  apartment  than  that  in  which  Mr.  Man- 
ly flept ;  and  contained  a  dozen  worm-eaten 
cane  chairs,  of  a  fufficient  heighth  to  pre- 
ferve  the  floor  from  being  foiled  by  any 
feet,  that  had  not  the  legs  of  a  Potzdam 
dragoon  ann^exed  to  them — a  pair  of  vir-v 

~  ,  .  ginals 
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ginals  at  the  upper  end,  over  which  hung^ 
a  broken  bafs-viol — a  large  oaken  dinmg 
table  under  his  own  pifture,  drawn  in  a 
full-bottomed  wig,  and  a  dreffed  fuit  of 
cloaths  embroidered,  with  a  gun  in  his 
hand,  and  a  fpaniel  by  his  fide^  his  daugh* 
ter's  over  the  chimney,  in  a  white  frock, 
with  a  coronet  upon  her  head,  and  placed 
in  an  attitude  for  dancing,  one  hand  being 
fixed  to  her  petticoat,  in  the  other  a  parrot 
perched,  a  large  piony  in  her  bofom^  and 
a  piece  of  water  at  her  feet. 

The  Tquire,  at  his  entrance,  faluted  Mi/s 
Moody,  then  gave  Tim  a  pufh  by  the 
flioulder,  and  bid  him  follow  his  example; 
upon  which,  having  wiped  his  mouth  with 
the  corner  of  his  handkerchief,  he  gave  her 
a  hearty  (mack.  The  juftice  welcomed 
them  with  great  formality  to  the  Sullens^ 
and  defired  them  to  feat  themfelves.. 

^  rt 
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It  was  a  confiderable  time  before  they 
could  adjufl;  the  ceremonials  of  their  fitua- 
tion;  at  laft,  all  were  placed  but  Tim,  who 
continued  walking  round  the  room,  and 
whiftling,  not  feeming  to  have  an3unchna- 
tion  to  fix,  till  his  father,  pointing  to  the 
iady,  gave  him  a  nod.  He  then  drew  a 
chair,  and  faid  to  her,  If  you  pleafe^ 
mifs,  I'll  keep  along-fide  of  you/'  At 
this^  the  old  gentlemen  tipped  the  wink 
upon  each  other.  He  had  not  fat  by  her 
many  minutes,  before  he  threw  his  arm 
round  her  waift,  in  a  very  familiar  manner, 
faying,  Mefs!  you  are  as  ftraight  as  a 
main-maft,  and  a  good  tight  little  frigate.'* 

She  feemed  greatly  confounded  at  this 
freedom,  and  endeavoured  to  difengagc 
herfelf  from  him,  which  the  Tquire  per* 
ceiving,  faid,  I  hope,  mifs,  you  a'nt  of- 
fended with  Tim;,  he  is  anhoneft  lad,  tho' 
ke  is  mine,  and  don't  mean  any  offence.'^ 
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No/'  added  the  tar,  I  mean  no 
harm,  as  father  fays,  I  hope  you  don't 
think  rd  offer  any  thing  unhandfome;  but 
mayhap,  yovihad  rather  I  ihould  heave  off.'^ 

She  making  no  reply  to  this  fpeech,  he 
rofe  from  his  chair,  and  again  traverfed  the 
room,  wl^.ilft  the  juilice  gave  his  daughter 
many  fignificant  frowns,  which  Mr.  Manly 
obferving,  endeavoured  to  turn  the  coa- 
verfadon,  by  putting  feveral  queflions  to 
the  failor,  concerning  navigation,  which 
amufed  them  till  dinner  was  ferved  up; 
during  which,  the  'fquire  gave  Mifs  Moody 
m.any  hints  that  ferv^ed  to  heighten  her  con- 
fufion^  (he  retired  to  another  room  asfoon 
as  fhe  was  able,  and  the  father  of  Mr.  Ti- 
mothy took  that  opportunity  to  beftow 
high  comm.endations  on  her  perfon  and 
temper,  earneftly  recommending  her  to  him 
for  a  w^ife ;  to  which  the  juftice  added,  If 
Mr.  Timothy  can  fancy  her,  Til  make  her 
portion  more  than  what  his  uncle  left  him.'* 

Whilft 
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Whilft  the  old  gentlemea  were  difcourf- 
mg  on  this  fubjed,  Tim  was  eniployed  ia 
filling  a  pipe,  and  whiftling  the  Rakes  of 
Marlow;  his  father,  fomewhat  difpleafed 
at  this  indifference,  rebuked  him  for  it, 
and  alked  what  he  had  to  fay  to  'Squire 
'Moody's  kind  offer  ? 

He  replied,  turning  to  the  juftice— 
Thank  ye,  friend,  for  the  offer  of  your 
money,  but  I  ha  no  need  on't  at  this  time; 
I  ha  nothing  to  fay  againft  the  young  gen* 
tlewoman  ;  but^,  as  I  told  father  laft  night, 
juft  afore  I  turned  in,  I  a'nt  mindedto  mar- 
ry, fo  what  fignifies  ftriving  againft  the 
ftream.  I  can  fpeak  to  her  as  well  as  another 
man;  but  if  fobe  flie  fliould  take  a  liking 
to  me,  file  may  break  her  heart,  for  I  am 
fully  fet  upon  another  voyage;  and  if  I 
ihould  court  her,  and  then  leave  her  adrift, 
mayhap  flie  may  grieve;  fo  I  think  it  more 
fitting  for  me  to  let  her  alone  at  prefent. 

May* 
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Mayhap,  when  I  come  home  again,  rt\y 
mind  may  veer  about.^' 

You  tarpawHn  whelp  faid  the 
Yquire,  have  I  been  at  all  this  trouble  to 
bring  about  a  match  for  you  with  a  voung 
gentlewoman,  that  deferves  the  beft  Tquire 
or  penfioner  in  the  land,  and  do  you  pre- 
tend to  gain-fay  it,  for  noTeafon  but  becaufe 
lamfet  on':?'' 

^*  Avaft,  avaft,  father!  you  take  fire  too 
foon;  I  am  my  own  man,  d'ye  fee,  I  don't 
need  to  come  to  you  for  gold  at  this  time; 
I  gave  you  no  bad  language ;  if  I  am  a 
whelp,  I  count  mother  told  you  I  was  your 
fon;  but  though  I  am  your  fon,  I  am  a 
free  failor,  and  not  your  galley -flave,  to  be 
chained  to  what  veflel  you  fee  fitting.  I 
a'nt  againft  fpeaking  to  the  gentlewoman 
in  a  civil  way;  but  I  would  not,  for  the 
fake  of  lucre,  fay  one  thing  and  mean 
quite  the  contrary i  therefore,  'tis  a  folly 

to 
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to  bring  me  toby  foul  means.  I  came  to 
fee  you  out  of  duty,  but  if  fo  be,  you  keep 
putting  in  your  oar  about  my  bufinefs,  I 
fhall  fet  fail  the  firft  fair  wind, 

Mr.  Manly,  perceiving  the  old  gentle- 
men were  both  choaked  with  paflion,  and 
fearing,  if  further  provoked,  they  might: 
vent  it  in  indecent  rage,  invited  Mr.  Ti- 
mothy to  take  a  turn  with  him  in  the  gar- 
den. 

With  all  my  heart,'*  returned  the 
tar,  who  attended  him  with  his  pipe  in  his 
mouth,  and  having  taken  two  or  three 
ftrides  in  the  grais  walk,  and  puffed  a  vol- 
ley of  fmoke  in  Mr.  Manly's  face,  faid  to 
him,  I  underftand,  fir,  you  are  a  ilranger 
in  thefe  parts ;  mayhap  you  come  in  chafe 
of  the  young  w^oman  here;  if  fo  be  that 
is  the  cafe,  don't  let  me  beyour  hindrance." 


Mr. 


10      The   stage  COACH. 


Mr.  Manly  fmiled  at  the  fuppofitlort, 
but  affured  him,  he  had  no  intentions  of 
that  fort;  then  afked  him,  why  he  was  fo 
averfefrom  his  father's  choice;  he  replied, 
^'  As  I  faid  afore,  I  have  nothing  to  fay 
againft  her;  but  I  never  could  abide  to  b» 
put  out  of 'my  owncourfe,  and  my  fathef 
(han't'  think  to  fleer  me;  flie  is  very  well 
for  fuch  as  can  like  her,  but  fhe  is  no  more 
to  compare  to  fome  gentlewomen  that*  I 
have  feen,  than  a  fifhing-fmack  to  the 
Eftcourt  Indiaman  ^  'Sfleih!  I  like  a  jolly 
young  woman;  and  I  fpeak  my  mind  to 
you,  becaufe  I  hope  you  won't  take  it 
amifs;  I  don't  care  to  fquabble  with  the 
old  man,  but  if  fo  be  he  thinks  to  towme 
after  all  his  fancies,  I  fliall  break  my  cable, 
let  him  take  it  as  he  will ;  I  hope  the  young 
woman  han't  fet  her  mind  upon  me,  for  I 
can't  be  her  man,  and  I  wifh  you  would 
tell  her  fo^  for  I  don't  care  to  hold  much 

dif- 
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difcourfe  with  her^  for  fear  Ihc  {hould 
Xhink  me  uncivil.'* 

Mr.  Manly  faid.  Tie  might  be  perfeftly 
cafyiiponthathcad^forjtohis  certain  knovr^  * 
ledge,  her  affections  were  already  befto\wd 
upon  a  very  deferving  man^  and  though 
(lie  fuffered  bis  vifit  purely  in  obedience 
to  Mr.  Moody's  injunAions,  it  was  put- 
ting a  great  confirairiC  upon  her  incline* 
tions. 

I  arn  glad  to  hear  fiiC  has  got  a  Cwcet* 
heart/'  returned  the  failor,  but  if  hef 
father  knew  fo  much,  d*ye  fee,  it  wa'nt 
fair  play  to  offer  her  to  mc;  mayhap,  I 
might  have  taken  a  liking  to  her,  and  fhc 
would  have  fheered  off  with  the  landfman, 
and  proved  filfe  hearted  to'en/* 

"  Mr.  Moody,"  replied  Mr.  Manly, 
was wellacquaintedwkhher  inclinations, 
but  has  her  lover  may  not  be  fo  much 
Vol.  II.  K  indebted 
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indebted  to  fortune  as  you  are,  endea* 
voured  to  turn  the  bent  of  them  towards 
you.  Yet  I  know  flie  will  think  herfelf 
under  the  higheft  obUgation,  if  you  will 
be  fo  generous  as  to  take  the  blame  up- 
on yourfelf,  fince  a  refufalfrom  her,  will 
only  exafperate  her  father  againft  her/* 

Aye/*  cried  the  tar,  with  all  my 
heart;  I  don't  value  his  anger  a  rope's 
end.  rU  tell  him  'tis  a  folly  to  ftrivc 
againft  wind  and  tide;  and  let'en  know 
I  would  not  have  her  if  fhe  was  as 
rich  laden  as  an  Acapulco  fhip,  and  if 
I  loved  her  as  well  as  I  do  the  mermaids. 
I'll  go  to  him^,  and  tell'en  fo  to  rights, 
for  'tis  a  folly  to  keep  the  young  woman 
between  hawk  and  buzzard." 

Mr.  Manly  finding  him  fo  determined, 
advifed  him  to  decline  the  affair  in  as 
foftand  gentle  a  manner  as  poffible,  fince 
it  was  evident,  the  juftice  made  him  a 

ereat 
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great  compliment  in  his  offer,  and  would 
be  amazed  at  his  rejeding  it.  He  then 
alked  him>  when  he  propofed  to  take 
another  voyage. 

He  replied,  May-hap  in  the  Ipring^ 
may -hap  not  till  fpring  twelve-month,  for 
I  havebufinefs  to  do  in  London  concern- 
ing the  monies  and  lands  as  uncle  left  me. 
Upon  this,  Mr.  Manly  gave  him  an  invi- 
tation to  dine  at  his  houfe  in  town,  when 
his  affairs  called  him  there;  he  thanked 
him,  and  replied,  May-hap  I  mav  fee 
you,  for  Imuftgo  your  way  to  give 
few  fliells  that  I  brought  for  a?  young 
gentlewoman  from  her  brother^  as  lives 
at  Fort  St.  George." 

On  their  return  into  the  parlour,  they 
found  the  old  gentlemen  faft  afleep  in 
two  elbow  chairs;    however^  the  noife 
.of  their  entrance  awakened  them,  and 
K  2  '  thej 
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thcv  reiumed  the  marriage  topic,  when 
Tim  refolutely  refufed  to  comply  with 
their propofition;  and,  after  thanking  the 
jufiice  for  his  civility,  faid,  I  would 
■fcifh  you  to  find  her  out  a  mate  more 
fitting  for  her;  for  thof  I  can't  deny  but 
that  ihe  is  a  handfome  young  woman, 
fhe  don't  fait  my  fancy/' 

The  fquire,  finding  it  in  vain  to  pre- 
tend any  authority  over  his  inclinations, 
"was  obliged  to  refign  all  pretenfions  to 
an  alliance  with  Mr.  Moody;  and  aft-er 
making  feveral  aukward  apologies  for 
his  fon's  ill  manners,  he  departed,  leav- 
ing the  jufiice  exceflively  mortified  at  the 
ill  fuccefs  ofhis  negociation. 

As  foon  as  they  were  out  of  hearing,  he' 
gave  vent  to  his  paffion,  and  beftowed 
the  epithets  of  rogue,  rafcal,and  fool,  ver 
liberally  on  Tim.  Mr.  Manly  endeavour 

ed 
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cd  to  footh  him,  by  reprefenting  the  111 
eonfequences  which  might  have  attended 
his  daughter's  union  witli  a  man,  who  was 
incapable  of  difeerning  her  merit,  or  of 
making  her  a  fuitabie  companion,  and 
concluded,  with  congratulating  him  oa 
ker  efcape* 

The  old  gentleman  replied,  What 
you  fay,  is  right  enough,  he  an't  good 
enough  for  her,  an  obftinate  headftrong 
puppy !  all  that  difturbs  me,  is,  that  I 
(hould  be  fuch  a  fool,  as  to  condefcend 
to  feek  to  fuch  an  out-  of-the-way  whelp  f 
and  here  I  li^ve  given  you  the  trouble  to 
come  after  him.'* 

Mr.  Manly  anfwered  he  was  far 
from  thinking  it  any,  and  ftiould  be  glad 
to  do  him,  or  Mifs  Moody,  any  fervice;, 
adding,  if  you  would  permit  me  to  recom- 
mend an  hulband  to  her,  I  will  endea- 
iwur  to  finda  gentleman  of  an  unexcep- 
K  3^    .  tiouable 
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uonable  charafter^  and  one  who  fhall  pay 
the  fame  deference  to  you  as  to  his  natu- 
ral parents/* 

Aye/'' fir,  returned  thejuftice,  "  that 
M'ould  be  a  bleffed  thing  indeed !  if  fo 
be,  you  could  find  fuch  a  black  fwan, 
that  isj,  and  provided  he  fiiould  be  worth 
ajiy  thing,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  get  rid 
of  her,  fori  am  tired  with  watching  her 
ways,  and  I  have  never  joyed  myfelf  at 
the  club,  or  green,  fince  I  knew  of  the 
pothecary,  for  fear,  when  I  was  out  of 
the  way,  he  fhould  find  fome  contrivance 
to  get  at  her;  they  talk  of  an  ad  of  parlia- 
ment againft  ^Dr^'i^^/;^?  marriages,  I  wifh 
you  could  contrive  to  make  fuch  a  one, 
for  'tis  a  fad  torment  to  be  plagued  with 
daughters  running  away  hare-um  fcare- 
um  with  fellows.   But  for  fear  you  fliould 
not  be  able  to  bring  about  fuch  an  aft,  I 
vvifli  Rofe  was  fafe  married,  and  out  of 
harms-way;  yet,^  (he  is  fo  pervcrfe,  fhe'il 

'  i  never 
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never  be  perfuaded  to  take  a  man  I  (hall 
like." 

I  am  in  hopes  fhe  will,"  replied 
Manly,  bring  her  up  to  town,  and 
rU  introduce  a  gentleman  to  your  ac- 
quaintance whom  I  have  in  my  eye.'* 

Since  you  fay  fo  much/'  faid  the 
juftice,  111  go  to  fifter  Severn's  in^thc 
fpring,  and  I'll  carry  the  girl  with  me, 
and  then,  if  you  will  be  fo  kind  as  to 
come  to  fee  me,  you  may  find  a  way  to 
bring  he  you  think  on  to  Hampftead, 
and  may-hap  we  may  make  a  bargain/' 

After  fome  further  ccnverfation  on  this 
and  other  fubjeds,  Mr.  Manly  told  Mr. 
Moody,  he  propofed  being  in  town  tlie 
next  day;  the  juftice  ufed  many  intreaties 
to  induce  him  to  lengthen  his  vifit;  but 
he  aflurino;  him  there  was  an  abfolute 
neceffityfor  his  return,  the  old  gentle- 
man had  no  more  to  fay.  ^ 

K  4  AU 
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All  this  time^  Mifs  Moody  remained 
in  a  flate  of  fufpenfe,  with  regard  xo 
Tim's  determination,  but  upon  her  fe- 
ther's  leaving  the  room  after  fupper, 
Mr.  Manly  acquainted  her  with  all  that 
had  paffed,  and  received  her  thanks  for 
the  pains  he  had  taken  to  mitigate  lu^  r€- 
fentment. 

After  reminding  Ker  of  her  promife, 
not  to  engage  herfelf  in  marriage  withoiit 
the  landlion  of  her  father,  he  told  her  he 
had  a  diftant  profpeft  of  giving  him  a 
more  favourable  idea  of  Mr.  Lee;  how- 
ever, it  was  better  for  her  not  to  indulge 
too  fanguine  expectations  of  that  evenr^, 
but  to  appear  as  eafy  as  poflible^  whilft 
the  old  gentleman  did  not  pretend  to  in- 
fift  upon  a  change  in  her  fituation,  which 
he  was  certain  he  v/ould  not  at  prefent 
attempt.  She  feemed  very  much  de- 
je<£ted,  when  he  informed  her  of  his  in- 
tention to  leave  the  SuUens,  and  faid,  fhe 
^  '  dreaded 
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dreaded  his  removal,  left  her  father 
jQiould  reproach  her  with  Mr.  Hardy^s 
^  behaviour ;  he  allured  her,  flie  had  no 
reafon  to  indulge  fuch  fears,  for  he  had 
given  him  his  word  never  to  mention  the 
affair  more.  With  this  agreeable  intel- 
ligence fhe  retired,  and  paffed  a  more 
tranquil  night  than  (he  had  known  for 
many  months. 

Next  morning,  Mr.  Manly  bad  adieti- 
to  the  Sullens,  after  giving  the  juftice 
and  hisdaugliter  a  preffing  invitation  Id 
pafs  feme  time  with  him  ia  town. 


CHAP, 
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A  Jhort  Hijloryi 

MR  Manly  was  met  on  his  return, 
upon  Epping-Foreft  by  one  of 
his  fervants,  who  told  him  he  was  going 
to  Mr.  Moody's  to  inform  him  of  the 
death  of  his  old  houfe-keeper.  This  news 
affedted  him  extremely^,  and  tlie  more,  as 
he  feared  fome  negleft  occaiioned  .by 
hisabfence  might  have  haftened  her  end; 
but  upon  a  flrift  exammation  he  was  con- 
vinced^ at  the  firit  appearance  of  danger 
the  moft  fpeedy  and  judicious  affiftance 
was  employed  for  her  recovery,  and  that 
jio  human  means  were  wanting  to  prolong 
her  life.  He  paid  all  poffible  refped  to 
her  memory,  and  ordered  her  the  fame 
folemnity  of  funeral  pomp,  which  he 
had  beftowed  upon  his  own  mother,  and 
as  fhe  had  but  a  triflin^g  fum  to  bequeath 

to 
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to  a  nephew  and  niece,  who  were  in  dif- 
trefs^  he  generoafly  made  them  a  prefent 
vof  five*  hundred  pounds.  And  never 
quitted  his  houfe^  or  faw  company^  till 
he  had  attended  her  remains^  and  depofi- 
ted  them  by  thofe  of  her  anceftors. 

When  he  had  performed  the  laff:  offices 
to  this  good  v/oman,  he  fent  to  invite 
Mr.  Lee  to  fpend  a  day  with  him,  and 
gave  a  circumftantial  account  of  the  tranf- 
actions  at  the  Sullens.  The  lover  having 
poured  forth  his  acknowledgements  for 
this  inftance  of  his  friendfhip,  fpoke  the 
fentiments  of  his  heart  without  referve^ 
and  renewed  his  proreftations  of  a  fmcere 
and.difinterefted  affedion  forMifs^Moody. 

Upon  which,  Mr.  Manly  faid,  if  he 
would  engage  to  treat  the  jufticc  with  the 
refpect  due  to  her  father,  and  overlook 
his  foibles,  with  all  the  obftinate  oppofiti- 
on  he  had  met  with,  and  leave  the  dif- 
K  6  pofition 


\ 


S04      The    stage  COACH. 

pofition  of  the  lady's  fortune  entirely  to 
his  option,  he  .^would  do  his  utmoft  ta 
promote  an  amicable  alliance  betweea 
them,  You  muft  confider,  lir/'  ad- 
ded  Manly,  Mr.  Moody  is  an  entire 
llranger  to  you,  and  perhaps  too  much 
biafled,  by  die  notion  of  the  extenfivc 
authority  of  a  parent;  yet  his  rigour  muft 
upon  refleftion,  be  imputed  to  a  good 
caufe,  though  the  effect  is  harfh :  a  careful 
Iregard  for  the  future  welfare,  and  provi- 
fion  of  a  very  deferving  and  only  child,  I 
am  perfuaded,  is  the  motive  that  has  prin- 
cipally influenced  his  aftions  againft  yo% 
rather  than  perfonal  pique/* 

Sir/*  replied  the  apothecary,  1 
Ihould  be  very  undeferving  the  particular 
<lleem  that  valuable  young  lady  honours 
ine  with,  if  I  was  not  ready  to  pay  aproper 
deference  to  a  perfon,  fo  near  and  dear 
to  her ;  I  am  not  only  willing  to  follow 
your  kind  advice,  but  if  I  Ihould  ever  be 

fo 
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fa  happy,  as  to  obtain  the  dear  objeft  o£ 
my  wifhes,  I  Ihould  defire  Mr.  Moody 
to  fettle  every  (hilling  he  thinks  proper 
to  beftow  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  put  it 
entirely  in  her  power,  and  would  make 
ittheftudy  of  my  life  to  oblige  him/* 
Mr.  Manly,  quite  fatisfied  with  thefe  af- 
furances,  determined  to  introduce  him 
to  the  juilice,  and  to  plead  for  him,  when: 
he  had  an  opportunity. 

Mr.  Lee's  practice  being  very  confider-- 
able,  he  could  not  find  leifure  for  a  lon- 
ger ftay  with  his  friend,  at  that  time,  but 
took  his  leave.  And  Mr  Manly  proceed- 
ed to  CoL  JelTon's,  where  he  found  Mifs- 
Murrells  fixt  much  to  her  farisfaftion ;  her 
lady  treated  her  in  fo  humane  and  genteel 
a  manner,  that  fhe  told  him,  provided 
file  could  be  fo  happy  as  to  continue  in- 
that  family, .  llie  fliould  never  indulge  a 
wiOi  tdenter  into  an  higher  fphere.  Mrs^ 
Jefibn  profefled  an  equal  regard  for  her, 

and 
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and  fpoke  of  her  in  terms  of  the  fincereft 
afFedion. 

Highly  pleafed  with  having  procured 
fo  agreeable  a  fituation  for  her,  be  re- 
paired to  Mrs.  Hill's,  who  informed  him 
that  MifsMurrells  had  rejected  a  very 
advantageous  offer  of  marriage,  from  a 
wealthy  linen  draper,  that  had  feen  her, 
when  fhe  refided  with  her;  flie  faid,  as 
he  was  a  man  of  charader,  good  fenfe,, 
and  not  difagreeable  inperfbn,  fhe  was  a. 
good  deal  concerned  at  her  refufmg  his 
addrefles,  and  wifhed  Mr..  Manly  would 
mention  the  affair  to  her.  To  which,  he 
replied,  From  your  reprefentation  of 
the  propofer,  I  ftiould  be  inclined  to  willi 
fucha  match  could  be  effeded.  And  if 
you  will  favour  me  with  a  recital  of  his  * 
condition  and  circumftances,  I  fhould  be 
better  enabled  to  enforce  his  fuit/' 


Ills 
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His  name/'  anfwered  flie^  is  EUer, 
—he  is  about  five  and  thirty ;  and  has 
been  in  trade  for  himfelf  thefe  ten  years. 
—He  is  the  fon  of  a  worthy  divine,  who 
though  he  had  a  plentiful  income,  and 
was  an  excellent  oeconomift,  had  fo  nu- 
merous a  family,  that  the  dividend  each 
child  received  from  him  was  fhort  of  a 
thoufand  pounds:  Mr.  Ellet'was  the 
yovingefl  fon,  and  juft  bound  appren- 
tice to  an  eminent  Linnen-Draper,  when 
his  father  died.  His  mailer  was  an  old 
bachelor,  who  had  not  a  near  relation  in 
the  world;  a  man  of  fhrid:  probity  and 
judgment  in  his  dealings;  finding  young 
Ellet  very  diligent,  faithful,  and  pru- 
dent, at  the  expiration  of  his  fervimde, 
he  took  him  in  partner  in  the  trade;  and 
he  continuing  to  behave  with  the  utmofl 
fobriety  and  gratitude,  his  benefactor, 
in  a  few  years,  refigned  up  his  whole 
bufinefs  to  him,  furnilhing  him  with  mo- 
ney 
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ney  and  credit  to  purfue  ic  to  the  great- 
tit  advantage. 

The  old  man  perceived^  with  in^ 
finite  fatisfadion,  he  had  not  beftowed 
his  benefliftrion  on  a  barren;!  foil,  and  after 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  it,  which  was  re« 
turned  to  him  an  hundred  fold,  in  the 
grateful  retributions  and  filial  refped  paid 
him  by  Mr.  Ellet,  he  died  three  years 
fince,  leaving  his  whole  fubftance  to 
this  worthy  mail;  a  fortune  fufiicient  to 
cndtle  him  to  an  alliance  with  a  woman 
©f  a  much  high^ir  rank.  All  this  I  ac- 
quainted Mifs  Murrells  with,  but  coulcf 
not  prevail  with  her  to  per;nit  his  ad- 
drelTes,  which  makes  meapprehenfive,  (he 
may  have  engaged  her  alfeftions,  where 
there  is  not  fo  fortunate  a  profpe<5t.'' 

At  Mr.  Manly's  return  home,  he  wrote: 
to  Mrs.  Jeflbn,  and  begged  her  to  permit 
J^l^s  Murrells  to  meet  him  at  Mrs.  Hill's 

on 
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on  the  monday^  having  an  affair  of  fome 
moment  to  impart  to  her,  in  which  Mrs. 
Hill  was  concerned;  at  the  fame  time  he 
defired  her  to  acquaint  Mifs  Murrelk 
with  his  requeft. 

According  to  this  appointment  fie  went 
on  the  monday  to  the  milliners,  where  he 
Jield  a  long  and  ferious  conference  with 
IMifs  Murrells  on  thefubjeft  that  occa- 
iioned  their  interview,  the  refuk  of  which 
was,  a  determination  on  her  fide  to  re- 
main in  the  ftate  llie  was  in.  She  ac- 
knowledged herfelf  greatly  obliged  for  the 
kindwilhesof  her  friend;  and  faid,  (he 
Was  no  lefs  indebted  to  Mr.  Ellet, 
for  his  good  opinion,  and  the  honour  he 
intended  her,  but  (he  had  no  inclination 
to  change  her  condition;  and  dehred 
nothing  more,  than  to  pafs  through  life 
in  the  obfcurity  and  eafe  Ihe  enjoyed 
from  the  indulgent  friendfliip  of  her  kind 
mifirefs  i  andllie  thought  it  more  eligi* 

ble 
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biy  to  retain  a  certain  good,  than  to  run 
the  hazard  of  parting  from  it,  for  the 
fpecious  appearance  of  what,  if  obtained^ 
might  not  in  reality  prove  fo. 

Her  friends  finding  her  fo  refolved, 
ceafed  to  importune  her  to  accept  Mr. 
Ellet,  and  the  difcourfe  turned  upon  the 
family  in  which  Ihe  r^fided.  Mrs.  Hill, 
who  was  quite  unacquainted  with  the  Col. 
and  his  lady,  otherwife  than  by  report, 
faid,  fhe  had  heard  great  charaders  of 
them  both  and  fliould  be  glad  to  be 
l)etter  known  to  them. 

They  are/'  anfwered  Mr.  Manly, 
as  worthy  a  couple,  as  I  know,  and 
I  believe,  has  happy  as  any  in  the 
kingdom;  from  the  long  intimacy  which 
has  fubfifted  between  the  Colonel  and 
myfelf,  I  am  acquainted  with  fome 
anecdotes  relating  to  them,  which  1 
think  will  prove  that  the  common  aflerti- 

on. 
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on  of  the  heart's  being  fufceptibie  of  a 
fincere  paflion^  but  for  one  objeft, 
erroneous/* 

This  fpeech  induced  Mrs.  Hill  and 
Mifs  Murrells  to  requeft  he  would  favour 
them  with  their  hiftory,  which  he  readily 
related  as  will  be  found  in  the  following 
ehaptir. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXI. 

Coknd  Jeffon's  Uijlory^ 

rp  H  E  Colonel/*  faJd  Mv.  Manly^ 
JL  was  the  fecond  fon  of  a  worthy 
and  weakhy  baronet,  and  defigned  for  the 
law,  for  which  purpofe,  after  receiving 
an  academical  education,  he  profecuted 
his  ftiidicsat  the  temple,  and  was  quali- 
fied to  make  a  confiderable  figure  at  the 
bar,  when  his  father.  Sir  Francis  died^ 
who  left  him  an  eftate  fufficient  to  quai- 
lify  him  for  a  feat  in  parliament. 

Going  into  the  country  to  take 
poffeffion  of  it,  his  chaife  broke  down, 
near  a  e;entleman's  feat  in  the  villag;e  he 
was  pafling  through,  the  owner  of  which 
being  informed  by  his  fervants  of  the  ac-« 
cident,  came  out  upon  crutches,  and 
finding  by  the  bruifes  Mr.  Jeflan  had 

received 
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Tecelved  in  the  fall,  he  was  not  in  a 
condition  to  profecute  his  journey,  with 
great  civility  invited  him  to  what  accom** 
modation  hishoufe  afforded. 

The  young  gentleman,  with  fuitable 
;acknowledgements,  accepted  this  hofpi* 
table  offer,  and  was  conveyed  into  an 
apartment,  where  a  furgeon  attended, 
who  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  it  was 
not  fafe  for  him  to  remove  fome  time> 
being  apprehenfive  of  an  internal  hurt, 
which  could  not  be  repaired  but  by  reft. 
This  account  was  not  fafficient  to  deter 
his  patient  from  defiringa  litter  might  be 
procured,  and  that  he  might  be  convey- 
ed to  his  own  family;  faying,  he  did  not 
chufe  to  be  troublefome  in  one  where 
he  was  a  ftranger.' 

The  gentleman  of  the  houfe,  no 
fooner  was  informed  of  this,  than  having 
made  enquiry  concerning  his  gueft,  of 

his 
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his  fervants,  he  protefted  he  Ihould  not- 
nin  fuch  a  riique^  telling  hhii,  he  was- 
extremely  glad  of  an  opportunity  of  pay- 
ing his  refpects  to  a  fon  of  the  worthy 
Sir  Francis  Jeflbn.  In  fliorr,  the  old 
gentleman  was  fo  prefllng,  that  the  young 
one  could  not  in  good  manners  refill  his 
obliging  importunities,  and  confented  to 
flay,  till  he  was  in  a  better  condition  t« 
travel. 

Upon  the  good  gentleman's  quitting 
the  room,  Mr.  Jelfon  demanded  of  the  fur- 
geonhisnameand  quality?  andwasinform- 
edhisnamewas  Towring,  that  hewasama- 
jor,  and  had  been  in  the  army  from  his  fix- 
teenth  year,  but  hadreligned  his  commifE- 
on  to  his  fon  fome  years,  andrefided  wholly 
upon  his  efiate  in  the  country;  that  he 
was  near  ninety,  and  had  an  only  daugh- 
ter, who  being  born  in  his  old  age,  he 
was  paffionately  fond  of,  and  talked  of 
giving  her  an  handfome  fortune,  though 
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as  his  eftate  was  intailed  upon  his  ion 
and  he  lived  up  to  the  full  extent  of  his 
income,  no  body  imagined  it  would 
be  in  his  power.  This  lady,  the  furgeoa 
faid,  wasatprefent  gone  to  vifit  a  friend' 
fome  miles  diilant,  but  expected  home 
every  day. 

Our  traveller  was  necefli rated  to 
keep  his  bed  near  a  week,  and  his  cham- 
ber much  longer,  in  which  time  he  expe- 
rienced the  utmoft  complaifance  from  the 
major,  and  his  fervants,  who  were  all 
very  affiduou s  in  their  attendance,  when 
he  was  able  to  fit  up,  the  major  was  al- 
mOil  continually  in  his  room,  entertain- 
ing him  with  long  and  circumftantial  de- 
tails of  the  actions  he  had  engaged  in, 
and  by  his  own  account,  there  never 
was  one  of  any  confequence,  from  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne  to  thofe  of  Blenheim 
and  Hochftedt,  in  which  he  had  not  per- 
formed wonderful  atchievements, ' 

'  '  To 
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To  thefe  recitals^  his  gueft  gave 
more  attention,  than  credit;  and  find- 
ins;  it  in  vain  to  fhtit  his  ears'ag-ainft 
ihe  thundering  reports  of  warlike  expedi* 
tions,  with  which  they  were  hourly  af- 
failed^  he  often  clofed  his  eyes,  and  by 
counterfeiting  fleep,  fometimes  efcaped 
*  a  fkirmiih  orfeige.  This  fort  of  conver- 
fation  grew  atlaft  fo  tedious^  that  here- 
folved  as  foon  as  it  was  poflible  to  remove 
from  it,  and  before  he  had  obtained  the 
furgeon's  permiffion,  he  made  an  excur- 
fion  from  the  chamber,  where  he  had 
been  confined,  to  the  parlour. 

But  this  ftep  was  attended  with  an 
unhappy  ccnfequence,  for  the  fight  and 
converfation  of  Mifs  Towring,  who  re- 
turned that  day,  banifhed  all  thoughts 
of  a  removal  at  prefent,  and  infpired  him 
with  different  fentiments.  She  was,  as 
I  have  heard  him  affirm,  the  mo  ft:  charm 
ing  objed  he  had  ever  beheld^  and,  in 

the 
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the  time  he  ftaid  to  perfeft  his  recovery, 
entirely  captivated  his  heart*    He  foon 
informed  her  of  the  conqucft  flie  had 
made,  and  earneftly  folicited  her  hand  in 
marriage.    The  lady,  after  a  few  deni- 
als made  for  form  fake,  acknowledged 
fhe  had  nothing  to  objeft  againft  him, 
but  his  profeflion ;  declaring  if  he  had 
been  of  the  military  order,  fhc  fhould 
prefer  him  to  any   gentleman  who  had 
ever  pretended  to  her.  She  fo  frequently 
harped  upon  this  theme,  that  he  determine 
ed,   in  order  to    render  himfelf  more 
agreeable  to  her,  to  quit  the  ftudy  of 
the  law,   for  that  of  arms,  and  when 
he  left  the  major's  purchafed  a  commiflion 
with  this  in  his  pocket,  he  returned  to 
her,  ftie  received  this  proof  .of  his  affec- 
tion, with  much  feemingfatisfaclion,  and 
gracioufly  condefcended  to  promife  him 
her  hand,  as  foon  as  he  had  the  command 
of  a  troop,   or  company,  but  objected 
to  marrying  a  fubaltern  officer. 
Vol.  If.  JL          "  Infpired 
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Infpired  witli  the  thoughts  of  obtain- 
ing her  favour,  he  was  indefatigable  in 
iludying  and  performing  the  duties  of 
his  new  employment,  fhe  approving  him 
more  and  more  in  that  capacity,  he  grew 
fond  of  it,  and  by  earneft  application,  ac- 
quired a  petfeft  knowledge  in  the  theory 
of  war.  At  the  expiration  of  two  years, 
when  he  commenced  captain,  he  became 
very  importunate  with  her,  to  make  him 
happy  i  her  father  readily  confented,  hay- 
ing  told  him,  that  he  could  not  part  with 
a  fortune  during  his  hfe,  but  at  his  de- 
ceafe  he  would  leave  all  his  perfonal 
eftate'to  her ;  \\4iich  the  capiain  well  knew 
amounted  to  little  more  than  his  furniture; 
however,  he  was  foin  love  with  the  lady, 
and  had  received  fuch  endearing  afTuran- 
ces  of  a  reciprocal  regard  from  her,  that 
he  made  not  the  leaft  ohje£lion  to  the 
llenderndfs  of  her  fortune,  but  offered  her 
as  large  a  jointure  as  his  eftate  would  af- 
ford. 
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ford,  reqiiinng  nothing  in  return  but  her 
heart  and  hand. 

Whihltheneceffary  articles  were  draw- 
inZn  he  was  fummoned  to  attend 
corps  into  Flanders^  and  Mifs  Tovvring 
infifted  on  deferring  their  marriage  til! 
his  return;  in  vain  did  he  ufc  the  moll 
pathetic  intreaties  to  induce  her  to  per- 
mit the  performance  of  the  ceremony 
before  he  embarked ;  all  he  could  obtain 
from  her,  was  afolemnvow  of  conftan- 
cy,  with  a  promife  to  become  his  wifc 
at  the  end  of  the  campaign.  They  parted 
with  mutual  regret,  and  for  the  firft  few 
months,  flie  favoured  him  with  letters  by 
every  mail,  containing  aflurances  of  fide- 
lity, and  ardent  whhes  for  his  fafety ; 
thefe  proved  a  healing  cordial  to  him,  iu 
the  dangers  which  his  duty  and  native 
magnanimity  forced  him  into ;  he  behav- 
ed with  great  intrepidity  at  the  battle  of 
Dettingen^  and  came  off  honoured  with 
fears  andapplaufe. 

Li  On 
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On  the  army's  retiring  into  wintei' 
quarters,  he  obtained  leave  to  make  an 
e^LCurfjon  into  England,  where  he  arriv- 
ed v/ith  all  poffible  expedition;  a^ad fraught 
with  -the  pleafing  hope'of  an  endearing  re- 
ception from  the  fair  one^  in  compliance 
with  whofe  defrre,  he  had  expofed  him- 
felf  to  the  dangers  attending  his  profcffion, 
he  "flew  to  her  father's  houfe,  without  giv- 
ing her  any  pre\'ious  intelligence  of  his 
intentions.  He  rode  poft,  and  never  ftopt 
but  to  change  his  horfes,  from  the  hour 
Jie  landed,  till  he  reached  the  major's 
leat;  where  inftead  of  meeting  with  the 
welcome  his  fond  heart  expeded,  he  was 
told  by  afervant,  v/ho  never  alked  him  to 
alight,  that  his  mafter  was  not  at  home, 
being  gone  a  long  journey  to  attend  his 
daughter  to  her  hufband's  houfe.  This 
news  put  him  into  a  perfect  delirium;  he 
aficed  the  fellow  twenty  guellions  in  a 
breath,  raved  at  the  maj'jr,  and  afted 
like  a  man  bereaved  of  his  fenfes. 

"  Whilft 
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Whilft  he  was  exclaiming  in  this 
manner,  the  furgeon,  who  had  attended 
him,  when  he  met  with  the  accident 
that  introduced  him  to  this  family,  rode 
up  to  the  gate,  and  finding  the  conditioa 
his  mind  was  in,  (the  caufe  of  which' he 
gueffed)  begged  he  would  fufFer  him  to 
wait  upon  him^  to  the  next  village,  and  he 
would  anfw^er  all  his  interrogatories.  The 
appearance  and  fpeecli  of  this  perfoa 
brought  him  a  little  to-  himfelf,  and  he 
was  prevailed  upon  to  go  with  him  to  an 
inn  two  miles  diftance,  never  opening  his 
lips  all  the  way.  Upon  his  difmounting^ 
thefurgeon,  perceiving  him  change  coun- 
tenance, thought  proper  to  bleed  him> 
whilft  he  made  no  refiftance,  but  feemed 
to  be  in  a  ftate  of  infenfiblity,  w^hich  - 
alarming  his  companion,  he  caufed  him 
to  be  conveyed  into  a  bed,  and  fat  up 
with  him  all  night,  part  of  which  he 
llept,  and  in  the  morning  appeared  more 
calm  andcompofed,  wheahe  apologized 

3  to 
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to  the  furgeon  for  the  trouble  he  had  oe- 
cauoned  and  returned  him  thanks  for  his 
care. 

He  then  reminded  hun  of  the  pro- 
mi  fe  he  had  made^  to  oblige  him  with 
iorae  information  concerning  the  affair 
ihat  caufed  his  diforder.  Upon  which 
ihe  furgeon  faid,  "  He  was  not  ignorant 
of  the  nature  of  the  engagement  between 
him  and  Mlfs  Towringj  adding,  you 
have  at  this  time,  fir,  given  me  a  convin- 
cing proof  of  the  ftrength  of  your  paflion 
for  that  ungrateful  lady;  andfuch  a  one, 
as  a  foul  immerfed  in  folly  and  vanity 
like  hefs,  never  could  deferve.  I  am 
very  fenfible  this  difappointment  touches 
3^ou  nearly,  but  think  her  infidelity  and 
ingratitude  muft  afford  refleftions  of  fuch 
a  nature,  as  will,  in  time,  induce  you 
to  acknowledge  you  had  a  fortunate 
efcape/*  To  this  the  captain  replied, 
he  was  obliged  to  him,  for  endeavour- 
ing 
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ing  to  leflen  his  uneafinefs,  but  he  was 
impatient  to  learn  the  occafion  of  her 
revolt, 

Meer  avariceand  ambition,"  anfwer* 
edthe  furgeon/'  ^'  You  muft  know,  fir, 
continued  he,  about  a  month  ago,  Sir 
Peter  Baggold,  an  old  debauched  baro- 
net, who  has  an  immenfe  eflate,  hav  • 
ing  buried  a  fine  young  lady,  who  had 
been  his  wife  but  four  years,  and  by 
jvhom  he  had  no  heir,  came  to  vifit  the 
major,  and  before  he  had  been  with  him 
two  days  made  love  to  Mifs  Towring. 
His  eftate  and  title  pleaded  fo  ftrongly 
-  in  his  favour  that  he  obtained  her  con« 
fcnt,  and  in  lefs  than  a  week,  fhe  com- " 
menced  Lady  Baggold,  and  fet  out  im- 
mediately with  him  for  his  feat.  I  am 
credibly  informed,  the  old  major  re- 
mained neuter  in  the  affair,  and  never 
attempted  to  biafs  her  inchnations  on  ei' 
thcrfide;  and  her  brother  being  abroad 
L  4  cannot 
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cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  influenced 
her>  fince  he  muft  be  flill  a  ftranger  ta 
her  proceedings ;  fo  that  this  ad^by  which 
(he  has  rendered  herfeif  unworthy  of 
your  efteem,  and  drawn  upon  hef  tli^ 
cenfure  of  the  honourabk  part  of  man- 
kind, appears  to  have  been  entirely  her 
own  free  choice, 

*^  The  captain  having  obtained  this 
information,  difmifled  the  furgeon  with 
many  thanks,  and  an  handfome  gratuity 
for  his  trouble,  and  returned  with 'fpeed 
to  Flanders,  where  he  hoped  in  the 
clamour  of  war,  to  lofe  that  which  the 
in?;ratitude  of  his  miflrefs  had  caufed  in 
his  breaft.  He  fignalized  himfelf  by  a 
remarkable  bravery  in  every  adion,  whilft 
there,  and  on  his  return  home,  wai 
fent  into  the  north  againft  the  rebels, 
where  he  was  fo  defperately  wounded^ 
that  his  life  was  for  fome  time  defpaired 
of.    A  gentleman  of  foxtuoe  and  hu- 

manityv 
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mani^y,  ho  refided  in  thofe  parts, 
received  him^  into  'his  houfe^  and  afford'* 
cd  him  all  the  affiftance  in  his  power: 
by  the  fkill  of  the  furgeon,  and  his 
care,  he  once  more  regained  the  blefs- 
ing  of  health,  and  joined  his  regiment, 
which  had  orders  to  remain  in  the  north,, 
after  the  rebels  were  defeated. 

Mrs.  Hillj  being  called  away,  by  tlie 
wife  of  a  button  maker,  who  had  enter- 
ed the  (hop,  and  was  giving  herfelf  airs 
of  importance,  refufmg  to  be  ferved 
by  the  young  woman,  one  of  which  fli^ 
had  fent,  to  bid  her  miftrefs  come  and 
wait  uppn  her  herfelf,  if  the  woman  was 
not  above  her  bufinefs^ 

We  muft  therefore  with  Mr.  Manly^ 
put  a  flop  to  this  narrration,  till  tji^at 
fine  lady  permitted  Mrs.  Hill  return* 

L  5  CHAR 
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C  H  A  P.  XXIL 
jlccount  of  the  Colonel' s  Lady^ 

UPON  Mrs.  Hill's  return,  Mr.  Man- 
ly purfued  his  recital.  Colonel 
Jeflbn,"  eontinued  he  during  his  ftay 
in  the  north,  made  frequent  vifits  to  the 
gentleman^  from  whom  he  had  met  with 
fuch  friendly  treatment  in  his  illnefs, 
and  often  found  there,  a  lady,  whofe  good 
fenfe,  and  amiable  behaviour,  feemed  to- 
pronounce  her  qualified  to  make  an  agree- 
able companion  and  lincere  friend;  every 
time  he  had  an  opportunity  of  converf- 
ing  with  her,  increafed  his  efteem  for 
her,  and  gave  rife  to  a  paffion,  which  he 
had  long  been  a  ftranger  to,  and  which, 
fiom  the  infidelity  of  Mifs  Towring,  he 
"was  unwilling  to  indulge,  left  he  fhould 
expofe  himfelf  to  the  like  treatment. 
However,  he  faw  fo  much  to  admire,  that 

he 


The   stage   COACH.  227 

he  could  not  refift  the  inclination  he  had 
to  enquire  more  particularly  after  her,  of 
his  friend,  who,  one  day,  in  repfy  ta 
his  queftions,  gave  him  her  hiftory,  which 
as  near  as  I  can  remember,  from  the  colo- 
nel's relation  of  it,  was,  as  I  fhall  give 
it,  in  the  gendeman's  own  words. 

She  v/as  born  and  educated  in  Lon- 
don, where  her  father,  being  an  Italian 
merchant  in  great  repute,  refided;  and 
having  only  two  daughters,  it  was  fup- 
pofed  would  give  them  large  fortunes. 
The  foH  of  a  wealthy  citizen  fei^ed  aa 
apprenticefhip  to  him,  and  made  bis  ad-- 
drefles  to  her  from  her  childhood,  with 
the  mutual  approbation  of  their  parents, 
who  incouraged  the  reciprocal  afFeftion 
they  with  pleafure  faw  fubfifted  betweea 
diem,  and  only  advifed  them  to  wait  till 
the  young  man  was  fixed  in  trade  for 
liimfclf,  before  they  married.  This  the 
the  young  couple  prudently  agreed  to, 
L  6  and 
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and  pafled  their  hours,  when  together,  rn 
forming  fchemes  for  their  future  happi- 
nefs,  and  interchanging  vows  of  mutual 
love  and  conftancy. 

During  this  harmonious  intercourfe, 
a  gentleman  of  a  good  charader,  refined 
fenfe,  and  immenfe  fortune,  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  young  kdy,  in  a  vifit 
{he  made  of  fome  weeks  to  his  filler, 
who  had  been  her  fchool-fellow,  and 
being  charmed  with  her  accompUthments 
andperfon^  made  her  an  offer  of  marri- 
age;  butasfoonas  he  revealed  his  fen- 
timents,  flie  acquainted  him  with  the 
engagement  of  her  heart,  and  declared,  no 
temptation  ftiould  bribe  her  to  violati- 
on of  her  faith,  fo  pledged  ;  begging  him: 
to  defift  from  his  vifits,  left  they  lliould 
give  uneafinefs  to  the  man  ihe  thought 
herfelf  bound  by  honour,  as  well  as  in- 
clination, t6  regard;  and  thinking  a 
longer  continuance  with  his  fifter,  might 

render 
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render  her  more  in  the  way  of  his  im- 
portunities than  fhe  chofe,  fhe  left  a  fa- 
mily which  was  ptherwife  extremely  agree- 
able to  her.  Some  time  after,  this  gea- 
tleman  made  his  addrefles  to  another  la- 
dy, who  became  his  wife. 

At  this  period,  the  young  merchant 
loft  his  father,  who  left  him  in  the  pof- 
ieffion  of  a  large  fhai*e  of  wealth  and 
credit,  and  he  faid,  he  propofed  making. 
>iis  faithful  Molly  a  partaker  of  it,  as  fooa 
as  his  affairs  were  fettled;  but  whife  they 
were  adjufting,  her  father  met  \vith  fuch 
unexpected  loffes  borh  at  home  and 
abroad,  as  threatened  him  with  bank- 
ruptcy, and  he  died  of  a  broken  heart. 
In  his  illnefs,  he  hourly  lamented  to  his 
daughters,  his  inability  to  provide  for 
them,  without  injuiing  his-  creditors. 
Upon  which,  they  both  begged  him  to 
be  eafy,  declaring,  they  had  much  rather 

rely  . 
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rely  upon  Providence,  and  their  own  in- 
daftry,  for  a  future  maintenance,  than  ac- 
quire it  by  an  aft  of  injuftice;  and  there- 
fore Intreated  him  to  rnake  a  will,  and 
give  orders  for  the  payment  of  his  debts, 
and  that  what  furplus  remained  after* 
wai'ds,  might  be  equally  divided  between 
them. 

The  old  gentleman  complied  with 
their  requeft,    and  they  attended  him 
v;ith  an  exemplary  regard  whilft  he  lived 
and  obeyed  his  will  at  his  deceafe,  with 
fo  fcrupulous  an  exaftnefs,  that  no  perfon 
but  thcmfelves  loft  any  thing  by  him^ 
but  they,  inftead  of  ten  thoufand  pounds 
a  piece;^  which  was  the  leaft  they  had  been 
taught  to  expeft  in  their  father's  profpe- 
jity,  had  nov/  no  more  than  eight  hund- 
red pounds  between  them.  However, 
perfeftly  fatisfied  that  they  had  done  their 
duty,   they  were  content  with  this  pit- 
tance.   But  it  was  far  otherwife  with  Mifs 

Mally^s 
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IVIoUy's  lover,  whofe  foul  bore  no  affinity 
to  her's,  and  he  condemned,  inftead  of 
applauding,  her  conduct,  which  he  deem- 
ed a  careleflhefs  of  the  goods  of  fortune, 
and  took  occaiion  to  inform  her,  that,  as 
fhe  hadchofea  to  give  away  her  father^s 
money,  and  had  put  it  out  of  her  power 
to  bring  fuch  a  fortune  as  he  could 
anfwer,  he  fhould  remain  her  friend  and 
well  wifher,  but  could  never  think  of  en- 
gaging in  marriage  with  one,  who  could 
make  no  addition  to  his  flock;  and  there- 
fore,  he  thought  it  more  prudent  to  de- 
cline her  acquaintance,  and  leave  her  at 
liberty  to  accept  any  future  offer.  This  in- 
telligence he  communicated  in  a  letter, 
which  fhe  received  fome  weeks  after  her 
father's  funeral,  at  a  time,  when  fhe  was 
in  hourly  expecflation  of  a  confolotary 
vifit  from  him. 

The  agitations  this  bafe  epiflle  cau- 
fed  in  her  mind,  can  only  be  imagined 
by  thofe  who  have  experienced  fuch  a 

cafe. 
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cafe.    However,  being  a  woman  of  good 
fenfe,  fhe  forbore  all  violent  exclamati- 
ons againfl  the  ungenerous  proceedings  of 
the  man,  who  had,  for  fuch  a  term  of 
years,  been  the  conftant  objeft  of  her  af- 
feftions,  and  chofe  rather  to  endure  a 
filent  grief,  that  preyed  inwardly  on  her 
conftitution,    than   to  vent  outrageous 
complaints   againft  the   deceiver.  She 
never  returned  any  anfvver  to  his  letter; 
but,  as  foon  as  their  affairs  were  fettled, 
her  fifter  and  ihe  retired  into  this  neigh- 
bourhood,  where  diey  boarded  with  a 
diftant  relation  four  years,  and  behaved 
with  fuch  propiety,  as  to  gain  the  efteemi 
of  every  perfon  of  fenfe  and  condition  in: 
the  neighbourhood.    About  a  year  ago, 
my  brother,   who  has  an  eafy  fortune, 
married  her  fifter;  fince  which  time,  (he 
refided  with  him,  and  never  is  the  leaft 
inquifitivc  after  her  deferter;  as  fhe  has 
recovered  her  health  and  chearfulnefs,  we 
are  in  hopes  fhe  may  yet  meet  with  fome 
happy  man^  who,  fenfible  of  her  merits 

may 
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ftiay  endeavour  to  perfuade  her  to  accept 
of  a  ftation  more  fuitable  to  her  de- 
ferts. 

The  captain  fays,  upon  hearing 
this,  he  made  no  fcruple  to  confefs 
that  he  had  had  an  inclination  to  make 
his  addrefTes  to  her  for  feme  time,  and 
faid,  the  information  he  had  now  receiv- 
ed, and  the  firnilitude  he  found  there 
was  in  their  fate^  added  to  his  regard 
for  her.  Hedefiredhis  friend  to  mention  the 
affair  to  the  lady,  who,  after  about  fix 
months  acquaintance,  complied  with  his 
requeftj  and  has  ever  fmce  been  the 
moft  grateful,  tender,  and  affedtionate 
wife :  upon  his  return  from  the  north, 
he  fold  out  of  the  regiment  he  was  in,, 
and  bought  into  the  guards* 

Mrs.  Hill  and  Mifs  Murrells  having 
thanked  Mr.  Manly,  for  obliging  them, 
with  this  hiilory,  he  bad  them  adieu, 
aQ.d  tlice  latter  returned  to  her  miftrefs. 


C  H  A  Po 
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C  H  A  P.  XXIII. 

Mr.  Manly  meets  with  one  of  bis 
fellow  travellers. 

'WJ  O  T  many  days  after  Mr  Manly 
had  held  the  conference  with  Mi£s 
Murrells,  relating  to  Mr.  EUet,  he  went 
to  Colonel  Jeflbn's,  who  happened  to  be 
gone  out  upon  bufinefs ;  Mrs.  Jeflbn  hear- 
ing he  was  below,  fent  to  defire  his  compa^ 
ny  till  the  colonel  returned,  which  (he  faid 
would  be  fome  time  before  dinner.  Mr* 
Manly  accepted  her  invitation,  and  took 
that  opportunity  to  impart  to  her  the  ac- 
count he  had  received  of  Mr*  EUet's  pro- 
pofals  to  Mifs  Murrells,  and  her  determin- 
ation to  remain  in  their  family,  rather 
than  accept  fo  advantageous  an  offer.  He. 
related  all  the  converfation  that  paffed  at 
the  interview  he  had  with  her  at  Mrs. 
HilFsi  which  had  fuch  an  effed  upon  Mrs. 

Jeifon 
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Jeffon^  that  fhe  told  Mr.  Manly,  fince 
Mifs  Murrells  prefered  a  continuance  with 
lier,  from  fuch  grateful  motives,  (he 
iliould  no  longer  remain  in  the  capacity 
fhe  was  in,  but  fhe  would  take  another 
perfon  to  perform  her  office,  and  make  her 
her  companion  for  the  future ;  faying,  it 
was  with  reluftance  fhe  had  hitherto  em- 
ployed her  as  a  fervant ;  but  now  fhe  had 
received  fuch  a  proof  of  her  gratitude  and 
worth,  (he  fhould  defire  her  to  remain 
with  her,  upon  terms  more  fuitable  tD- 
her  birth,  and  ftiould  be  glad  to  intro* 
duce  her  into  company,  as  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  Murrells. 

To  this  kind  fpeech  he  replied,  I 
do  not  doubt,  madam,  but  you  will  expe* 
rience  the  utmcft  friendfhip  from  her, 
and  meet  with  fuch  a  return  as  your  in- 
dulgence merits;  but  I  believe  fhe  is  not 
defirous  of  much  acquaintance,  and  would 

efteem 
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efteem  herfelf  happy  in  being  known  for 
what  flie  is  to  you  only."^ 

Mrs.  Jeflbn  anfwered,  I  have  too 
great  a  regard  for  her  eafe,  to  infifl:  onhex* 
entering  into  a  way  of  life  that  is  difagrce* 
able  to  her  inclinations;  butfhe  (hall  no 
longer  be  deemed  my  fervant,  if  flie  will 
accept  of  fuch  a  provifion  as  may  fet  her 
upon  a  different  footing;  flie  is  fo  good  an. 
ceconomift,  that  a  trifle  will  fupply  her 
with  cloaths,  and  other  neceflaries,  to  ap- 
pear as  a  gentlewoman ;  Mr,  Jeffoa,  I  am 
certain,  will  approve  of  this  fcheme,  and 
I  fliall  account  to  the  fervants,  for  the 
alteration  in  her  ftation,  by  informing 
them  of  her  rank  which  fhe  had  induftri- 
oufly  concealed."  The  colonel  at  this  ia- 
llant  coming  into  the  room,  was  made  ac- 
quainted wdth  his'  lady's  fentiments,  and 
exprefled  great  approbation  of  them;  de- 
claring, Mi{s  Murrells  (hould  be,  from 

that 
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that  day,  treated  by  therr>  as  the  daughter 
of  a  gentleman. 

This  fubject  being  difcuffed,  Mi's,  Jef- 
fon  afked  him,  how  he  liked  the  fleet? 
He  replied,  with  a  fmile,  ^'  I  wasforry  to 
find  any  land  officers  in  it,  however,  I 
have  releafed  one,  who  is  to  dine  v/ith 
us;  I  hope,  fir,  (turning  to  Mr.  Manly) 
you  will  not  take  it  ill,  if  I  permit  a  per- 
fonfrom  a  prifon  to  fit  at  table  with  you; 
he  was  lately  an  officerundermy  command, 
but  being  an  idle  foolifli  coxcomb,  has 
run  himfelf  into  fcrapes ;  yet  as  his  faults 
proceed  rather  from  a  vv^eak  head,  than  a 
bad  heart,  I  am  defirous  of  faving  him 
from  ruin  if  it  be  pofnble,  and  hope,  fince 
he  has  fuffered  the  fliame  and  punifhent 
<lue  to  his  folly,  he  may  be  perfuaded,  if 
not  to  be  of  ufe  to  the  world,  at  lead  to 
pafs  -through  it  inoffenfively." 

The  colonel  was  prevented  from  purfu- 
ing  his  account  of  the  prifoner,  by  his  en- 
trance 
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trance  into  the  room,  and  to  the  no  fmall 
furprize  of  Mr.  Manly,  appeared  to  be 
his  fellow-traveller  Cannon;  he  had  loft 
a  great  deal  of  that  ferocity  of  afpeft,  which 
h^  had  affumcd  in  the  ftage-coach;  and 
was  grown  very  meagre  and  pale;  the  mo- 
ment he  perceived  Mr.  Manly  he  Teemed 
confufed,  but  that  gentleman,  compaffi^ 
onating  diftrrefs,  paid  him  much  more 
refpeft  than  hereally  thought  was  his  due, 
or  than  he  would  have  done,  had  he  met 
him  in  more  profperous  circumftancies. 
This  behaviour  had  fuch  an  effect  upon 
the  poor  culprit, .  that  the  gloom  upon 
his  countenance  began  to  vanifli,  and  he 
regarded  the  humane  Mr.  Manly  v/ith  a 
deo-ree  of  veneration. 

After  dinner,  when  the  ladies  had  with- 
drawn, that  gentleman  afked  him  where 
he  had  been  quartered  fmce  he  faw  him  ? 

Oh,  Sir!  replied  he,  I  have  met  with  a 
confounded  deal  of  vexation  hnce  I  had 

the 
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die  honour  to  travel  with  you ;  I  dare  fay 
j^ou  thought  me  an  impudent  fellow,  for 
I  was  upon  the  high  ropes  then,  but  mif- 
fortunes  have  taken  me  down,  and  I  have 
been  in  limbo  ^  yet,  as  the  noble  colonel 
has  been  fo  kind  to  ftand  my  friend,  and 
releafe  me,  duce  fetch  me,  if  I  have  not 
a  better  guard  upon  myfelf  for  the  time  to 
come." 

Pray,  faid  Manly,  what  occafioned 
yourmisfortunes 

^^Confumed  folly  and  pride/'  anfwered 
Cannon,  I  fee  it  now  myfelf.  But,  if  you 
will  pleafe  to  attend  to  an  account  of  my 
difappointments,  you  may  perceive  I 
have  been  more  my  own  enemy  than  any 
body's  elfe;  for  I  never  committed  mur- 
der, or  robbed  upon  the  high-way.** 

Mr.  Manly  replied,      As  you  are  fo 
obliging  to  offer  it,  I  lliall  be  very  atten- 
tive 
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live  to  your  ftory.'-'  Cannon  then  ac^ 
quainted  him  with  thofe  particulars  whicli 
I  rclerve  for  ariOther  volume, 


End  of  the  SEcoi^D  VOL. 


BOSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


3  9999  05431  9858 


